


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 1st July 2026

Present 	Cllr Neill Walker (Chairman), Cllr Julie Walker, Cllr Bigham, Cllr Drinkwater, 
Borough Cllr Lefroy

Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill

538/07/26	To hold the Informal Open Forum – No member of the public attended

539/07/26	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Evans, Cllr Cutland

540/07/26	Declarations of Interest – None

541/07/26	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Extraordinary Meeting 
dated: 3rd June 2026 and 15th June 2026 respectively. Proposed by Cllr Julie Walker and seconded by 
Cllr Drinkwater.

542/07/26	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended and no report
Received

543/07/26	Borough Councillor Report  
Borough Cllr Lefroy reported that he had written to County Council raising concerns regarding plans for the 
A53/A51 junction. He has also written to the Member of Parliament and awaiting his response. He has also  
spoken with the site manager of Bellway. Issue ongoing.
The Local Plan is likely to be approved at next week’s meeting.
Cllr Lefroy is to investigate the ownership of land in Butterton purchased by GivEnergy on request by Cllr Neill Walker.
Following the collapse of Chapel Chorlton and Hill Chorlton Parish Council Cllr Lefroy is likely to become their Parish Councillor. The merger of them with Whitmore Parish Council was again discussed and to be considered under the guidance from the Borough Council.
Cllr Lefroy enquired re the unsafe parking around the Sheet Anchor discussed at previous meeting, Cllr Neill Walker reported that he had contacted licensing who stated that an enforcement officer would review the situation. Cllr Walker is still awaiting Highways to respond. Cllr Drinkwater enquired if the Village Hall car park could be used, Parish Clerk to email Village Hall.
Cllr Lefroy reported that the Civic Pride Funding is now a grant scheme and could potentially help with grass cutting and fun run activities.
Bellway have now put in a planning application to reduce from 5 hectares to 4 hectares of green space to accommodate the 18 extra houses within the existing development.
Cllr Julie Walker asked the Borough Councillor if he could expedite the siting of the new SIDS in Baldwins Gate and Whitmore, Cllr Lefroy to speak to Highways.


544/07/26	Chairmans Report
Two new Councillors, Rena Shaw and Sue Alcock, were welcomed and co-opted onto the Parish Council. Approved unanimously.
Three new planters now in situ and Elmside Nurseries will water and maintain throughout the summer, Bellway were thanked for their kind donation of four tons of topsoil.
The progression of the SIDS is now awaiting Highways Department who are reviewing the matter of all SIDS across Staffordshire.
Regarding the proposed roundabout and traffic lights Bellway Traffic Restraining Order is only valid until early next year and there are no plans to commence work at present.
Cllr Lefroy was asked about the local government re-organization – nothing to date and Borough Council is awaiting changes in Government in mid-July.

[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]545/07/26	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
None to consider currently.
546/07/26	Delegation of Roles – 
CCTV – Cllr Drinkwater
Planning – Cllr Neill Walker, Cllr Shaw
Communications – Cllr Evans
Village Hall Committee – Cllr Drinkwater, Cllr Evans.
Play Park Assessment – Geoff Corbett
Highways – Cllr Bigham, Cllr Drinkwater
Speed Watch – Cllr Bigham
Village Appearance – Cllr Alcock, Cllr Shaw
VCA – Cllr Julie Walker, Cllr Alcock
		
547/07/26	Baldwins Grange Liaison Committee – Cllr Drinkwater agreed to attend future meetings.
548/07/26	 Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	NW
	Awaiting Highways

	Speed Watch Activity
	TB
	Ongoing







549/07/26	Whitmore Village Community Association 
The winners of the Hanging Basket Competition and Best Front Garden to be announced on Facebook.
The De-Fib Training to take place end of September/early October and to be held at the Sheet Anchor with
staff and public welcome. The cost of the training and refreshments will be £200, proposed by 
Cllr Alcock and seconded by Cllr Shaw. The annual de-fib inspection is booked and WPC awaiting confirmation
of date.
Cllr Julie Wallker proposed that the village show more support for Remembrance Day, a poppy on each lamp
post and three Tommy Soldier Silhouettes to be purchased and displayed in the village. Cost of £600 was 
agreed and proposed by Cllr Drinkwater and seconded by Cllr Bigham.


550/07/26	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Footpaths and Hedgerows – Cllrs were asked to identify areas of concern regarding overgrown trees/bushes which maybe obscuring footpaths/roads and report back to council.
551/07/26	Correspondence to WPC 
a. Email received regarding contractors parking on the road around Tollgate Avenue, Cllr Neill Walker to investigate.
b. Concerns received regarding the bollard outside the Mainwaring Arms, issue now been resolved.
c. 
552/07/26	Any other Business 

553/07/26	Financial Report – RFO
a. June 2026 Payments authorised and signed
b. Internal Audit received back and rated Good, external audit submitted in June and awaiting report.


Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 2nd September 2026 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm. No meeting to be held in August
The meeting closed at  8.21 pm



Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Neill Walker, Chairman




