


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 3rd June 2026

Present 	Cllr Neill Walker (Chairman), Cllr Julie Walker, Cllr Bigham, Cllr Drinkwater, Borough Cllr Lefroy, prospective Cllr Alcock 
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill
522/06/26	To hold the Informal Open Forum – Open meeting held from 6.30 – 7.30pm, no member of the public attended.
523/06/26	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Evans, prospective Cllr Shaw and PCSO but report sent.
524/06/26	Declarations of Interest – None
525/06/26	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Annual Meeting dated: 
1st April 2026 and 20th May respectively. Proposed by Cllr Bigham and seconded by Cllr J Walker
526/06/26	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – 
· Report sent in his absence. This month a report of a RTC vehicle and deer no injury to the driver. Report received of a dog in Maer Hills causing issues towards other dogs, owner spoken to and reported to dog warden. Report of suspicious persons seen on the new builds on Baldwins gate Farm site, officers attended and no persons in the area, premises checked and all in order.

527/06/26	Borough Councillor Report – 
· WPC welcomed Jeremy Lefroy, Borough Councillor, to his first meeting with the Parish Council.
· He reported that first full council meeting was held on 20th May 2026 with leader of the council Jonathan Gullis. He hopes to hold 6 surgeries over the next 6 months, details to follow.
· Cllr Lefroy has approached HS2 regarding the number of empty properties on Whitmore Heath with concerns about the cost of maintenance, effect on the community and encouraging crime in the area. He will keep us updated on any response and outcome.
· He expressed concerns regarding the A53/A51 junction and proposals under consideration. WPC reiterated their concerns over the proposal and were grateful for the B/C concerns who felt that this issue needs to be addressed by MP’s and National Government to avoid making a rash and ill-thought-out decision.
· Rural Runaround – B/C enquired if this service is available in our area and Parish Clerk to put him in contact with Madely Runaround for information.

Prospective Cllr Cutler joined the meeting at 7.40pm

528/06/26	Chairmans Report
· A new flag has been purchased and raised.
· Wi-Fi at the village hall. In April, the council agreed to cancel the Wi-Fi at the village hall; however, it was discovered that it was needed for the CCTV. A former councillor independently requested that the direct debit be reinstated; however, that councillor did not have the authority to do so, and therefore, it has been brought back to the council to confirm reinstating the direct debit payment for the Wi-Fi.  Proposed by Cllr Drinkwater and seconded by Cllr Bigham.
· A quote for repair and installation of the fence at the top of the playing field has been received from Cropper GM at a cost of £1095 + VAT. This was discussed and approved. Proposed by Cllr J Walker and seconded by Cllr Drinkwater.
· Broken Play Equipment – The broken climbing wall is to be repaired as soon as possible by Playsound and a quote for repair of the leg swing to be sourced as quickly as possible, in the meantime it is taped off and out of use. Ex parish councillor Geoff Corbett has volunteered to continue to carry out monthly playground inspections and monitor general maintenance withing the parish, this was discussed and approved. Proposed by Cllr Drinkwater and seconded by Cllr Bigham with thanks to Mr. Corbett.
· Three new planters are to be installed in Jubilee Gardens with the aim of adding some colour to the area. WPC raised concerns regarding watering during summer months, Cllr N Walker to liaise with Elmside.
· SIDS – the Highways Centralized Contracts are delaying the project currently. Updates will be provided when available.
· WPC Website – our current service provider has resigned but Cllr N Walker now has access to the website and will update as necessary.
· Planning – on request from Councillors the weekly list of planning will be circulated to all WPC going forward.
.
[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]529/06/26	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
None to consider currently.
530/06/26	Baldwins Grange Liaison Committee – No meeting has been held. Cllr N Walker to liaise with Bellway regarding next meeting.
531/06/26	 Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	NW
	

	Speed Watch Activity
	TB
	Poster to be re published on social media with the hope of engaging some new volunteers. Cllr Drinkwater volunteered and will complete his training.







532/06/26	Whitmore Village Community Association – 
· Best Front Garden and Hanging Basket Competition – poor response to date. The 1st prize for best garden is £100; 1st Prize for hanging baskets is also £100. Garners Garden Centre have kindly agreed to donate the first prize vouchers (arranged by Amy Bryan VCA). 
2nd prize Garden £50, 2nd prize baskets £50, 3rd prize Garden £25, 3rd prize baskets £25 these prizes will be covered by WPC.
· 5K Run in September, date to be confirmed, around Whitmore Lake – max 100 entrants
· Best Scarecrow – October
· Christmas Lights competition
· Santa Event

533/06/26	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Whitmore Church Garden Maintenance – discussed and WPC are unable to offer a rolling contract but approved the donation of £500 Proposed by Cllr J Walker and seconded by Cllr Drinkwater. Cllr J Walker asked if Councillor Lefroy would be able to investigate the Pride in Place Impact Fund to see if the church could gain access to further funding. Cllr Leroy confirmed he would look into the possibility. 
b. Heartbeat – De-Fib training – Cllr J Walker to approach the Blockhouse with regards to holding a potential venue for a future training date, to include staff and public.

534/06/26	Correspondence to WPC 
a. Anchor Close – a resident has raised concerns regarding dangerous parking on all surrounding roads during busy times at the Blockhouse. Cllr N Walker to speak to Highways but stressed that photographic evidence may be needed.
b. Staffordshire Playing Fields Association – Annual membership of £20 was discussed and approved. Proposed by Cllr Bigham and seconded by Cllr Drinkwater.

535/06/26	Any other Business 
· Cllr Drinkwater raised concerns over footpaths being obscured and impassable by neglected overhanging hedgerows from some houses within the village. To be discussed at our next meeting.
· The Clerk wished to thanks Cropper GM for their speedy response to a concerned resident in Acton regarding overgrown grass. The matter was addressed in a very timely manner.

536/06/26	Financial Report – RFO
a. May 2026 Payments authorised and signed
b. Charity Commission – to re-instate Cllr N Walker as a trustee. This was discussed and approved. Proposed by Cllr Bigham and seconded by Cllr Drinkwater.


Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 1st July 2026 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at   9pm


Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Neill Walker, Chairman




