


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 1st April 2026

Present 	Cllr Neill Walker (Chairman), Cllr Julie Walker, Cllr Webb, Carl Evans, Alan Wilkinson and Father Peter Jones
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill
508/04/26	To hold the Informal Open Forum – Three members of the public attended. Carl Evans with a view to joining the Parish Council.  Mr Wilkinson and Father Peter Jones wished to request financial support for the upkeep of the grass around the front of Whitmore Church. The Chair agreed to include the item on the agenda at next meeting for the Council to discuss. The Parish Clerk will inform them of the outcome.
509/04/26	To receive and consider apologies for absence – PCSO
510/04/26	Declarations of Interest – None
511/04/26	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Emergency Meeting dated: 
4th March 2026. Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Julie Walker
512/04/26	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – none attended but report sent as follows: 
	14.3.26: Report of livestock stolen from farm on A51 Whitmore
	17.3.26 RTC Two vehicle collision on Common Lane, no injuries
	17.3.26 RTC Two vehicle collision Baldwins Gate, driver suffering from shock, no injuries
	27.3.26 Small cannabis grow found in empty HS2 property on Whitmore Heath. Ongoing investigation.
513/04/26	Chairmans Report – Chair Cllr Neill Walker reported as follows:
	Chairman met with other local Parish Council Chairs and shared issues effecting all Parish Councils locally and agreed to assist each other moving forward.
	Croppers proposed work was discussed with Council and agreed after other quotes were obtained. – proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Julie Walker. Chairman to discuss the site with Croppers for the Parish Noticeboard.
Due to Local Elections, it was decided that the date of our next meeting would be moved to one week later, Wednesday 13th May 2026 and would also incorporate our Annual Meeting which would be held prior to our regular meeting.
514/04/26	Financial Report – RFO
a. March 2026 Payments authorised and signed
b. BT Wifi Village Hall – after discussion it was decided to cancel Village Hall Wifi.
c. Rural Runabout Scheme – monies from this charity have appeared in a WPC account and after investigation this money has been found to belong to the Rural Runabout Scheme. WPC unanimously agreed that this money should be returned as soon as possible. The clerk to liaise with them for its return. Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr J Walker.
Cllr Corbett arrived at 7.30pm



[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]515/04/26	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 25/00664/FUL – Brook Farm Acton - under consideration
516/04/26	Baldwins Grange Liaison Committee – no updates
517/04/26	 Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	NW
	Cllr Walker is liaising with SCC as to the siting of the new SIDS


	Speed Watch Activity
	TB
	Felt to be too dangerous to carry out at Mainwaring Crossroads. 

	WPC Noticeboard
	NW
	Cllr N Walker to discuss siting with Croppers



518/04/26	Whitmore Village Community Association – Sub committee has been established by Cllr Julie Walker with several residents from the village. The next meeting will be held on 16th April 2026 at 7pm in the Village Hall. Proposed activities will be Best Front Garden and Hanging Basket Competition, to be judged in June, Funding a Project with Baldwins Gate Primary School (clerk to liaise with the school regarding cost £500 approved), 5K run 
519/04/26	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Nomination poster to be re published on our website and social media pages
b. Waste bins at Village Hall – ongoing
c. BT Wifi at Village Hall – discussed and voted to cancel Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr Julie Walker. One abstention.
520/04/26	Correspondence to WPC 
521/04/26	Any other Business –
a. Foundation-Allotments for Exercise and Recreation – discussed and approved.
b. Chairman Walker wished to thank Cllr Corbett on his retirement from WPC for his wisdom and service to the Parish Council over a many years.
c. Chairman Walker also wished to thank Borough Councillor Amy Bryan for her service to the Parish Council over the last four years.
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 13th May 2026 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at   8.43pm



Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Neill Walker, Chairman










