


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 4th March 2026

Present 	Cllr Neill Walker (Chairman), Cllr Julie Walker, Cllr Webb, Cllr Corkhill
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill
/03/26	To hold the Informal Open Forum – None attended
494/03/26	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Williams, Cllr Corbett, 
PCSO C Hodgkinson
495/03/26	Declarations of Interest – None
496/03/26	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Emergency Meeting dated: 
4th February 2026. Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Corkhill
497/03/26	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended but report sent: Nothing to report this month for the Whitmore/Baldwins Gate area, PCSO attended a short meeting with Speed Watch Volunteers last month and local officers are thankful for their commitment. A message had been received from Baldwins Gate Primary School regarding parking at drop off and pick up times, officers are aware and will be paying attention to the area.
498/03/26	Monthly report Borough Councillor – None attended and no report sent. Cllr Webb asked the Clerk to make enquiries regarding the process to inform new Councillors to attend our meetings.
499/03/26	Monthly report County Councillor – Apologies received but no report sent.

500/03/26	Chairmans Report – Chair Cllr Neill Walker reported as follows:
a. Risk Management and Standing Orders were reviewed and agreed.
b. Quotes for upcoming work on the following were discussed, and it was agreed that further quotes were necessary to ensure value for money. See key projects 504/03/26
c. Clerks Salary – WPC discussed increasing the Clerks hourly rate to accommodate the role of RFO. Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr Corkhill

501/03/26	Financial Report – RFO
a. February 2026 Payments authorised and signed
b. Dog Litter Bins – cost from invoice was discussed and approved for 26/27.
c. Rural Runabout Scheme – monies from this charity have appeared in WPC account and after investigation this money has been found to belong to the Rural Runabout Scheme. WPC unanimously agreed that this money should be returned as soon as possible. The clerk to liaise with them for its return. Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr J Walker.



[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]502/03/26	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 25/00664/FUL – Brook Farm Acton - under consideration
503/03/26	Baldwins Grange Liaison Committee – The representative from Bellway was unable to attend their last meeting due to holiday so no formal meeting could be held. Cllr Corkhill and Chairman Cllr Walker attended. 10 houses have now been sold, with Planning Application in process for a further 18 taking the total to 218. WPC will be in contact with Bellway to reiterate that a condition of planning is that regular meetings should take place. Bellway to be contacted regarding date of next meeting.

504/03/26	 Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	NW
	Still waiting for communication with Highways regarding siting of SIDS. 

	Speed Watch Activity
	TB
	Volunteers did a 30-minute Speed Watch, 250 vehicles passed and NONE speeding. Hoping to carry out more in future.

	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	The cost of installing the noticeboard was felt very high. Cllr Walker to investigate other quotes.

	Best Kept Village and Garden
	JW 
	After discussion it was felt due to elections this year it would be better to try next year. Julie has formed an action group with some local volunteers, to organise a Best Front Garden and Best Hanging Basket competition this year. It will be judged independently with WPC donating garden centre vouchers (using local family business) £100 1st Prize, £50 2nd Prize and £25 3rd Prize – Unanimously approved.

	Benches
	NW
	Cleaning of algae on the benches within the village was discussed at a quote of £375 + VAT. Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr Corkhill

	Planters
	NW
	Planters to be sited in Jubilee Gardens at a cost of £325 + VAT was agreed. Proposed by Cllr Corkhill and Seconded by Cllr J Walker

	Overgrown Trees obscuring CCTV at Village Hall
	NW
	Cost quoted of £585 + VAT thought to be quite high and further quotes to be investigated.





505/03/26	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Local Government Re-organization – Options discussed and it was felt that the differing views of Council members meant that no unanimous decision could be made. Cllr N Walker to inform Staffordshire Parish Council Association of this.
b. Waste bins at Village Hall – the option of WPC paying an extra cost to cover for larger waste bins to accommodate the litter picker was felt needed more investigation, Cllr N Walker to speak to Village Hall Committee. 

506/03/26	Correspondence to WPC 
a. Enquiry made to WPC regarding joining the Council. Parish Clerk to reply informing the candidate of the nomination process.

507/03/26	Any other Business –
a. Cllr J Walker brought some ideas forward to be considered for future events to include a Baldwins Gate 5K run, a “Yard Sale” and liaising with the Primary School to potentially fund a future project which would all help bond the village and create good relationships. To be discussed at the next meeting. 
b. Mr Murray wished to thank WPC for their help in getting the road in Snape Hall cleaned.
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 1st April 2026 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at   9.10pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Neill Walker, Chairman













