


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 4th February 2026

Present 	Cllr Neill Walker (Chairman), Cllr Julie Walker, Cllr Webb, Sandie Morris
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill
478/02/26	To hold the Informal Open Forum – Mr Murray attended the meeting to raise the following issues
1. Development on Snape Hill Road. Mud on the road from contractors’ vehicles needs addressing and re-instating the grass verges to make good. He had concerns regarding the development being gated and felt this set them aside from the village. Cllr Walker to determine if the cleaning and verges can be addressed.
2. His concerns regarding the lack of buses servicing the village, Cllr Walker to address these concerns with the Council
479/02/26	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Williams, Borough Cllr Bryan and Cllr Corkhill
480/02/26	Declarations of Interest – None
481/02/26	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Emergency Meeting dated: 
14th January 2026. Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Julie Walker
482/02/26	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended
483/02/26	Monthly report Borough Councillor – None attended and no report sent.
484/02/26	Monthly report County Councillor – None attended. Report sent as follows:
Staffordshire County Council is commencing a comprehensive review of the bus network across the county. This work builds on our ongoing commitment to improving local bus services through the Bus Service Improvement Plan and the Staffordshire Enhanced Partnership. The review will assess how well the current network meets the needs of our communities, identify gaps in provision, and consider opportunities to improve accessibility, reliability, and value for passengers. As part of this process, we are keen to ensure that local knowledge and community insight inform our recommendations.
We would therefore welcome your input regarding bus services within your ward, including: 
•       Any known issues raised by residents.
•       Routes or areas where community needs are not being met.
•       Opportunities for improvement, integration, or efficiency.
•       Any wider local developments that could influence future travel patterns.
 Your feedback will help shape a network that better serves residents, supports local growth, and reflects the priorities of the communities you represent.  We will consider any changes, to operate for a trial period under the network review.
 Please send any comments to lynsey.greatbatch@staffordshire.gov.uk at your earliest convenience. If you would prefer to arrange a discussion, we would be very happy to meet or speak with you. Thank you in advance for your valuable contribution.
Please note that the deadline is Fri 6 February 2026


485/02/26	Chairmans Report – Chair Cllr Neill Walker reported as follows:
A meeting was held between MP Adam Jogee and several Parish Councils. Complaints were reported from most councils regarding the Borough Council Planning issues, documents submitted but not attached and general poor administration. Bus links discussed.
Bellway approved to extend the 100 houses following Highways advisory, concerns raised regarding Newcastle council.
Amalgamation of Parish Councils – Chairman was informed by Simon Tagg that this would be a 12-month process at least. Anthony Arnold, Director of Legal Services involved.
Croppers have carried out “cutting back” in Jubilee Gardens, Chapel Green and the play park. A resident has reported that the cameras at the Village Hall are being hidden by overgrown trees, Croppers to provide a quote for the work.

Cllr Corbett joined the meeting at 7.30pm

486/02/26	Financial Report – RFO
January 2026 payments authorised and cheques signed
The precept was confirmed Cllr Neill Walker to if a budget has been set, new major projects to be discussed.
The discussion of a new contract of employment was discussed for the Parish Clerk to incorporate the increase in duties. Approval of the Clerk to attend an online Clerk Course was discussed and approved, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Julie Walker
The mandate forms for change of signatory were completed again to be re-submitted following the delay in processing.

[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]488/02/26	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 25/00664/FUL – Brook Farm Acton  - ongoing
b. PA 25/00747/PIP - Land Between Lymes Road and Whitmore Road – in appeal
489/02/26	Baldwins Grange Liaison Committee – no update 
490/02/26	 Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	NW
	Quote from Elan City now received £11,500 plus installation. Awaiting meeting with highways to discuss sighting of poles.

	Website 
	NW
	Complete

	Speed Watch Activity
	TB
	Cllr Neill Walker to complete training.

	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	Ongoing



491/02/26	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Amalgamation of Parish Councils – Nothing new to report 
b. Charity Commission – change of trustee discussed, Parish Clerk is administrator, WPC to become a Corporate Trustee and Chairman Neill Walker.
c. The Village Hall Committee raised concerns over WPC filling their bins by Litter Picker – alternatives were investigated.
Cllr Corbett left the meeting at 8.30pm
492/02/26	Correspondence to WPC 
a. Road Safety – email received from Nick Shaw, Head of Office for Leigh Ingham MP requesting our prospective on rural road safety – Cllr Neill Walker to respond 
b. 
Any other Business - None
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 4th March 2026 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at   9pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Neill Walker, Chairman













