


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 3rd December 2025

Present 	Cllr Neill Walker (Chairman), Webb, Walker, Corkhill, Fergusson, Sandie Morris, Tim Bigham, 
Judith Oppenheimer
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill


451/12/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – Tim Bigham attended and offered his services to carry out the WPC Speed watch programme in the future. He has undertaken all training and will begin once at least three volunteers have been recruited.
452/12/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Corbett, County Cllr Williamson, 
Borough Cllr Bryan, PCSO C Hodgkinson
453/12/25	Declarations of Interest – None
454/12/25	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Emergency Meeting dated: 
5th November 2025 and 21st November 2025. Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Neill Walker
455/12/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended but report sent –2 vehicle RTC on Newcastle Road, Whitmore, one person taken to hospital no serious injury. Officers attended a number of incidents involving fallen trees on the A51 and A53 in the area. We received a report of a drive off from Baldwins Gate Filling Station, enquires are ongoing. I can confirm that PC Dan Peake will be attending the Santa Sleigh   on the 21st of December
456/12/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor – No report sent
457/12/25	Monthly report County Councillor – No report sent- Chairman Cllr Neill Walker to email 
Cllr Williamson requesting attendance at meetings or at least report sent in her absence.

458/12/25	Amalgamation of Parish Councils – Judith Oppenheimer gave an update on Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish Council. They hereby request Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council to carry out a community governance review of the parish and have emailed Cllr Simon Tagg. The Parish Council originally approached the Chief Executive Officer and the Director for Legal and Governance at NuLBC in July 2025 with a request for a community governance review. These officers have not engaged in their request. Recent research indicates that requests for community governance review should be addressed to the principal authority, which decides whether to carry out the review and appoints a group of councillors to perform the review, i.e. requests should be addressed directly to the Borough council, not to its officers as previously thought, they await their response.


459/12/25	Financial Report – RFO
Outstanding October 2025 payments authorised
November 2025 payments authorised
All outstanding invoices to be settled as soon as possible by the RFO 
WPC thank Sandie Morris for her guidance over the past few weeks. Moving forward, WPC would like to have 2 signatories for online banking.

460/12/25 	 Report from Bellway Grange Liaison Committee – Next meeting planned for 12/1/2026 at midday on site. No new information to report.

[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]461/12/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 25/00664/FUL – Brook Farm Acton - Pending
b. PA 25/00747/PIP - Land Between Lymes Road and Whitmore Road Newcastle Under Lyme – Now gone to appeal and due to WPC objections not appearing amongst “associated document” P	arish Clerk to re-submit and email Borough Council to insist objections be taken on board for the appeal.
462/12/25   Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	NW
	Awaiting price and then authorisation 

	Website 
	NW
	WPC agreed for their telephone numbers to be published

	Speed Watch Activity
	TB
	3nVolunteers needed in order to proceed, clerk to publish request on social media. Volunteer made it known that he is willing to take on the Speed Watch once more volunteers recruited.

	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	
	Agreed to publish every 3 months going forward.

	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	To be delivered once payment received.

	Christmas Lights
	NW
	To be fitted 5.12.25 on tree at Chapel Green

	Christmas Navity Scene
	PF
	Ongoing

	Winter Warmer Café
	JW
	Will end 22.12.25

	Defib Check
	JW
	Monthly check carried out and appeared all good.

	Village Hall Liaison
	PF
	Discussed how we could work more closely with the village hall to promote the village.





463/12/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Amalgamation of Parish Councils – Ongoing
b. Whitmore Parish Church Ground Maintenance – unanimously voted no at this time.
c. Removal of debris from Coneygreave Lane – Croppers to be approached 

464/12/25	Correspondence      
Any other Business 
1. Agenda/Minutes from an “Urgent Business” meeting held by WPC on Friday 21st November 2025 can be viewed below and on our website and Facebook pages.
Whitmore Parish Council
Agenda and Minutes of  a Special Urgent Business Meeting held in the Village Hall on November 21st  2025 at 3pm  to address  a Council reorganization following the sad death of our Chairman Cllr Colin Perry and the resignation of our Vice Chairman Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe
 Councillor Ian Webb, acting as temporary Chairman, called this meeting in order for your Council to discuss and vote on solutions to the obvious urgent issues facing us following the loss of our two key colleagues above 
Present: Councillors Geoff Corbett, Paula Fergusson, Julie Walker, Ian Webb (the meeting thereby being “Quorate”), our Clerk Rose Hill, and an applicant to rejoin the Council, Neill Walker.
Apologies received from Councillor Richard Corkhill. 
ITEMS ON AGENDA: -
Resolution 1: to Co-opt Neill Walker back onto the Parish Council
Passed unanimously, effective immediately.
Resolution 2: to elect Councillor Neill Walker as our new Chairman
Passed unanimously, effective from the end of this meeting.
Resolution 3: to appoint Councillor Paula Fergusson as our new RFO
Passed unanimously, effective immediately
Note; Paula now holds her twin positions as Councillor and RFO, both unpaid as required by the Rules. 
Resolution 4: elect a new Vice Chairman.
Councillor Ian Webb agreed to act as Temporary Vice Chairman, to support the new Chairman
Resolution 5: Planning Sub Committee now consists of Cllr Ian Webb, Cllr N Walker and Cllr Paula Ferguson
Passed unanimously, effective immediately.
The meeting closed at 4.57pm

2. Precept for 2026/27 – agreed at 1.99% based on last year’s 25/26 figures and in line with the Borough Councils 1.99% increase.

Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 7th January 2026 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Walker, Chairman













