


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 5th November 2025

Present 	Cllr Webb, Corkhill, Fergusson, Walker and Borough Cllr Bryan
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill

437/11/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – None attended
438/11/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Perry, Hambleton-Ratcliffe, Corbett and County Cllr Arnold
	In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, Cllr Webb chaired the meeting
439/11/25	Declarations of Interest – Until further notice, Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe will be abstaining from Whitmore Parish Council discussions or decisions on planning matters relating to 25/00747/PIP.
440/11/25	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Annual Meeting dated: 
1st October 2025. Proposed by Cllr Walker and seconded by Cllr Fergusson
441/11/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended and no report received.
442/11/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor -Cllr Bryan reported that a Call in has been requested regarding Planning Application for Farcroft, Manor Road, to be considered by Planning Officer.
443/11/25	Monthly report County Councillor – No report received

444/11/25	Report from the Chairman – Sent apologies and following report – Wished to thank all WPC for their kind messages during his illness. He suggested holding off filling any WPC vacancies at present.
445/11/25	Financial Report – RFO
Black Rose Accounting to be approached regarding allowing permission to make payments and complete online banking on behalf of RFO as it was felt that as a matter of urgency a second signature for payments needs to be addressed. In absence of Chair, he suggested that the Clerk have permission to approve transactions up to £250.
October 2025 Authorisation of payments – await further documentation to complete. See Appendix 1

Cllr Bryan left the meeting at 7.30pm

446/11/25 	 Report from Bellway Grange Liaison Committee – Moving forward meetings are to be held on site. A query regarding hedge line and fence line for two properties is to be investigated, WPC suggested if light is an issue, then the Borough Council can be consulted. Properties in Lakeside have agreed with Bellway for the frontage, verges and driveways will be made good. Businesses in Baldwins Gate have concerns regarding loss of trade during the construction, WPC advised them to approach County Council Highways or Staffordshire County Council regarding possible compensation. 

[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]447/11/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 22/01105/FUL – 40 Houses off Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Permitted
b. PA 24/00833/OUT – 9 Houses off Fairgreen RFoad, Baldwins Gate – Permitted
c. PA 25/00185/FUL – 6 Houses at Slaters Village – Permitted.
d. PA 25/00626/OUT – Stone House Farm – Refused due to sustainability and access.
e. PA 25/00664/FUL – Brook Farm Acton - Pending
f. PA 25/00661/FUL – Condition 6 of Bellway Grange – Pending
g. PA 25/00747/PIP - Land Between Lymes Road and Whitmore Road - Pending
448/11/25   Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	CP/CHR
	Pending

	Play Equipment
	PF/RC
	All reports received and logged by Clerk. No issues for concern were registered. Cllr Fergusson is now responsible for monthly inspections.

	Gate at top of Playing Field
	GC
	Repaired

	Website Email
	CP
	Ongoing

	Speed Watch Group
	CHR
	Ongoing

	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	CHR
	Ongoing

	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	Council felt this needed completing as soon a matter of urgency. Cllr Corbett to chase up quote.

	Repair of Style at Fair-Green Road
	CP
	Ongoing

	Methodist Community Centre
	JP
	Clerk asked to publish poster on Facebook sites. 

	Remembrance Poppies
	CHR
	Ongoing

	Christmas Lights
	RC/GC
	Bellway have donated 200 lights for Chapel Green and offered to supply power. Cllr Corkhill to arrange installation assisted by Cllr Corbett

	Christmas Navity Scene
	PF
	WPC were extremely disappointed to learn that Village Hall Committee had given permission for Nativity Scene to be disposed of without our permission. Cllr Fergusson to research replacement. Clerk to approach Village Hall Committee for contribution to replacing such a valuable item.





449/11/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Land ownership at Sandyfields – WPC were emphatic that the land is not owned by them and privately owned by residents. Clerk to email and inform concerned residents.
b. Amalgamation of Parish Councils - Pending
c. Whitmore Parish Church Ground Maintenance – Nothing to Report.
d. Contents of filing cabinet at Village Hall – Clerk and Cllr Webb to address issue in the new year
e. NDP – ongoing.
f. Village Playing Field security – Ongoing
g. Martyn’s Law – as this concerns venues/gatherings holding over 200 it was deemed not necessary to act

450/11/25	Correspondence      
a.  Willow Tree in Fair Close – actioned.
Any other Business
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 3rd December 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at   8.50pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Perry Chairman

Appendix 1
October 2025 Payment Authorisation
	Croppers
	Ground Work -  Invoice October 2025
	£1032.49

	BT
	Village Hall Wifi October 2025
	£58.72

	Rose Hill
	Clerks Salary –  October 2025
	£284.80

	Methodist Church
	Hire

	£90.00

	Paul Stimpson
	Litter Picking

	£180.00


	Trentham Fencing
	Repairs

	£582.00








