


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 1st October 2025

Present 	Cllr Perry, Corbett, Hambleton-Ratcliffe, Walker, Webb, Fergusson Borough Cllr Bryan, 
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill

423/10/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – Judith Oppenheimer attended to express Chapel and Hill Chorlton’s desire to amalgamate with WPC due to the in sustainability of their Parish Council . WPC thanked Judith for her presentation and agreed to put the item on Agenda for next meeting to discuss. 
424/10/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Colin Hodgkinson PCSO, Cllr Corkhill
425/10/25	Declarations of Interest – None
426/10/25	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Annual Meeting dated: 
3rd September 2025 Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr Walker.
427/10/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – Report received in their absence indicating no incidents to report this month.

428/10/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor – Santa tour of the village has now been booked for Sunday 21st December 2025 and Ashley Young Farmers agreed to assist. Hopefully, Police and Fire will be able to attend. 
Councillor Bryan asked for the link below to be included in the Borough councillor update 
https://moderngov.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/documents/s45423/24.9.25%20%20Leaders%20Statement.pdf


429/10/25	Monthly report County Councillor – None attended, and no report submitted.

430/10/25	Report from the Chairman and RFO – Following a rigorous audit WPC received full approval. It was recommended that WPC create regular dates for the publication of audits.
431/10/25	Financial Report – RFO
		September 2025 payments authorised. See Appendix 1

Cllr Bryan left the meeting at 7.30pm

432/10/25 	 Report from Bellway Grange Liaison Committee – nothing to report, awaiting meeting to be held 13th October 2025


[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]433/10/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 22/01105/FUL – 40 Houses off Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Appeal hearing 1st October 2025 – Inspector to review the site regarding a potential bus stop outside the proposed development, current speed limit of 60mph was concerning and the lack of pavement. WPC thanked Neill Walker and Cllr Walker for their input and attendance at the appeal hearing. Simon Hawes from Highways offered to attend WPC meeting or meet at the proposed site to discuss any issues. The Inspector is to review the site.
b. PA 24/00833/OUT – 9 Houses off Fairgreen Road, Baldwins Gate – Application Permitted. 
c. PA 25/00185/FUL – 6 Houses at Slaters Village – awaiting outcome of Planning Application.
d. PA 25/00626/OUT – Stone House Farm – Nothing to report at present.
e. PA 25/00664/FUL – Brook Farm Acton – Awaiting outcome at the end of October.

43410/25   Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	CP/CHR
	Speed Watch proposal is progressing. Awaiting risk assessment by Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership. Our own signage was discussed to place near Whitmore crossroads.
Speed watch was discussed on A51 at Hill Chorlton

	Play Equipment
	RC
	Inspection of play equipment to be carried out monthly by Cllr Fergusson – to liaise with Cllr Corbett .

	Gate at top of Playing Field
	GC
	To be repaired w/c 6th October 2025

	Website Email
	CP
	UK IT is continuing with generating .gov email addresses for parish councillors and clerk’s new computer is in progress

	Speed Watch Group
	CHR
	Awaiting risk assessment to be carried out

	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	CHR
	Poster to be published again for public to respond

	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	Cllr Perry to approach Croppers to assist with installation.

	Repair of Style at Fair-Green Road
	CP
	Ongoing.

	Methodist Community Centre
	JP
	Poster to be published again by Clerk

	Remembrance Poppies
	CHR
	To be purchased this week. To be displayed by flag pole, Chapel Green and roundabout A5182/A53





43510/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Litter Picker Review – after discussion hourly rate to be raised, proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe. In the previous 6 months 99 bags of rubbish has been collected.
b. Amalgamation of Parish Councils – to be discussed by WPC at next meeting
c. Signalization of A53/A51- See AOB
d. Whitmore Parish Church Ground Maintenance – Nothing to Report.
436/10/25	Correspondence      
a.  Willow Tree – Fair Close – Cllr Perry to liaise with Croppers
Any other Business 
a. NDP discussed – with view to keeping it current – Cllr Walker to explore potential of help to update the document.
b. Cllr Perry to provide SID data to Neill Walker to present to Head of Council and Head of Highways for meeting scheduled regarding junction A51/A53.  If data provides evidence of traffic, then Bellway could consider development of a T Junction at entrance to development instead of a roundabout, leaving funds available for modification of plans at junction of A51/A53.
c. Cllr Corbett approached WPC with view to securing village hall/playing field from potential travellers. A gate was discussed and added to agenda for discussion at next meeting. Cllr Perry to determine insurance cover for removal/clean up if travellers were to occupy the playing field and to liaise with Croppers regarding siting bollards at the end of Fair Green to again prevent the ease of access for potential travellers. 
d. Cllr Corbett informed WPC that the Nativity Display has been destroyed by the Village Hall where it was stored. Parish Clerk to email Peter Keller to inform him of WPC displeasure.
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 5th November 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at  8.46 pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Perry Chairman








Appendix 1
September 2025 Payment Authorisation
	Croppers
	Ground Work -  Invoice September 2025
	£1032.49

	BT
	Village Hall Wifi September 2025
	£58.72

	Rose Hill
	Clerks Salary –  September 2025
	£284.80

	Black Rose Accounting
	Quickbooks September 2025

	£21.00

	VAST
	HMRC September 2025

	£71.20


	UK Business IT
	Monthly Service Charge – September 2025

	£57.41


	Croppers
	Chippings
	£630.00

	Slate Welding Services
	Play Centre Painting
	£810.00

	VAST
	Payroll Charge September 2025
	£30.00

	Paul Stimpson
	Litter Contractor
	£146.52

	Black Rose
	Accounting Support
	£20.00







