


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 3rd September 2025

Present 	Chairman Cllr Perry, Cllrs Corbett, Corkhill, Walker, Hambleton-Ratcliffe, Webb and Bryan
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill
409/9/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – Paul Taft attended.
410/9/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence – PCSO Hodgkinson
411/9/25	Declarations of Interest – None
412/9/25	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Annual Meeting dated: 
6th August 2025 Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr Corkhill
Paula Ferguson was co-opted on to WPC and welcomed as a member of the Parish Council
Cllr Bryan tended her resignation due to childcare issues; she was thanked by all WPC for her seven years’ service and was happy to help on the Events Committee if required. She will continue to attend as a Borough Councillor until May 2026
Chairman Cllr Perry thanked everyone for their support during his recent health issues.
413/9/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended but report sent:
Report of vehicle abandoned on village hall car park, enquiries conducted, and it appears that it belonged to a local resident. Two incidents of drivers reported for driving whilst under the influence of drink in the village. Travellers on BT land on Fairgreen Road moved on after one night apparently, they were on their way to a wedding in Blackpool. Residents were assured that if needed then please contact Staffordshire Police.

414/9/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor – Due to restructure Cllr Bryan is no longer on the Planning Committee. She asked if any member of WPC is due to speak at the appeal regarding the Fair Green proposed development, after discussion WPC felt they could offer no more than previously submitted. Cllr Webb will contact Derek Davies regarding potentially offering more information at the appeal. Cllr Bryan reassured WPC that all documentation regarding the Woodside Development Appeal had been received by the Inspectorate. She assured WPC that no planning application has been received for an extra 20 houses on the Bellway Development at present. Ashley Young Farmers have agreed to Santa touring the village at a date to be confirmed.
	Cllr Bryan left the meeting at 7.30pm

415/9/25	Monthly report County Councillor – None attended, and no report submitted.

416/9/25	Report from the Chairman – A VAT refund has been received from 2023/2024. Mazaars reported a typing error on the AGAR which incurred a fine of £40. WPC discussed the option of employing a separate RFO, Cllr Perry to explore. Litter picker was thanked and has collected a total of 24 bags in August. Elmside Nurseries have continued to water and maintain planters.

417/9/25	Financial Report – RFO
		August 2025 payments authorised.

418/9/25 	 Report from Bellway Grange Liaison Committee – Bellway to replace/repair damaged turf in Lakeside over the coming months. Dust management is ongoing and will commence again at the end of September with assurances from Bellway that they will maintain continual cleaning throughout the process. Bellway to erect a Christmas display on site. Next meeting to be held October 13th, 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]419/9/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 22/01105/FUL – 40 Houses off Woodside, Baldwins Gate – Documentation has been submitted for the Appeal. Neill Walker joined the meeting at 8.05pm to offer his support at the Appeal hearing on 30th September 2025. After discussion he will draft a proposal and circulate to WPC. Cllr Webb requested that that the Planning Department be made aware that the NDP is not out of date and that the Inspector must be made aware of the strong opposition to the plans.
b. PA 24/00833/OUT – 9 Houses off Fairgreen Road, Baldwins Gate – significant objections and representations from Wildlife Trust and WPC concerns have been submitted.
c. PA 25/00185/FUL – 6 Houses at Slaters Village - nothing to report.
d. PA 25/00621/FUL – Bracken Wood, Shut Lane Head – discussed and no objections raised.
e. PA 25/00626/OUT – Stone House Farm – concerns discussed

420/9/25   Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	CP/CHR
	Following a risk assessment Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe informed that a speed watch could be carried out in this area.

	Gate at top of Playing Field
	GC
	Awaiting repair

	Website Email
	CP
	Purchase of new computer approved. New email addresses for WPC ongoing.

	Speed Watch Group
	CHR
	Training completed by 8 volunteers. Radar gun to be replaced at a cost of around £300 prior to commencing the Speed Watch. Proposed by Cllr Corkhill and seconded by Cllr Corbett

	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	CHR
	One response received requesting more benches in the village and better path cleaning.

	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	Quote approved Proposed by Cllr Corkhill and seconded by Cllr Webb

	Repair of Style at Fair-Green Road
	CP
	Ongoing.

	Methodist Community Centre
	JP
	Winter Warmer Café -Commencing Monday 22.10.25 – 22.12.25 from 10-12. Cllr Walker thanked



421/9/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Whitmore Church Ground Maintenance – ongoing.
b. Moss Lane – Now cleared.
c. Expenditure for Remembrance Day Items – discussed the purchase of Metal Soldiers and Poppies. Approved proposed by Cllr Walker and seconded by Cllr Perry. Cllr Hambleton- Ratcliffe to organise.
d. Possible employment of Planning Consultant with contentious Planning Applications. After discussion it was felt this could be too costly for WPC to incur.
e. Sandyfields/Chapel Green – Ownership of the road was discussed and is the responsibility of the residents and not WPC.

422/9/25	Correspondence      
a.  Branches obscuring camera at Village Hall – Cllr Perry to arrange removal.
b. 2 Gateway Avenue – Concerns to raised to Parish Council regarding parking on the pavement of vehicles working on the property. After discussion it was decided that the police should be informed of any obstruction.
Any other Business 
The Village Hall Committee discussed the installation of EV Chargers on the car park which was not thought to be viable.
Cllr Corkhill to discuss with Bellway the possibility of uniting with the Christimas display/nativity scene. It was discussed if the navity scene needs to be refurbished.
The overhanging trees and broken fence on Coneygreave Lane discussed – Cllr Perry to investigate.
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 1st October 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Perry Chairman





Appendix 1
May 2025 Payment Authorisation
	Croppers
	Ground Work -  Invoice August
	£1032.49

	BT
	Village Hall Wifi August 2025
	£58.72

	Rose Hill
	Clerks Salary –  August 2025
	£284.80

	Black Rose Accounting
	Quickbooks August 2025

	£21.00

	VAST
	HMRC August 2025

	£71.20


	UK Business IT
	Monthly Service Charge – August

	£57.41


	Whitmore Village Room Hire
	August
	£72.00

	Owen Electrical
	CCTV Fault
	£168.00

	Elmside Plants
	Summer Planting 2025
	£1432.50

	Paul Stimpson
	Litter Contractor
	£146.52

	UK Business IT
	Monthly Micro 365 Charge
	£57.41

	Miller & Co
	Website Maintenance 1336
	£384.00







