


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 2nd July 2025

Present 	Chairman Cllr Perry, Cllr Corbett, Corkhill, Walker, Webb, Bryan
	Helen Arnold, County Councillor for Newcastle Rural
	Nick Shaw, Office Manager for Leigh Ingham, MP
	Paul Williams, Chairman of the County Council
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill

381/7/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – None attended
382/7/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe, PCSO C. Hodgkinson
383/7/25	Declarations of Interest – None
384/7/25	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Annual Meeting dated: 
4th June 2025 Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr Corkhill
385/7/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended but report sent informing WPC of 2 RTC’s, drone seen hovering above Baldwins Gate Primary, ascertained that it was British Rail carrying out checks on the tracks and some criminal damage outside a property in Acton.
Cllr Bryan also informed WPC that last week around 6-8 houses were burgled in Ashley between 3-5am whilst residents were in the properties.

386/7/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor – Cllr Bryan gave no report but informed WPC that a Full Council Meeting is to be held 23rd July 2025 and an update will be given at our next meeting.

387/7/25	Monthly report County Councillor – CCllr Arnold had no report but gave a brief introduction of her appointment and role within the County Council. She hopes to attend meetings as often as possible but if unable to attend she will send her report. 

388/7/25	Report from the Chairman – 
a. Report that the De-Fib in the phone box had been used on 22.6.25. After checking it appeared that no interference of the defib had occurred, the actual incident remains unknown.
b. Croppers to address areas that are very overgrown with weeds on the roundabout and playing fields. Proposed by Cllr Corbett and seconded by Cllr Web.
c. White metal fences throughout the village – Croppers quote £1200. Cllr Bryan raised concerns regarding additional extras from Croppers. To be discussed at a later meeting.



389/7/25	Financial Report – RFO
a. AGAR sent and acknowledged. Internal audit informed WPC of an improvement on last year.
b. Invoices received and approved.


 390/7/25 – Report from Bellway Grange Liaison Committee – There is no planned meeting in July, next meeting scheduled for 4.8.25 at 12 noon on site. The position of the pelican crossing and size of proposed roundabout was discussed and questioned. The spoil relocation has begun and seems to be causing no concerns to residents at present.
The proposed roundabout on the A51/A53 was discussed at some length and severe concerns raised. 
CCllr Arnold to liaise with Nick Shaw and investigate, as a matter of urgency, these major concerns. Nick Shaw will share plans from Bellway with WPC.

[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]391/7/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. PA 22/01105/FUL – 40 Houses off Woodside, Baldwins Gate – refused unanimously by Council.
b. PA 24/00833/OUT – 9 Houses off Fair-Green Road, Baldwins Gate – No updates at present.
c. PA 25/00185/FUL – 6 Houses at Slaters Village – Application has been referred to Planning Committee and an outcome pending response from consultees.
d. PA 25/00432/FUL – Manor Road, Baldwins Gate – after discussion regarding the proposed increase in size WPC offer no objection to this proposed planning application.





392/7/25   Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	CP
	Cllr Perry reassured WPC that he would investigate the matter urgently. CCllr Arnold was asked if any funding would be available from County Council.

	Refurbishment of Play Equipment
	GC/RC
	Ongoing. Swing damaged and made safe, now awaiting repair.

	Gate at top of Playing Field
	GC
	Trentham Fencing have quoted £485 + VAT
Proposed by Cllr Corbett, seconded by Cllr Webb

	Website Email
	CP
	Cllr Walker to approach the IT company responsible for Village Hall Website and report back.

	Speed Watch Group
	CHR
	Ongoing

	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	CHR
	Ongoing – reports that the “Link” on the questionnaire is not working. 


	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	Awaiting update on a quote - ongoing

	Dome Play Equipment
	GC
	Quote received £810. Approved proposed by Cllr Bryan and seconded by Cllr Corkhill

	Repair of Style at Fair-Green Road
	CP
	CCllr Arnold to investigate the matter regarding repair.




393/7/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Overgrown path by the old station – Cllr Perry to instruct Croppers to undertake the issue.
b. Whitmore Church Ground Maintenance – after some discussion it was proposed that 
Cllr Corbett will liaise with the Church Warden for more information.
c. Local Governance Review and NDP – It was discussed the need to update our current NDP which is now five years old. There is no Government Grant at present to cover the substantial cost of updating the document and its future value was questioned regarding planning applications. The update was felt to be necessary if proposed Council amalgamations go ahead. There was discussion that Maer & Aston, Chapel Chorlton and Hill Chorlton and Whitmore Parish Councils could possibly merge at some point in the future and an updated NDP would be preferred prior to this. 
Cllr Bryan questioned if it would be more beneficial to wait until the Government Local Plan is validated. The matter is to be discussed again at next meeting.	
d. Closure of the Methodist Community Centre – due to lack of use the closure of the centre was discussed and ideas explored. Cllr Bryan to approach the school and investigate ideas. The Parish Clerk to publish the potential of the centre on our Facebook pages.
394/7/25	Correspondence 
a. Potential phone mast on Dale Close – after discussion more information is needed to clarify the situation.
Any other Business  - None
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 6th August 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at 9.10pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Perry Chairman



Appendix 1
May 2025 Payment Authorisation
	Support Staffordshire
	Parish Council Audit
	£250.00

	VAST
	Clerks Salary HMRC 3
	£71.20

	VAST 
	Payroll Charge April – June
	£30.00

	Black Rose Accounting
	Monthly Quickbooks Fee

	£21.00

	Rose Hill
	June Salary

	£284.80


	BT
	Village Hall Wifi – May 2025

	£58.72


	BT
	Village Hall Wifi – June 2025
	£58.72

	Playsound
	Play Equipment update. 
	£11,238.00

	Playsound
	 Replace Timber Section
	£384.30

	Croppers
	Ground Maintenance – June 2025
	£1032.49

	Croppers
	Ground Maintenance – May 2025
	£1032.49

	Black Rose
	Accounting Support – Year End
	£129.30

	Paul Stimpson
	Litter Contractor April/May 2025
	£251.74

	UK Business IT
	Monthly Microsoft 365 
	£57.41

	UK Business IT 
	Domain Name Renewal
	£30.00







