


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 4th June 2025

Present 	Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe, Corbett, Walker, Webb, Corkhill
	PCSO Hodgkinson	 
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill
367/6/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – No member of the public attended
368/6/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence – Cllr Perry, Cllr Bryan
369/6/25	Declarations of Interest – None
370/6/25	The meeting approved the minutes of the General Meeting and Annual Meeting dated: 7th May 2025 Proposed by Cllr Corkhill and Seconded by Cllr Webb
371/6/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – PCSO Hodgkinson stated that due to extreme staff shortage he will only be able to send an electronic report in future. During May there was a slight surge in caravan theft and public advised to secure caravans. Some animal poaching had been reported. There has also been an increase of cows and sheep escaping onto the roads, farmers advised to make sure all livestock are secure. There was one RTC in Whitmore today with one minor injury reported.

372/6/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor – None submitted

373/6/25	Monthly report County Councillor – None attended, invitation extended

374/6/25	Report from the Chairman
In Chairs absence he requested that the following be raised at our next meeting.
At the Planning Meeting dated 20th May 2025 Jones Homes 40 Houses was on the Agenda
Cllr Perry wished it to be noted that he overlooked speaking to Cllr Bryan prior to the meeting as she would be sitting on the Planning Committee and really should have been advised in advance on the speech given by Neill Walker, who was authorised to speak on behalf of Whitmore Parish Council, for which Cllr Perry sincerely apologised to Cllr Bryan.
Parish Clerk was asked to share Mr Walkers speech to the Borough Council and questioned if WPC needs to operate a more robust means of raising objections/concerns regarding planning issues.




375/6/25	Financial Report – RFO

Internal Annual 2024/25 Audit report has been received from Support Staffordshire , and we are rated as “Good” an upgrade from last year at “Adequate:.
 The Annual AGAR External Audit documents were presented and signed as required by Clerk / RFO / Chairman. The full range of documents to be completed and returned to Mazars by June 30th
 The “Notice of Appointment of date for the Exercise of Public Rights” was presented and as required is to be posted on the Parish Web site on Thursday 5th June allowing the public 30 days if they wish to inspect the audit.
 May supplier Invoices were presented and authorised for payment by Cllr Corbett
 376/6/25 – Report from Bellway Grange Liaison Committee – Cllr Corkhill is Chair of the Committee. Island is under review. The start of the pedestrial crossing will begin on Monday 9th June 2025 for three weeks. First show home will be opened 17th July 2025. Emails now being monitored and answered regularly. There was concern from a resident regarding the height of new home directly behind their home, Bellway to carry out survey and liaise with the resident. Bellway are very willing to work with the local residents to alleviate any concerns. Next meeting will be a site meeting 4th August 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]377/6/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. 42 houses Woodside Baldwins Gate – 22/01105/FUL – See above
b. 9 Houses Fairgreen Road- 24/00833/OUT – Nothing to report
c. Houses at Slaters Village - 25/00185/FUL – Nothing to report
378/6/25   Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	CP
	Ongoing. Felt that this matter needs to be addressed as a matter of urgency at next meeting.

	Refurbishment of Play Equipment
	GC/RC
	Toddler area quote received for repair - £850 + VAT and £65 + VAT Proposed by Cllr Corbett and seconded by Cllr Corkhill to proceed.

	Gate at top of Playing Field
	GC
	Repair ongoing.

	Website Email
	CP
	Ongoing – SPCA regarding matter to be investigated by Cllr Perry.


	Speed Watch Group
	CHR
	Ongoing


	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	CHR
	Questionnaire to be published and hard copy to be distributed to various sites for residents to complete



	NDP
	CP/IW
	Ongoing

	WPC Noticeboard
	GC
	Awaiting quote


	Mile Stones/Mileposts

	CHR
	Information received.

	Seeding of A53/B5182
	CP
	Clerk to inform Staffordshire Highways of deterioration of roundabout.

	Dome Play Equipment
	GC
	Ongoing.





379/6/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a. Paragraphs 11 and 14 in the NPPF – discussed 
b. Adult play equipment – to be inspected and repaired by Cllr Corbett
c. Broken style on Fairgreen – to be reported by Clerk to Staffordshire County Council.
d. Proposed dental practice in Sandyfields – issued now no longer being considered at the property.
e. Security cameras at Village Hall – issued being addressed.
380/6/25	Correspondence 
a. Issues raised by resident discussed and Clerk to reply
b. MP Engagement – to visit next meeting
Any other Business  - A resident on Fairgreen enquired regarding a frost damaged wall on a property, it was agreed that repair is the responsibility of the property owner and not WPC.
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 2nd July 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at 9.45pm
Signed ……………………………………………………………. Cllr Perry - Chairman

Appendix 1
May 2025 Payment Authorisation
	Croppers
	Ground Maintenance – May Invoice
	£860.41

	BT
	Village Hall Wifi May 2025
	£50.11

	Rose Hill
	Clerks Salary –  May 2025
	£284.80

	Black Rose Accounting
	Quickbooks April 2025

	£21.00

	VAST
	HMRC May 2025

	£71.20


	UK Business IT
	Monthly Service Charge – May

	£57.41


	Whitmore Village Hall
	Meeting Hire Jan/April 2025
	£72.00

	Whitmore Village Hall
	Use of Toilets by Play Equipment Staff
	£125.00
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Neill Walkers Speech - Planning Mtng..pdf


Good evening, members of the committee, and thank you, Chair. 


Once again, I find myself here because yet another planning application has been 
brought forward by the council’s planning department—recommended, as ever, with 
little consideration for the real and lasting effects on a village already under siege from 
relentless development. 


We warned this committee that approving previous applications would open the 
floodgates for further proposals. That warning has now become reality—this is just the 
beginning. 


There is a growing and deepening concern among residents that planning officers are 
not acting in the best interests of our countryside. Instead, their approach appears 
dismissive, and their methods increasingly opaque. From the outside, it seems this 
committee is either unaware of—or unwilling to confront—the consequences of these 
decisions. Either way, public confidence is eroding. 


I have sat through many of your meetings. While some members, are quick to comment, 
the committee as a whole appears powerless—frustratingly ineffective. Even the Chair 
seems constrained, guided not by the public interest, but by the officers who, in 
practice, control the outcomes of these meetings.  


So I must ask: who is really in charge? 


To be clear, I do not doubt that councillors serve with good intentions. But good 
intentions alone are not enough. I have yet to witness a decision from this committee 
that meaningfully considers the long-term impact on local communities. 


We are frequently told that the Neighbourhood Plan is out of date and therefore not a 
material consideration. And yet, the council’s own policy director has told me that the 
Neighbourhood Plan is not out of date. This is just one example of how facts are twisted 
to suit a predetermined outcome. The housing need numbers cited are manipulated to 
justify developments—whether it’s in Baldwins Gate, Madeley, or Loggerheads—and 
local voices are consistently ignored. 


It begs the question: why have a committee at all if officers are the ones driving the 
decisions? 


As a member of the liaison committee with Bellway, I can report that they intend to build 
one house per week. That equates to nearly four years of disruption to the community.  


This new application seeks to ride the coattails of the 200-home appeal decision, using 
it as a green light for even more development. Many of the justifications in this proposal 
are lifted directly from that appeal. 


 


 







You are told that Highways raise no objections—yet I understand that position may well 
change in the coming weeks. We’re told utilities providers have no objections—what’s 
not made clear is that, in some cases, they legally cannot object. I’ve confirmed this 
directly with Severn Trent Water. These are the sorts of details this committee must 
interrogate—not overlook. 


I say this with regret: I no longer have confidence in this committee. You are being 
misled. You are being used. Most of you are not planning professionals—and officers 
exploit that. They count on your limited time and attention to push through decisions. 
That is why I urge this committee to properly scrutinize the material you are given. 


I would ask you to pause. Delay your decision until you are fully informed, you have that 
power as a committee. Do not allow yourselves to become a rubber stamp for decisions 
made elsewhere. 


Some of you may disagree with this position, however, after attending and observing 
many of these meetings, I can tell you: there is a troubling pattern, and denying it serves 
no one. 


Finally, if you are minded to approve this application—as officers hope—then I urge you 
to at least take one small step to limit its harm: include a condition that no work may 
begin on this site until the Bellway development is complete. This is entirely achievable 
within the five-year window available to the applicant, and it would offer the community 
some respite from the compounded disruption being endured from multiple 
simultaneous developments. 


Thank you. 


 






