


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 5th March 2025

Present Cllr Perry, Corkhill, Walker, Webb, Hambleton-Ratcliffe, Bryan, Corbett, CCllr Northcott	 
330/3/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – One member of the public attended the meeting.
331/3/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence - None
332/3/25	Declarations of Interest – None
333/3/25	The meeting approved the minutes dated: 5th February 2025 Proposed by Cllr Bryan and Seconded by Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe
334/3/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended, Parish Clerk to update Staffordshire Police regarding dates of WPC meetings.

335/3/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor – 
1. Condolences offered regarding the sad death of Newcastle-under-Lyme Mayor and Cllr Barry Panter. WPC wished to also offer their condolences. A book of condolence is situated at the Borough Offices.
2. An emergency meeting is to be held next week regarding devolution – WPC were advised of an ongoing petition which can be found on the Borough Website – Save our Borough.
3. Full Council meeting is up coming.
4. Monthly Surgery was cancelled due to a scheduled Bellway Liaison Committee Meeting at the same time, which unfortunately did not take place. The surgery will be held Wednesday 2nd April 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall from 6.15 to 6.45pm
5. Borough Councillor reported that she is currently have difficulties accessing her borough council attachments so if necessary send via her WPC email. 

336/3/25	Monthly report County Councillor 
1.The CQC inspection team has been in since January and have now concluded all their inspections and interviews with key stakeholders, officers, elected members of the Cabinet and Scrutiny Chairpersons 
Early indications are that it’s gone well.
2.County Elections to take place on the 1st of May and so the Purdah period comes into force mid March. 20th I have decided to step down and will not be running again. 
3.Full Council to met 13th of February https://staffordshire.moderngov.co.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=124&MId=17100 
next meeting is on 13th March 2025.
4. Highways continue to make many more repairs than this time last year, despite the recent rain, snow and storms opening up many new issues. One of the ongoing challenges of localised flooding has presented in many areas in the Rural communities. It is clear that it seems to be placing more demand on highways resources not only to clear blocked drains and gullies but to look at the longer term solutions moving forward to address the causation of issues and the silt building up again in heavy rain. Closer working with the flood agencies and building in more dig down teams to respond to increased demand is critical in tackling the effects of climate changes and apparent warmer wetter seasons. Extra investment to be made to facilitate this. The Pothole Pro(tm) has been out in this area this week and has further work identified this Spring in Newcastle Rural Division.
5. National Apprentice day was held  on (12th February) SCC employs over 220 apprentices in its workforce at the moment with aims to increase take up over the future. This is in addition of the district’s employment sector also taking advantage of the Government’s push to increase apprenticeships especially in the 16-24 age group. As far as the Council is concerned more emphasis on not just education, completing training and confidence building by actually placing the person as a valued member of the authority to nurture on to possible long term employment post apprenticeships.
6. A joint vision for transport priorities across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent will support economic growth, support carbon reduction, to improve connectivity and health and wellbeing.
7.Devolution and LGR : Stoke have published via cabinet to include NUL and Moorlands. County Have now been published via a Cabinet report and represents the start of the Journey that the National Labour Government has instigated and is a statutory request.
8.Council Tax set and agreed by Council @ 2.99% social care plus 1.99% making a total of 4.99% for the 2025-2026 period.
9.Feedback next week before going to the SLT as to the results of the Period Poverty scheme which has proved valid and will improve the outcomes, particularly in areas of deprivation. This will now be rolled out every year with the assistance of voluntary organisation to all 8 districts and key identified Libraries in addition to the pilot scheme who will also retain the donation points for those that wish to donate.
10.HS2 Staffordshire against without proper costed mitigation agreement in place.
11. Local Heroes – Active Living Group have been nominated in recognition and 6 members attended the event.


338/3/25	Financial Report from the Chairman/RFO 
1. Invoices for February presented and countersigned
2. Croppers Ground Maintenance Contract is due for renewal at the end of March 2025. After discussion it was agreed to a three year extension. Proposed by Cllr Webb and seconded by Cllr Corbett.
3. De-Fib check to be completed.
4. Following the advertisement for a WPC Litter Picker a local resident is to given the Contract of 12 hours per month. All necessary equipment is to be provided by the Borough Council. Details of areas to be covered to be given to the gentleman. Parish Clerk to determine safety requirements and insurance necessary.
[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]339/3/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. 200 Houses –Baldwins Gate – Ref 21/01041/OUT –  Liaison Committee – Following problems with traffic management a meeting has been scheduled for Monday 10.3.25 at 12 noon at the Sheet Anchor to address all issues of concern. Bellway are only able to meet during work hours. Parish Clerk to email meeting details..
b. 42 houses Woodside Baldwins Gate – 22/01105/FUL – Minor revisions are being considered and WPC to re-instate our objections.
c. 9 Houses Fairgreen Road- 24/00833/OUT 
d. Environmental concerns were raised regarding the alpacas in a field in Butterton and possible water pollution. Cllr Perry to investigate
e. Cllr Webb raised strong concerns regarding Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council’s very limited ability to:-
1) actively verify that when a Planning Permission is granted, actual construction complies with that Permission
2) react promptly when the public raises concerns that (a) it does not comply OR (b) a construction which requires Planning Permission is in process where no such Permission has been granted for it.

340/3/25   Action List
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	CP
	Investigations either side of crossroad being considered. Ongoing. Data from SID1 collected.

	Refurbishment of Play Equipment
	GC/RC
	Quote received for repair and update. Discussed and agreed. Proposed by Cllr Walker and seconded by Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe.

	Website Update
	CP
	Ongoing


	Speed Watch Group
	CHR
	Poster designed and discussed. Parish Clerk to publish on local Facebook page.

	Warm Space Café
	JW
	Cllr Walker was sincerely thanked for all her hard work over the last few months, much appreciated by residents and WPC.

	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	CHR
	Ongoing


	200 Houses Liaison Committee
	CP
	Ongoing


	NDP
	CP
	Meeting with Cllr Perry and Cllr Webb to be arranged with Urban Vision to discuss.


	WPC Noticeboard
	RC
	Ongoing. Cllr Corbett to instruct cleaning of Manor Road Noticeboard and other areas within the village.

	Whitmore Litter Warden

	CP
	Ongoing.



341/3/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion - None
342/3/25	Correspondence – None
Any other Business – Upon the resignation of County Councillor Northcott , Cllr Perry wished to offer WPC’s sincere thanks for his continued support and hard work over many years.
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 2nd April 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at  9pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Colin Perry – Chairman


Appendix 1
February 2025 Payment Authorisation
	Methodist Church
	Hall Hire
	£180.00

	Croppers
	Ground Maintenance – February Invoice
	£983.00

	BT
	Village Hall Wifi February 2025
	£50.11

	Rose Hill
	Clerks Salary – February 2025
	£200.00

	Black Rose Accounting
	Quickbooks February 2025

	£21.00

	UK Business IT
	Monthly Charge – February 2025
	£57.41

	VAST
	HMRC February 2025

	£50.00

	JD Pest Control
	Mole Removal
	£570.00

	Elmside Plant Centre
	Winter Planting 2025
Refurb Jubilee Gardens
	£1412.50
£320.00







