


Whitmore Parish Council
Minutes of Regular Council Meeting
held on Wednesday 2nd April 2025

Present Cllr	 Hambleton-Ratcliffe, Bryan, Webb, Corbett and Walker
Parish Clerk 	 Rose Hill
343/4/25	To hold the Informal Open Forum – No members of the public attended
344/4/25	To receive and consider apologies for absence - apologies received from CCllr Northcott, 
Cllr Perry, Corkhill and PCC Hodgkinson
345/4/25	Declarations of Interest – None
346/4/25	The meeting approved the minutes dated: 5th March 2025 Proposed by Cllr Webb and Seconded by Cllr Corbett. Cllr Bryan raised concerns and abstained from voting, regarding the rolling contract with Croppers and after discussion it was agreed that Chairman Cllr Perry should seek advice from SPCA and clarify the issue.
347/4/25	To receive the monthly report from Staffordshire Police – None attended

348/4/25	Monthly report Borough Councillor – No significant update but Cllr Bryan wished for the following link to be shared regarding Government re-organisation, and all members of the public are informed of the procedure to submit “Save our Borough” petition.
https://moderngov.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=152&MId=4395&Ver=4

349/4/25	Monthly report County Councillor - None attended due to Purdah

350/4/25	Financial Report from the Chairman/RFO – Chairman Cllr Perry sent his apologies for the meeting and no report was submitted.
March 2025 Invoices were presented and countersigned.
[bookmark: _Hlk131833217]351/4/25	To Consider Planning Applications and Issues – more information regarding any planning applications in the area can be found via the following email address where you can setup saved searches (so you can be notified of changes)
https://publicaccess.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/online-applications/
Contact the Borough Council if you need support with this at:
 Planningapplications@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
a. 200 Houses –Baldwins Gate Grange – Ref 21/01041/OUT – Nothing to report
b. 42 houses Woodside Baldwins Gate – 22/01105/FUL – Nothing to report
c. 9 Houses Fairgreen Road- 24/00833/OUT – Nothing to report.
d. Houses at Slaters Village - 25/00185/FUL – Concerns were discussed regarding local facilities to accommodate 6 new homes 
352/4/25   Action List    
	Key Projects
	Lead Councillor 
	Next Action

	SID 3 Whitmore Crossroads
SID 1
	CP
	No update, Cllr Walker raised concerns over the timescale

	Refurbishment of Play Equipment
	GC/RC
	Formal quote received and signed off. Work to be carried out in May. Village Hall Facilities to be used for workers at a cost of £125. Cllr Bryan raised concerns regarding DBS checks for this.

	Website Update
	CP
	No update at present but Councillors urged that the change of email addresses be updated as a matter of urgency.

	Speed Watch Group
	CHR
	An extra volunteer is needed, Parish Clerk to publish the poster again on Facebook pages. Age restriction to be determined.

	Have Your Say Questionnaire
	CHR
	Ongoing 


	Baldwins Gate Grange Liaison Committee
	CP
	Following the Baldwins Gate Committee meeting it was discussed that a Chair needs to be appointed at the next meeting Monday April 28th so that there is clarity on receiving and addressing complaints and concerns. Points discussed to be published on our Facebook pages.

	NDP
	CP/IW
	Following a meeting with Urban Vision a consultation with Hill Chorlton and Chapel Chorlton, Maer and Aston is thought to be necessary to determine if a revised NDP would be of benefit and if so, the route the Parish Council would take.

	WPC Noticeboard
	RC
	Siting of new noticeboard at the start of Jubilee Gardens was discussed and a quote to be obtained

	Whitmore Litter Warden

	CP
	All equipment now given to the new warden. Concerns regarding insurance to be addressed by Cllr Perry.



353/4/25	Issues pre-registered by Councillors for discussion 
a) 80th Anniversary of VJ Day and VE Day – agreed that flags to be purchased and raised accordingly.
b) No Mow May- discussed and to be explored with Croppers regarding cost
c) Concillor Practioners Guide – Cllr Hambleton-Ratcliffe to review
d) Mile Stones/Mileposts – County Council contacted to determine sites of stones.
354/4/25	Correspondence – None
Any other Business  - None
Next Council Meeting
The Council agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 7th May 2025 at Whitmore Village Hall commencing at 7pm
The meeting closed at 8.55pm

Signed ……………………………………………………………. Colin Perry – Chairman


Appendix 1
March 2025 Payment Authorisation
	Croppers
	Ground Maintenance – March Invoice
	£983.00

	BT
	Village Hall Wifi March 2025
	£50.11

	Rose Hill
	Clerks Salary – March 2025
	£200.00

	Black Rose Accounting
	Quickbooks March 2025

	£21.00

	VAST
	HMRC March 2025

	£80.60







