
WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 
NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2021

Council meetings are scheduled for the first Wednesday in the month. 
Anyone wishing to attend do please contact the Parish Clerk.

St. Thomas’s Church Butterton
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1) Personnel 

Since our previous newsletter Councillor 
Jared Whiting left us due to to work 
commitments and I thank him for his 
contributing during his short time with us. 
We were pleased to then welcome a new 
Councillor, Mark Cooper, enabling Council 
to continue at full strength. My thanks also 
to all my fellow councillors and to our clerk 
Debra, for their continuing help during these 
difficult Covid months, enabling Council to 
continue to meet its work commitments. 

2) Covid 19 

Total lockdown since March 2020 has 
continued with all meetings held remotely 
[Zoom]. Play and Exercise equipment on the 
Village Hall playing field has been alternately 
shut down / re opened as directed by Central 
Government’s handling of the pandemic. 
The forecast now is that all restrictions 
will be lifted on June 21st [the first day of 
summer] but with fears now growing of yet 
another wave in Autumn. 

Status: on-going 

3) Kier Development off Gateway Avenue

Inevitably , the restrictions imposed by 
Covid 19 have reduced our ability to 
follow the progress of the development. 
We understand that Kier hope to have 
completed the development before the 
year end and we are aware of continuing 
local concerns over capability of the surface 
drainage and sewerage systems running 
from the site, down Gateway Avenue and 
onward down to Meadow Way. 

4) HS2 

Royal Assent has now been granted for this 
phase of the HS2 system which runs from 
Lichfield to Crewe, officially confirming that 
HS2 will happen. This represents a major 
milestone for the programme and HS2 can 
now begin accessing and acquiring land 
for the necessary construction works as 
well as taking forward early environmental 
and enabling works. Advance ground 
investigation work [boreholes etc] is already 
underway in Whitmore Wood to further 
define the ground conditions there and will 
shortly continue across the Lea Valley. Major 
road restructuring work will commence for 
M6 junction 15 and its feeder roads towards 
the end of this year, and on the A51 / 53 
junction early next year. Those wishing to 
keep abreast of works in progress are invited 
to register with:-  
http://hs2instaffs.commonplace.is/

Status: on-going 

5) The Local Plan and our Neighbourhood 
Plan

The Borough has withdrawn from its 
arrangement to develop a Joint Local Plan 
with Stoke-on-Trent, and is now developing 
its own Local Plan which will reflect more 
clearly the aspirations and needs of the 
borough. Full details are available on the 
Borough Council’s website. 

I am pleased to have this opportunity to provide you all with a 
brief update on the various issues impacting our Parish.

Chairman’s Report  
SPRING 2021 
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6) Concerns over vehicle speeds on the 
A53 through Baldwins Gate 

Unfortunately the combined approach by 
the four Parish Council represented at the 
Newcastle Rural LAP, that I mentioned in our 
last newsletter, only succeeded in confirming 
that “the responsible authorities” consider 
that our situation is not dangerous enough, 
and does not justify them intervening [cost 
and manpower] beyond what is currently 
deployed ie actively supporting “Speed 
Watch” and providing periodic visits by the 
mobile speed monitor vehicle. 

Status: closed 

7) Vehicle Overspill Parking from the 
Sheet Anchor, on the A53 in Baldwins 
Gate

A revised planning application regarding the 
number of parking spaces has now been 
permitted by the Borough Council and the 
new layout has duly been installed. 

Status: closed 

8) Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish 
Council resigns 

A new Parish Council has now been duly 
elected on 6th May.

9) New CCTV system installed at the 
Village Hall 

The CCTV system which watches over the 
playing field and all approaches to the Village 
Hall has been extensively uprated, involving 
more powerful digital cameras and the 
addition of a new ANPR camera monitor - in 
daylight and in the dark all vehicles entering 
the car park in order to be able to identify 
anyone involved in untoward activity on the 
site. The cost has been covered fully by the 
S106 funding. 

Status: closed 

10) Hazard to road safety on the A53 in 
Whitmore Village 

The two reflective keep left bollards forming 
part of the island structure in the centre of 
the A53 just west of the Mainwaring Arms 
were destroyed over a year ago. This has left 
in place a low concrete plinth which forms 
its base, it’s presence identified visually 
primarily by one or sometimes two traffic 
cones [non reflective] placed upon it [which 
do periodically disappear], clearly presenting 
a road safety hazard. Impact damage of 
both sides of the plinth and the wheel trims 
periodically seen lying on the side of the road 
in the immediate vicinity of the plinth would 
seem to provide clear proof that drivers are 
regularly impacting the plinth. 

AT LAST - today June 6th, after a delay 
of more than a year, the keep left bollards 
have finally been replaced. Reaching this 
outcome has required strenuous complaints 
from the Parish Council and members of 
the local community, strongly supported 
by Councillor Paul Northcott submitting an 
urgent written request. In desperation the 
matter was referred to the SCC Portfolio 
Holder for Highways resulting in this 
successful outcome. 

I urge anyone unfortunate enough to run 
foul of such hazards on our road network 
to be sure to report it ( SCC website / 
Report it / Highways )and if damaged 
to register a complaint with the County 
Council Highways department indicating 
both circumstances and costs incurred, 
given that in these days of tight budgets 
documented evidence of the harm being 
suffered is all important in getting repair 
funding allocated. 

Status: closed. WPC is dismayed by the 
difficulties and delay in obtaining repair of 
such a demonstrably dangerous situation 
but look forward hopefully to much more 
positive reaction to such safety concerns in 
the future. 

Ian Webb, 
June 2021
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The device captures all oncoming traffic 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year. The data 
is downloaded remotely and shows the 
number of vehicles, the time they pass and 
the speeds. 

The SID became active in February 2020 so 
we now have over a years history which we 
show in the graph below-February 2020 to 
April 2021.The data shows that 80 percent of 

drivers are exceeding the speed limit recored 
by the SID which is some 200 metres inside 
the 30 mph speed limit, has been presented 
to the Parish Council and also shared with 
Staffordshire Safer Roads partnership [which 
includes the police and County Council 
Highways department].The Parish Council 
has also joined with other Parish Councils 
through an umbrella group known as the 
Local Area Partnership to raise the profile of 
the issue and raise residents concerns about 
speeding vehicles. Regrettably as reported 
in the Chairman’s report the responsible 
authorities consider that our situation is not 
dangerous, not untypical and does not justify 
them intervening beyond what is currently 
deployed ie actively supporting community 
speed watch and providing periodic visits by 
the mobile police monitoring van. 

The police camera van has been positioned 
in the village on three occasions this year. In 
January 22 offences were recorded with the 
majority of offenders residing in postcode 

In our Autumn newsletter the Parish Council reported on the 
installation of a speed indication device [SID] on the A53 as you 
approach Baldwins Gate from Loggerheads.

Road Safety
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areas ST5 and TF9 so locals.The fastest 
vehicles recorded were travelling at between 
45-49 mph.The Police camera van was out 
again twice in April identifying 8 offences 
on one session and 15 on another.The Safer 
Roads partnership will be supplying more 
details of these offences which we will 
highlight in our next newsletter. 

The Parish Council understands residents 
concerns regarding road safety and 
will continue to look at ways to make a 
difference. The Parish Council are 
considering several other initiatives 
to make the village safer and the 
Community Speed Watch Group now 
consists of six volunteers-up from the 
three which it has been for several 
years.Its clear from other Parish 
Councils that the more monitoring 
which is carried out [Volunteers with 
the speed gun with high Viz jackets 
and a clipboard] the greater effect it 
has on drivers awareness of the speed 
limits and slowing down. 

Through the use of the SID data we are 
able to detect the difference in speeds 
whilst the speed watch team are active. 
Unfortunately due to the lockdowns the 
monitoring has been on hold until early May.
Now we have more volunteers we have 
planned to double the amount of monitoring 
we undertake. 

 

If you are interested in joining the 
group or finding out more about what is 
involved to enable even more monitoring 
of vehicles passing through Baldwins 
Gate please contact the Parish Clerk or 
Cllr Tim Harris on 01782 681150

vehicles.Regrettably as reported in the Chairman’s report the responsible 
authorities consider that our situation is not dangerous, not untypical and 
does not justify them intervening beyond what is currently deployed ie 
actively supporting community speed watch and providing periodic visits by 
the mobile police monitoring van.


The police camera van has been positioned in the village on three occasions 
this year. In January 22 offences were recorded with the majority of offenders 
residing in postcode areas ST5 and TF9 so locals.The fastest vehicles 
recorded were travelling at between 45-49 mph.The Police camera van was 
out again twice in April identifying 8 offences on one session and 15 on 
another.The Safer Roads partnership will be supplying more details of these 
offences which we will highlight in our next newsletter.
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The GMC includes :- 

• 	 Weed control on paths and verges 

• 	 Hedge Cutting and Tree trimming 

• 	 A weekly cut of the Village Hall playing field and Chapel Green 

•	 A programme of grass cutting throughout the Parish of many road side verges and the 
A53 Roundabout. 

• 	 Cleaning of Bus Stops and regular sweeping of the A53 footpath. 

We are able to consider any further projects that would improve the appearance of the Parish, 
so do please let us know if you have any ideas. 

Flower Tubs and Planters 

The winter pansies have certainly looked well and it will soon be time for the Summer 
Bedding plants in June - the current contract is with Elmside Nurseries at Madeley. As always 
our biggest problem is watering so we do encourage you all to get out a watering can as 
often as possible. 

Moles 

The mole catcher has been very busy this year 
throughout the Parish - thanks to Dave Cooper at JD’s 
Vermin Control - moletrapper@ntlworld.com. 

Jubilee Gardens 

We have now completed the clearance and re seeding 
of the area under the trees to make a pleasant picnic 
area. Thankfully the grass has now grown well and a 
number of shrubs have been planted.

As reported previously the largest spend the Parish Council 
makes is on the Grounds Maintenance Contract [GMC] which 
is currently with an organisation known as Croppers Grounds 
Maintenance Ltd based in Fenton. They are a family business 
established in 2001 and have contracts with many local schools 
and hospitals. 

Parish Appearance



7



8

Butterton township probably began in Saxon 
Times when the Lyme Forest covered the 
area. The name at that time was Buttereton 
or Botertun meaning “butter farmstead”. 
There are still two dairy farms in the village 
today. 

In about 1540, the Swinnerton family 
acquired the land and built the old Hall, the 
remnants of which can be seen off the south 
side of Park Road. At that time, the core of 
the village was in this area, while another 
hamlet, Millstone Green, developed later off 

the Shrewsbury to Newcastle turnpike road. 
The footpath next to Park Lodge running 
through the field to a cattle bridge/footpath 
over the M6 follows a line close to the old 
road. The bridge is referred to by the locals 
as the “Rainbow Bridge”. 

Our Parish is made up by a number of residential areas so for 
some of you who have not walked through it I thought an article 
about Butterton would be of interest.

Butterton



9

In the 19th Century, the estate 
passed by marriage to the Pilkington 
family who built a new Hall, St 
Thomas’ Church and a school. Sadly 
the new Hall never became their 
family home and after a history of 
short tenancies, it was requisitioned 
by the army in the First World War. 
Dry rot was found in 1921 and the 
Hall was demolished with much 
of its stone being used to build a 
private house on the Westlands (now 
Newcastle Golf Club House). 

The school had two classrooms and 
served a large area; at times over sixty 
children were on the roll. It closed in 
1969 when a new school was built in 
Baldwin’s Gate. 

When the church opened in 1845, the only 
carriage access was from the new Hall on 
the east side. Millstone Green villagers had 
a footpath access across the fields. This 

was converted into a single track driveway 
in 1940. About this time the name Millstone 
Green fell into disuse in favour of Butterton 
as it is known today. 

Photo below shows the remains of the Old 
Hall built in 1540.
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Despite the absence of its monthly face-to-
face events in the Whitmore Village Hall, the 
Group has been supporting its members 
and local residents with its prescription 
collection and shopping delivery services, as 
well as providing transport to and from GP 
and Hospital appointments, including Covid 
vaccinations. 

With its “Fun Mobility” online exercise 
sessions and Newsletter, members have 
been able to keep up a healthy routine 
of easy home exercises to help to ensure 
fitness and well being when outdoor exercise 
was curtailed by inclement weather. 

The Book Club has been meeting monthly 
via Zoom to chat about a range of diverse 
books suggested by the members, from 
crime thrillers to historical novels to classic 

bestsellers. In May the Club Members begin 
a new range of stories based on a theme of 
“Around the World in Eight Books”. 

On 21st May, the Walking Group will begin 
its twice fortnightly series of local walks, 
starting in Chapel Chorlton. The walks last 
around 90 minutes and cover approximately 
4 miles of easy walking. In the new season, 
it is hoped to take in some walks which will 
finish with a nice lunch at a local pub. 

If the Government’s easing of lockdown 
restrictions remains on course, the Active 
Living Group monthly “Tea, Coffee, Cakes 
& Conversation” events and full range of 
activities should commence in July. So, we 
look forward to actually seeing everyone for 
an enjoyable summer of social get togethers. 

Despite the impact of Coronavirus and the recent third 
lockdown, it has been rewarding to see how the Group has 
continued to flourish and even recruited new members, taking 
our membership to 80. 

The Active Living 
Group

For more information about all of the 
many Active Living Group activities, 
please contact David and Louise 
Harrison on (01782) 681155 or by email: 
louisendavidharrison@btinternet.com 
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The Village Hall is a splendid venue for 
occasional events such as wedding 
receptions, wedding anniversaries, 
birthdays, charity raising events, musical 
evenings and public meetings. Anybody 
interested in hiring the Hall please contact 
Krys Holbrook on 01782 680481. 

The Village Hall Committee carry out various 
tasks to ensure that the Hall is maintained 
to the highest standards but we are always 
grateful for additional help from anybody 
who feels that they can give up some of their 
spare time to assist the existing members, 
please contact Krys Holbrook for further 
information. 

We are also looking to appoint a Secretary to 
assist with the administration of running the 
Village Hall which is a registered charity. If 
you are interested in this role do please email 
peterrmkeller@gmail.com.

On behalf of the Committee, I wish to thank 
all the groups for maintaining their interest in 
the Hall after such a long period of isolation 
and trust they are enjoying the facilities on 
offer once again. 

Peter Keller 
Chairman :  

Whitmore & District Village Hall

In the light of easing of the Covid regulations from mid-May, we 
have welcomed back many regular supporters of the Village Hall 
over the last few weeks. Activities such as Ashley Music School, 
Line Dancing, Cubs, Beavers, Scouts, Karate and Stay and Play 
have all used the hall on a regular basis and it is hoped that the 
Active Living Group can commence very soon. 

Whitmore & District 
Village Hall 



Debra Powell - Parish Clerk 
	 parish.clerk@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	07973 330882 

Ian Webb - Chairman 
	 ian.webb@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	01782 680522 

Colin Perry - Vice Chairman 
	 colin.perry@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	07831 484244 

Geoff Corbett 
	 geoffcorbett148@gmail.com 
	01782 680645 

Derek Davies 
	 derek.davies@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	07976 532305 

Tim Harris 
	 tim.harris@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	07976 532305 

Amy Bryan 
	 amy.bryan@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	07742 083409 

Debbie Rogerson 
	 debbie.rogerson@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	07717 571984 

Mark Cooper 
	 mark.cooperwhitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 
	07980 161395

YOUR COUNCILLORS

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 

  Facebook.com/whitmoreparish


