WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL
NEWSLETTER
AUTUMN 2020

Council meetings are scheduled for the first Wednesday in the month.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions the meetings are now held via Zoom.
Anyone wishing to attend do please contact the Parish Clerk.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT AUTUMN 2020
I am pleased to finally have this opportunity to
provide you all with a brief update on the various
issues impacting our Parish.

current significant problems being created by
the development of the site.

1) A whole year since our last Newsletter
(Autumn 2019)!

4) The new pedestrian crossing in
Baldwins Gate

Since our last newsletter, two Councillors have
left us (Graham Hutton and Roy Peddie) but
we were pleased to be able to welcome Derek
Davies back to the Council together with two
new Councillors (Deborah Rogerson and Jared
Whiting), so that we are now back up to full
strength again.
2) Covid 19
The arrival of Covid 19 led to total lock down
on 20th March 2020, turning everyone’s lives
upside down, and changing radically how we
have had to work, not least having to hold
all meetings remotely (via ZOOM). The most
immediate impact was to force us to temporarily
close the Play and Exercise equipment on
the Village Hall playing field, and the Village
Hall Committee to temporarily close the Hall
itself. Both were reopened under strict covid
mitigation measures as soon as the essential
risk assessments had been carried out and the
required safety measures identified and put in
place.
Stay Safe.

Status: Passive monitoring.

At the end of 14 months of determined effort,
terminating in me having to register a formal
complaint with the County Council in order to
make progress, we have now got as far as we
are able to with the 3 issues of concern which
we identified in our last newsletter. Result (50%
success).
(a) The “KEEP CLEAR” marking in white paint
on the Northern carriageway of the A53, at the
entrance to Gateway Avenue was eventually
installed. Unfortunately the length of the “Keep
Clear” gap defined by the white lines is only
about half of what is defined in the Planning
Permission drawings but our requests for this to
be corrected have been refused (result 50%).
(b) The “LOOP” installed in Gateway Avenue (on
the LHS when approaching the A53) has at last
been repositioned, to avoid vehicles parking
on it and causing the lights on the crossing
to repeatedly trigger to red, creating serious
disruption on the A53. A good result but it took
14 months....(result 100%).

3) Kier development behind Gateway
Avenue

(c) Safety concern for vehicles turning right out
of Gateway Avenue onto the A53 , due to lack
of visibility to the right caused by queuing line
of vehicles when the crossing lights turn to red.
County Council has not accepted the need for
action to deal with this, leaving it to the exiting
driver to ensure that it is safe to proceed. Our
particular concern is the possible impact with an
unseen cyclist / motorcyclist who is overtaking
a line of traffic waiting at the lights (result 0%).
Status: Closed

We learn that from the original plan they are
now 75% sold, they have 17 houses to finish
off, and they plan the site to be completed
March/April next year, Covid 19 having affected
their completion date. We are not aware of any

Royal Assent has been granted for the London
/ Birmingham section, and construction work
is now actively underway. The LORDS have not
yet completed Petition Hearings but it now looks

I am pleased to be able to report that your
Council has managed to continue to carry out
its duties, and I want to take this opportunity
to express my most sincere thanks to our clerk
Debra Powell and to all my fellow Councillors for
their sterling work and solid support throughout
these past 12 months, especially since Covid 19
entered our lives.

5) HS2a

inevitable that HS2a will also soon be granted
Royal Assent. The optimist might ponder on the
possibility of it even now being cancelled on
cost grounds given the dire state of the Nation’s
finances due to Covid 19 but....... Status:
Waiting
6) Neighbourhood Development Plan
Our “Chapel and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston,
and Whitmore Neighbourhood Development
Plan” was officially adopted on 21st January
and now forms part of the Development Plan
for Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough. Following
a meeting in June with the new NULBC Head
of Planning, Shawn Fleet, it is now being fully
considered and referenced in Officers’ Reports
dealing with Planning Applications. However,
the Government is currently running Public
Consultations on two complementary proposals
for a radical shakeup of the Planning System
(and I mean radical). If they are adopted, the
future standing of NDPs is unclear. See also
a further report elsewhere in the Newsletter.
Status: Waiting...
7) Excessive vehicle speeds on the A53
through Baldwins Gate
This has long been the most talked about
concern in our community, but the cold reality
is that in the (very fortunate) absence of
significant levels of serious road accidents,
the A53 in Whitmore Parish is not classed as “a
dangerous road” by the key authorities (County
Police and Highways). As a result they do not
consider our “concerns” justify them funding
the type of expensive interventions which
they would need to make in order to produce
a permanent on going reduction in the speed
profile. At present, we are left to rely on an
occasional presence of the Police Mobile Speed
Monitor Van, and regular sorties by our local
Speedwatch Group. Both invaluable “calming
tools” but able to produce only transitory short
term improvements. Even the mobile SIDs which
County Highways used to periodically install at
each end of the village were abandoned by them
some time ago for lack of funds, depriving us
of any further official speed profile statistics. In
February your Parish Council therefor purchased
and installed our own speed monitoring device
at the Western entrance to the village, set up
to register the speeds of all vehicles entering
the village on the A53 from the West, 24/7. The

results, as entirely expected, make sobering
reading. Now that we have the evidence, we will
again try to use it to slow the traffic down, but
given the above scenario it will not be easy. See
also a further report elsewhere in the Newsletter.
Also, a combined approach by the Parish
Councils represented at the Newcastle Rural
LAP is currently being considered, covering
speeding problems on both the A51 and the
A53. Status: In progress
8) Dangerous vehicle parking on A53 in
Baldwins Gate
We are seeing daily problems of vehicles parked
dangerously on the A53 in the vicinity of the
Sheet Anchor. Safety being our first priority, we
referred the problem to the Police who have now
discussed it with the pub’s Manager, posted
appropriate warning notices, and will be issuing
penalty notices to offenders. We also referred
the problem to the Borough Council’s Planning
Enforcement Department, pointing out that the
current layout of the pub’s carpark only offers 40
slots as opposed to the 50 slots required by the
current planning permission. As a result, a new
Planning Application has now been submitted
(ref 20/00709/FUL) proposing a revised layout
which increases the number of slots on the front
carpark area from the existing 27 to 38, raising
the total capacity to the required 50 (in fact 51).
This will undoubtedly improve the situation, but
we fear that the slots, although of “Standard
Width (2.4m)”, are too narrow to house many
of the bigger vehicles in use nowadays. Due
representation has been made. Status:
Awaiting decision on the new PA
9) Chapel and Hill Chorlton Parish
Council resigns
A very sad situation which I understand
results from a wearying period of increasingly
unpleasant criticism from one of their
parishioners. The Borough Council has now
appointed Councillor Graham Hutton as interim
Head of the Parish Council, supported by
Councillors Barry Panter and Paul Northcott, to
work with the clerk to “manage” the situation
until a local election can be held to try to appoint
a new Council. Unfortunately the earliest date
that that can happen is early May next year.
Status: evolving (????).
Ian Webb, September 14th

ROAD SAFETY
Over the last few years and particularly during the last few months many
residents have complained about vehicles speeding on the A53 and along our
country lanes. The Parish Council has responded by installing a Speed Indication
Device [SID] on the A53 as you approach Baldwins Gate from Loggerheads,
some two hundred yards inside the 30mph limit sign and between two blind
bends. The device captures all oncoming traffic 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
It also provides a wealth of data regarding the number of vehicles, the time they
pass, and their speeds. Sadly, not the registration numbers!

Registration number obscured to protect the GUILTY!!!!

The SID has been operational since February and we (the Parish Council)
are analysing the data which is being shared with the Staffordshire County
Safer Roads Partnership. The year to date data for August shows that 80% of

vehicles are exceeding the speed limit of which 46% of vehicles are travelling at
speeds of between 35mph and 50mph, which is clearly too fast. The number of
motorists exceeding 50mph is small (1.4%) but is still of cause for great concern
given that the speed limit is 30mph.
Whilst the SID warns drivers to slow down it is clear that more monitoring and
enforcement is required. A Community Speed Watch [CSW] group of three
police approved and trained volunteers currently operates at two locations on
the A53 using hand held speed detection radar. Details of vehicles exceeding
the speed limit are sent to Staffordshire Police who issue letters to the
registered owners of the vehicles. If the same vehicle is identified by any CSW
any CSW in Staffordshire for a third time in 12 months a police officer will visit and issue a
inwarning.
Staffordshire for a third time in 12 months a police officer will visit and issue a
warning.

Vehicle Speed Groups - February to
August 2020
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is positive news however we would welcome more volunteers to
increase the size of our team, which would allow us to carry out more frequent
monitoring. If you would like further information on what is involved please
contact either the Parish Clerk or Councillor Tim Harris on 01782 681150.

PARISH APPEARANCE
The highest level of expenditure for the Parish Council is on the Ground
Maintenance Contract [ GMC ] which over the past three years has been with an
organisation known as Croppers - I am sure you will have seen their vehicles and
staff regularly around the area.
The GMC includes :• The grass cutting of many road side verges , the Roundabout at the A53
Trentham Road and the surrounding area plus sites in Butterton and Acton.
• A weekly cut of the playing field and play areas at Whitmore Village Hall
• Grass Cutting and Maintenance of Jubilee Gardens and Chapel Green
• Regular sweeping of the A53 footpath, and the entrance and Car Park at the
Village Hall.
• All Bus Stops cleaned and maintained
• Selected Hedge Cutting and Tree Trimming
• A programme of weed control on paths and verges
• Specialist projects such as painting the White Metal Railings and work on
Footpaths
We are able to consider any further projects that would improve the appearance
of the Parish so do please let us know if you have any ideas.
Flower Tubs and Planters
There is a separate Contact with Elmside Nurseries at Madeley, to maintain all
the flower tubs and planters around the Parish. Each year they plant Summer
Bedding in June and regularly maintain them and then in late October replace
with Winter Bedding items. The various tubs add a special touch of colour and I
trust you will agree enhance the village appearance. The major issue with these
tubs is the watering and we would ask for your help wherever possible to get out
with a watering can.
Moles
We are continually getting the mole catcher out to attend to the Village Hall
playing field and other areas.

Trees
We carry out an annual survey and
maintenance of over 40 trees at the Village
Hall and in Jubilee Gardens to BS 3998 this ensures we keep a regular record of
their health and structural stability. This
work is carried out by Daniel James Tree
Services.
Jubilee Gardens
This garden behind the BT Exchange
building is a little gem for the Parish and
we do ensure that it is kept in good order.
This year we have cleared an area under
the trees and re seeded it plus planting a
number of shrubs.

WHITMORE & DISTRICT VILLAGE HALL
The village hall is coming back to life. We have a lovely display of flowers near the entrance
and the hall is spotlesslu clean inside. Lots of new paint applied and maintenance jobs
completed. A full Covid risk assessment project completed with detailed instructions for
all hirers and facilities provided including hand sanitising stations, lots of hot water and
soap, clean wipes, etc. A full and extensive deep clean has been completed with ongoing
cleaning procedures in place.
All hirers are required to produce a Risk Assessment and adhere to it to protect everyone’s
ongoing safety. This is based on the well-published government guidelines, typically social
distancing, hand washing, track & trace, etc. If anyone needs more information please see
our website or contact the booking secretary Krys Holbrook on 01782 680481.

Would you like to help with the running of this valuable local facility?
The village hall is a registered charity and run totally by volunteers. This hall is an
important and valuable part of the local social fabric. If you would like to be involved,
please contact any committee member.
The village playground is now open
The playground including infant, child and adult gym equipment and the field with picnic
tables is now open though with some Covid mitigation restraints in place.
Please come and enjoy your playground. Climb, slide, swing, kick a ball.
Enjoy the fresh air (when it stops raining). The grass is mown, all equipment cleaned,
information signs in place and everything is checked regularly. There have been strong
comments made about some inconsiderate people who recently left a picnic table full of
rubbish and litter. Please don’t let this tiny minority spoil our playground for the rest of us.
Please come and enjoy these facilities and leave them the way you like to find them.
Village Hall AGM is on November 5th at 1930hrs - all welcome

www.whitmorevillagehall.org.uk

ACTIVE LIVING GROUP
THE ACTIVE LIVING GROUP SUPPORTS RESIDENTS
DURING COVID LOCKDOWN
The Group held its last monthly “Tea, Coffee, Cakes & Conversations” social event in
mid-March at the Whitmore Village Hall. At that event we ran our new “Fun Mobility” light
exercises session before refreshments and closed with an entertaining presentation on
the art of flower arranging (just in time for Mothers’ Day!)
Following the imposition of lockdown, Elena Sudlow and a Baldwins Gate resident, Laura
Stevenson organized a “leaflet drop” in the locality advising the residents of our proposed
support package for those forced to shield. David Harrison reiterated the offer via emails
to all WDAL Group Members and other residents outside the “leaflet drop” campaign.
In addition, 12 WhatsApp Groups were set up to create localised social networks to keep
neighbours in touch daily with each other and offer help when needed. Using volunteers
our Group supported residents in our three local Parishes with food shopping collections/
deliveries, prescription collections/deliveries and transport to and from GP and hospital
appointments. These support services were fully utilized and even included regular “fish
and chip deliveries”!
During the lockdown to help to keep our group members’ minds and bodies active, we
sent out weekly a range of light fitness exercises that could be easily conducted in the
home. On a monthly update we recommended a range of books to suit all ages and
interests and the book club members also kept up their own reading syllabus via email
reviews each month end.
Our Walking Group restarted its local fortnightly walks in September but sadly has had
to suspend them following the Government’s imposition of the “rule of six”. Similarly,
that same ruling has also postponed the resumption of our monthly “Tea, Coffee, Cakes
& Conversations” events which were due to start in October. Nevertheless, the Group is
looking at new ways of keeping its members active and in touch should a “second wave”
of Covid arise in the near future.
Despite the impact of the Coronavirus, it has been rewarding to see how the Group has
continued to flourish and even recruited new members taking our membership to almost
80. For more information about the Active Living Group, please contact David and Louise
Harrison on (01782) 681155 or by email: louisendavidharrison@btinternet.com

TICKET OFFICE
BACK TO LIFE AFTER 183 YEARS
Whitmore Train Station opened in 1837 has been brought back to life by an
initiative between Students at Staffordshire University.
The Old Ticket Office on the bridge which was closed by Network Rail for
structural issues many years ago has been given a facelift.
The Parish Council approached the University with an idea to depict the history
of the Station with a series of panels - four groups of students put forward ideas.
The winning theme recalls the world record set by the London, Midland &
Scottish Railway Locomotive “The Coronation Scot” No.6220 passing through
Whitmore in 1937 at 115mph.
The Streamlined Locomotive was the first of its class, built at Crewe and had a
special livery of Caledonian Blue and Go Faster Stripes.

The front panels on the
Ticket Office show the
speeding train and on the
side door an Information
Board that gives a timeline
of the Village and Station.
Our thanks to Network Rail
for allowing this historical
moment to be depicted
and to brighten up the old
building.

Parish Councillor Vacancy
We currently have a vacancy on the Parish Council.
If you would like to be considered do please contact the Parish Clerk.

YOUR COUNCILLORS
Debra Powell - Parish Clerk
parish.clerk@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
07973 330882
Ian Webb - Chairman
ian.webb@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
01782 680522
Colin Perry - Vice-Chairman
colin.perry@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
07831 484244
Geoff Corbett
geoffcorbett148@gmail.com
01782 680645
Derek Davies
derek.davies@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
07950 384603
Tim Harris
tim.harris@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
07976 532305
Amy Bryan
amy.bryan@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
07742 083409
Debbie Rogerson
debbie.rogerson@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
07717 571984

YOUR PARISH WEB SITE
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
The web site contains a considerable amount of information and is regularly updated with
the Minutes from the monthly Parish Council meeting plus other relevant articles.
Accessibility - the site is now fully compliant as per Government Regulations.

