
WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council 
held on 6 November 2019 

Present 
Councillor (Chairman) Ian Webb, Councillors Perry, Corbett, Harris, Hutton and Peddie 
 
202/11/19 To receive and approve apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and approved for Councillor Bryan 
 
203/11/19 To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
Councillor Webb declared an interest in PA19/826 involving the stables in Acton as he lives in Acton. 
 
204/11/19 To hold the informal Local Forum 
Jared Whiting and Martin Rawlings were present as prospective candidates for the Parish Councillor 
vacancy. 
 
205/11/19 To approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 2 October 2019 
The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman being proposed by Councillor Perry and 
seconded by Councillor Harris. 
 
206/11/19 To consider matters arising from the Minutes  
 
207/11/2019 Artwork to the Ticket Office  
Artwork prepared by the students of Staffordshire University Art Department has been installed on 
to the ticket office in Baldwins Gate. A number of reactions and comments have been received by 
the Parish Council from residents. 
 
208/11/2019 Repairs to the equipment in the play area 
Repairs to the play equipment have been arranged with Playdale. The work is scheduled to be 
carried out at the start of 2020. 
 
209/11/19 To receive the Chairman’s report November 2019 
 
Chairman’s report November 2019 

1. Kier development behind Gateway Avenue 
We learn that there is a new Contracts Manager responsible for the site, Matt Cadwallandar, 
replacing Keith Harris, and that a new Site Manager has been appointed. 

 
2. The new pedestrian crossing in Baldwins Gate 

a) The “Keep Clear” marking across the entrance to Gateway Avenue: 
The promised marking has been put in place but only defines a keep clear gap of 
#5m length instead of the #15m gap defined in the “Condition” drawings (*?.!*!??). I 
have raised this with County who have promised to inspect the marking and correct 
as required. Waiting... 

b) The “loop” issue: 
County have asked the developer to review the system set up in order to prevent 
vehicles parked on the loop continually triggering the lights to red. Waiting.... 

c) Our safety concern for vehicles turning right out of Gateway Avenue 



We have forwarded a suggested solution, and the example of a fatal accident in 
comparable circumstances elsewhere in the County, and County have agreed to 
review the situation. Waiting.. 

3. HS2a 
The results of the Review of the HS2 project ordered by the government is expected before 
the end of the year. Awaited with keen interest but limited expectations... 
HS2 reports that the “tunnel presentation” that it gave at the Madeley Centre was well 
attended and generated considerable interest so they now plan two extra sessions at 
Whitmore Village Hall on February 20th. (Details to be confirmed). 
 

4. Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
A detailed update was provided in our Autumn Newsletter. The final text that will be put 
forward to Public Referendum has been agreed and the Borough Council has now 
announced that it will take place on Thursday 12th December. The referendum question will 
be: 
“Do you want Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for 
Chapel and Hill Chorlton, Maer and Aston, and Whitmore to help it decide planning 
applications in the neighbourhood area?” You can vote either “Yes” or “No”.   
I urge all of our Parishioners to turn out and vote for this. Four years in the making, it is 
designed to give us all a much greater say in how our Parish evolves in the future. 
 

5. THE OLD NETWORK RAIL TICKET OFFICE IN BALDWINS GATE.  
Early last year your Council decided to seek ways of improving the appearance of the old 
Network Rail Ticket Office in Baldwins Gate, given that Network Rail had confirmed that it is 
not currently safe for active use of any sort, and that there are no plans to restore it due to 
costs. Your Council is very proud to announce that on Monday this week, our objective was 
finally achieved when a set of extremely attractive murals were installed over the doors and 
windows openings.  The artwork for the murals was produced for us, as a project, by 
Stafford University students and offer a spectacular celebration of the history of the railway 
in Baldwins Gate. In particular of the 115mph Speed Record set by the Coronation Scott as it 
ran through Baldwins Gate in 1937 on the 100-year anniversary of the opening of Whitmore 
Station, the same year as Queen Victoria’s Coronation. As per the information on the “blue 
plaque” installed on the front of the building.  
 

6. THANKS: I would like to register my several thanks: 
a) to ex WPC Councillor Derek Davies and Richard Latham for helping us to deliver our 

Autumn Newsletter 
b) to my Vice Chairman, Colin Perry, for organising the Contract with “UK Business IT” 

for the provision of Technical Support for our Council’s various computer needs. 
c) to Derek Davies for coming up with the idea of using artwork to adorn the Ticket 

Office, obtaining Network Rail’s permission to do so and then arranging with the 
University to take it on board as a project for its art students.  

d) to my Vice Chairman, Colin Perry, for organising the contract to have the panels 
produced and installed.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



210/11/19 Clerk’s reports 
 
Finance Report  
Donations and Purchases – Reimbursement requested for 123 Reg domain registration and postage 
stamps (newsletter and general postage) - £61.05 
Lloyds Grant Account Receipts - None 
Lloyds Grant Account Payment of Accounts  

Date 
Chq 
no Payee/Details Net £ Vat £ Total £ 

06/11/2019 27 
Urban Vision (planning, support and advice on 
Examiner’s comments)   250.00 

Bank of Scotland Receipts – None 
Bank of Scotland payments  

Date 
Chq 
no Payee/Details Net £ Vat £ Total £ 

06/11/2019 760 
UK Business IT (MS Office essentials licence, 
website and domain hosting) 39.10 7.82 46.92 

06/11/2019 761 The Printing House Ltd (Newsletter)     294.00 

06/11/2019 762 Mrs D Powell (Salary)     584.50 

06/11/2019 763 

Mrs D Powell (Reimbursement for 123 Reg 
domain registration, postage stamps re 
newsletter and general)     61.05 

06/11/2019 764 
Urban Vision (VAT on planning, support and 
advice on Examiner’s comments)  

      
50.00 50.00 

06/11/2019 765 Cropper Grounds Maintenance (October 2019) 727.58 145.52 873.10 

06/11/2019 766 
Whitmore and District Village Hall (WPC room 
hire July, August, September 2019)   45.00 

06/11/2019 767 UK Business IT (Setup of WPC email accounts) 615.00 123.00 738.00 

  6/11/2019     768 Void   0.00 

06/11/2019 769 TCE Limited (Signage for A53 roundabout) 105.00 21.00 126.00 

06/11/2019 770 The British Legion (Donation)   50.00 

    Total 1486.68 346.72 2868.57 

 
Other Financial Business 
Direct debit payments of £99 (British Telecom) and £14.49 (PlusNet) were paid in the month. 
 
211/11/19 To receive the Clerk’s report 
Correspondence and material received during September 2019 as detailed in the circulated Clerk’s 
report was noted. 

1) Newcastle Borough Council plan to trim the Silver Birch tree on the village green, in between 
Sandyfields and the A53. It is approximately 15 metres directly East of the property Ashlyn, 
on the green on 4 November 2019. They plan to prune the Silver Birch to the old previous 
pruning cuts, to gain a 2-metre clearance from the overhead open low voltage network. 

 
212/11/19 Town and County Planning 
The status of planning applications was noted.  

2) PA 19/00636/FUL Part retrospective change of use and erection of new building all for dog 
agility training. Butterton Grange Farm Trentham Road Acton. For comment by 21 
November 2019. 



3) PA 19/00786/FUL Variation of condition 2 planning permission 18/00858/FUL to vary the 
house type of unit 4. Land off Watering Close Newcastle Road. Comments registered 31 
October 2019. 

4) PA 19/00826/FUL Application to remove condition 09 (The indoor and outdoor horse 
exercise areas shall be used only by the horses stabled on the site) of planning application 
13/00349/FUL (Demolition of existing stables, erection of replacement and additional 
stables, and relocation of proposed horse walker, portacabin and car parking). Location: 
Acton Hall Equestrian Centre Acton Newcastle. For comment by 11 November 2019. 

 
Group Reports 
 
213/11/19 Parish Appearance 

1) Elmside Nurseries have removed the summer bedding and planted the winter bedding. 
2) Jubilee Gardens has been reseeded. 
3) Croppers have finished the monthly grass cutting and have tidied around the ticket office. 
4) Newcastle under Lyme School signage has been replaced on the A53 roundabout. 

 
214/11/2019 Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 
The public referendum is taking place on 12 December 2019.  
 
215/11/19 HS2 update 
See the Chairman’s report at reference 209/11/19 
 
216/11/19 To receive an update on Community Events and Engagement 

1) The Meeting discussed preparations for the Christmas event. 
2) A Councillor had attended the Rural Runabout EGM. 

 
217/11/19 To consider any other Planning Matters 
None. 
 
218/11/19 Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote  
That Council consider and vote on a Recommended Solution for a speed monitor and warning device 
installation for the A53 in Baldwins Gate. Following discussions, it was unanimously RESOLVED to 
purchase and install the speed warning sign.  
 
219/11/19 Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate 
None 
 
220/11/19 To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 
Councillor Hutton reported: 

1) The appointment to three of the four senior vacancies at the Borough Council. 
2) New CCTV is being installed in Newcastle Town Centre 
3) The next full Council meeting is arranged for 20 November 2019.  

He subsequently provided a fuller report November 14th which is provided as an attachment below 
for information. Unfortunately, Councillor Northcott was unable to attend but sent an update the 
following day, also provided as an attachment below. 
 
221/11/19 To confirm the date of the next meeting. 
The date of the next Regular Meeting is confirmed as Wednesday 4 December 2019 at 7.00pm at 

Whitmore Village Hall.  

The Meeting closed at 8.25pm 



Signed …………………………………………. 
CHAIR 
Minutes 6 November 2019 
 
Further report from Councillor Hutton received 14 November 2019: 

1. Purdah – Until the election is over the Borough Council will be careful about all its 

communications to ensure it does not influence the election in any way. 

2. Brampton Museum – is holding a number of Xmas events programme which opens on 16 

November and runs throughout December.  30 artists are showcasing their creative abilities 

which will be for sale.  Father Christmas visits on 14 December from 11am to 4pm. 

Admission costs £5 and includes a gift. Places are limited and can be booked by calling 01782 

619705. 

3. Belong Newcastle-under-Lyme, in Lower Street, has won the new building and 

conservation/refurbishment commercial categories in the Civic Awards 2019.  Camp Hill was 

declared the best residential new build. 

4. The Council is to consider the introduction of an affordable funeral scheme as part of its 

bereavement services.  The average cost of a traditional funeral is around £4,000.  An 

affordable funeral would seek to provide a simpler, dignified service at a fixed and more 

affordable price. 

5. Partnerships – A new agreement aims for a closer working partnership between Newcastle-

under-Lyme Borough Council and Aspire.  This will cover Development & Regeneration; 

Housing advice and Allocations (merging waiting lists); Locality Working/LAPs, collaborating 

at a local level to deliver services for communities, inc street scene and grounds 

maintenance; and Training – Supporting young people through training and apprenticeships.  

6. Travellers – a programme of actions to deter illegal traveller incursions has led to a 

significant drop in offences.  The traveller protocol has been credited with helping to reduce 

the number of unauthorised traveller encampments on Council land by almost 50 per cent, 

largely due to improved partnership working and preventative measures.  In 2016, there 

were 29 unauthorised camps in the borough. This year, so far, there has been 11.  Around 

half were evicted within three days or less of arrival and the maximum stay was limited to 

five days. 

Report from Councillor Northcott received 7 November 2019: 

1. Reporting Highways now has to be done online or via the Staffs app as from the 1st of 
October has been officially withdrawn. Data suggests since its introduction there has been a 
25% increase in reports to over 1400 reports in the last year.  

2. SCC now in Purdah so decisions have been suspended for other matters.  
3. Now a Qualifying authority re Hs2. 8-week window to determine applications from Hs2 only. 
4. Highways 358 repaired and 232 new reports.  
5. Work still being pushed for the Baldwins Gate Crossings changes. Sign posts at the A53 A51 

Junction given cat 4 by inspectors.  
6. David Loades resigned from the Library as chairman which Paul Northcott is covering at the 

moment 
 


