
WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council 
held on 4 September 2019 

Present 
Councillor (Chairman) Ian Webb, Councillors Perry, Corbett, Harris, Bryan, Peddie, Borough 
Councillor Hutton and County Councillor Northcott. 
 
164/9/19 To receive and approve apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and approved for Mrs Powell. 
 
165/9/19 To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
None. 
 
166/9/19 To hold the informal Local Forum 
No Parishioners were present.  
 
167/9/19 To approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 7 August 2019 
Reference 162/8/19 (F) should read “Sidmouth Avenue: awaiting Council’s plans for development” 
Apart from this amendment the Minutes were approved, being proposed by Councillor Corbett and 
Seconded by Councillor Perry. 
 
168/9/19 To consider matters arising from the Minutes  
 
217/12/17 S106 Money for ‘The Whitmores’ 
Meetings and discussions remain ongoing to decide the appropriate and best use of the S106 funds.  
 
187/9/18 automatic speed signs / cameras at the entrance/exit of the Village/speed camera training 
See reference 178/9/19 below 
 
169/9/19 To receive the Chairman’s report 

a) BREAKING NEWS: 
Following an initiative by the Newcastle Rural LAP, a new Community Group, the” 
Whitmore & District Active Living Group” will be hosting its first event in early October. 
The Group will be meeting regularly in the Whitmore Village Hall offering senior citizens a 
range of social activities from coffee & conversations, outings to cinema/theatre and local 
places of interest, games, exercises, music and dancing, and talks on a variety of useful 
topics.  Door to door lifts for those attending these social gatherings will be available. For 
more information contact Louise and David Harrison on (01782) 681155. 

b) Gateway Avenue - Kier development  
Nothing new to report 

c) New Pedestrian Crossing on A53 in Baldwins Gate 
No response from SCC. I have registered a formal complaint and await the outcome. 

d) NDP  
Great News! The Draft Plan has passed the Inspector’s Independent Examination with the 
recommendation that it now proceed to Public Referendum, subject to a few minor detail 
text modifications being made. These have been agreed and our Steering Group is currently 
working with NULBC to implement them to produce the text of a “Finalised Plan”. We now 
await the details and Timetable for the Referendum process.  
 

tel:(01782)%20681155


e) External audit 
The external audit has been completed by Mazars LLP and the completion notice is available 
on the Whitmore Parish Council website. The Council thanks our Clerk Debra for her 
excellent work in achieving this successful audit outcome. 

f) WPC Computer Issues. 
Council urgently needs to arrange a contract with a Technical Support provider to deal with 
the various set up issues with our computers.  

 
170/9/19 Clerk’s reports 
Donations and Purchases – None  
Lloyds Grant Account Receipts - None 
Lloyds Grant Account Payment of Accounts – None 
Bank of Scotland Receipts – None 
Bank of Scotland Payments 

Date 

Chq 

no Payee/Details Net £ Vat £ Total £ 

04/09/2019 748 Mazara LLP (External audit fee) 200.00 40.00 240.00 

04/09/2019 749 Mrs D Powell (Salary August 2019)     584.50 

04/09/2019 750 

Cropper Grounds Maintenance Ltd (August 

2019) 

   

727.58 145.52 873.10 

04/09/2019 751 Land Registry (Playing field)   40.00 

04/09/2019 752 

Cropper Grounds Maintenance Ltd (Remove 

carpet, level and compact area)  365.00  73.00 438.00 

04/09/2019 753 

Cropper Grounds Maintenance Ltd (Soil/seed 

roundabout) 265.00  53.00 318.00 

08/09/2019 754 

JD’s Pest & Vermin Control (Treat moles at 

Fairgreen Road) 150.00    150.00 

    Total 1707.58 311.52 2643.60 

Other financial business: 
Conclusion of the external audit 2019/20 
Budget report 2019/20 

 
171/9/19 To receive the Clerk’s report 
Correspondence and material received during August 2019 as detailed in the circulated Clerk’s 
report was noted. 

a) Staffordshire Parish Councils Association have moved office to Eastgate House,79 Eastgate 
Street, Stafford, ST16 2NG. the telephone number remains the same. 

b) Christopher Collinson has completed the examination of the draft NDP. Recommended 
modifications are being made to the plan and a meeting with NBC is arranged for 25 
September to review the modifications. 

c) A resident from Coneygreave Lane has reported again that the overhanging trees have still 
not been cut back. It is reported that one of the trees needs to be removed completely. 

 
172/9/19 Town and County Planning 
The status of planning applications was noted.  



a) 19/00481/FUL Application to vary condition 1 of planning application 16/00086/REM to 
make an alteration to the design of the dwelling (Unit 1) Location: Land Off Watering Close 
Newcastle Road. No objection registered 20 June 2019. Permitted 26 July 2019. 

b) PA 19/00486/FUL Demolition of existing workshop and buildings and proposed residential 
development consisting of 1 No. detached 4 bed 2 1/2 storey dwelling and garage with 
additional accommodation above Location: H E Butters Newcastle Road Baldwins Gate. 
Comments registered 23 June 2019. Permitted 23 August 2019. 

c) PA 19/00512/FUL Proposed detached dwelling on land south of Appleton Cottage (re-
submission of application 18/00294/FUL) WPC previously raised concerns. No comment on 
the revision registered on 3 July 2019. Permitted 23 August 2019. 

d) PA 19/00531/FUL Greenacres Farm Dab Green Newcastle Under Lyme. Erection of 
Farmworkers Dwelling. Comments registered 6 August 2019.  

 
Group Reports 
173/9/19 Parish Appearance 

a) The Meeting Resolved to accept the quotation provided by Daniel James” to carry out an 

annual inspection of the trees in Jubilee Gardens and on the Recreation Ground (proposed 

by Councillor Perry, seconded by the Chairman).  

b) As a result of cut backs in the Borough’s Street Scene and County Pathways activities it was 

agreed that Croppers be tasked with clearing up the overgrowth on the “footway” on the 

north side of the A53 between the Lymes crossroads and the M6 bridge plus the section of 

PROW 7 between the side entrance to the school and the stile. 

174/9/19 Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 
See above reference 168/9/19 (d). A meeting is arranged with NULBC on 25th September to finalise 

the recommended modifications to our NDP in order to produce the final document which will 

shortly proceed to Referendum. 

175/9/19 HS2 update 
Nothing further to report. 
 
176/9/19 To receive an update on Community Events and Engagement 
The Meeting discussed preparations for the Christmas event. 
 
177/9/19 To consider any other Planning Matters 
None. 
 
178/9/19 Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote  
None 
 
179/9/19 Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate 

a) Review decision on use of S106 monies – see 217/12/17 above. This matter remains 
ongoing. 

b) Update on the situation regarding obtaining speed limiting signage for A53 in Baldwins Gate – 
Further quotations have been obtained and the results will be presented at the October 
meeting.  

 
180/9/19 To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 
Councillor Hutton reported on the Borough Council: 

a) On 14 August Staffordshire Police replaced its current website with Single Online Home 
(SOH).  SOH is a new interactive website where members of the public can report non-



urgent crime, submit complaints or praise, make requests under the freedom of information 
act, view local crime statistics and seek advice on a range of crime types and crime 
prevention methods. 

b) The Leader of the Council has co-signed the Voluntary, Community and Social Enterprise 
(VCSE) Pledge. NuLBC has become one of the first district authorities in the county to sign 
the pledge. 

c) An area of Newcastle town centre is to be illuminated with new and improved lighting. 
d) NuLBC is recruiting to fill four senior posts. They will be responsible for two positions each 

from the following vacancies: Executive Director – Commercial Development and Economic 
Growth, Head of Legal and Governance, Head of Planning, Head of Human Resources and 
Organisational Development. 

e) NuLBC website will continue to display the “Internet Crystal Mark” following a highly 
successful independent annual assessment. 

f) Our Digital Council - Thirty-two forms have now “gone live” on the NuLBC website using the 
Jadu system which means customers can report matter or take action themselves without 
the need for officer interventions.  There are 29 more still to do. 

g) Chargeable garden waste and new service - More than 20,000 households have now 
subscribed to the Council’s chargeable garden waste service.  

 
Councillor Northcott reported on the County Council: 

a) 293 potholes have been repaired in August but another 118 have been added to the list.  
b) From the end of this month it will no longer be possible to register County Highways issues 

by phone, only on line.  
c) The white line Stop markings on the A53 where it meets the A51 have not yet been 

reinstated. He is pressing SCC Highways to recognise the seriousness of the safety hazard 
that this creates. 

 
181/9/19 To confirm the date of the next meeting. 
The date of the next Regular Meeting is confirmed as Wednesday 2 October 2019 at 7.00pm at 

Whitmore Village Hall.  

The January Meeting will take place on Wednesday 8th January instead of the 1st. 

 
Signed …………………………………………. 
CHAIR 
Minutes 4 September 2019 
 
 


