
WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council 

Annual Parish Meeting held on 29 May 2019 

Present 
Councillor Ian Webb (Chair), Councillors Perry, Harris, Bryan, Corbett. Borough/Parish Councillor 
Hutton. In attendance Parishioner Bill Murray. 
 
121/5/19 To receive and approve apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and noted from Councillor Northcott. 
 
122/5/19 To receive the Annual Report of the Parish Council by the Chairman 
2018/2019 has been another busy year for the Parish Council:- 

1)The Parish Council 
We began the year with only seven Councillors, then lost Cllrs Daryl Harvey and Derek Davies due to 
pressure of other commitments. Fortunately we were then pleased to welcome Mrs Amy Bryan and 
Tim Harris to the Council, taking us back up to seven, leaving one vacancy. 
 
I would like to register our thanks to Daryl for his contribution during his time with us, and a 
very special thanks to Derek who not only was extremely active while with the Council, but 
continues to help us in a number of areas, most especially in solving our various computer issues, 
which have unfortunately been only too frequent. Thank you Derek (phew..!). 
I of course also want to register my personal thanks to all our Parish Councillors and to our Clerk, 
Debra, for the help and support that they have given me during this past year. I particularly 
commend Debra, for the dedication that she has shown in getting to grips so effectively with the 
many and varied demands of her roles as Clerk and RFO.  
VACANCY - PLEASE HELP: 
We again have a vacancy for a Parish Councillor. If you would like to help us to tackle the challenges 
ahead please contact Debra, or any of our Councillors, to make your interest known and to learn 
more about what is involved.  
 
2)  Parish Appearance 
2018/19 was the second year of our 4 year contract with “Cropper Ground Maintenance” which will 
run to April 2021, providing a very satisfactory level of performance. 
My particular thanks go to our Vice Chairman, Councillor Colin Perry, for so efficiently overseeing 
this core activity. 
WPC has been working on a project to improve the appearance of the old Ticket Office in Baldwins 
Gate, with the help of Staffordshire University Arts Department, whose students have produced 
several spectacular artwork solutions for us. Now awaiting Network Rail’s official authorisation to 
proceed and considering funding options. 
 
3) Financial status. 
Expenditure has again been kept well within budget, so that we have maintained our healthy 
position as we start 2019/20, enabling us to hold the Precept increase to 2.99% for 2019/20 in line 
with Government recommendations. 
Independently from our normal operating income and expenditure, a S106 allocation of £20,601 has 
become available to us. Access to it however is proving somewhat challenging, due to the attached 
conditions as to what it can be used for. Resolving this is an ongoing project for 2019/2020. 
 



4) New WPC website 
A new website was launched in February which it is hoped you will find to be simple to navigate and 
to offer a wide source of information. Unfortunately, its installation, and the changeover, created a 
stream of frustrating operational problems but these have since been resolved with the help of our 
ex Councillors Carl Evans and Derek Davies, and our ex Clerk, Mrs Wendy Kinson. My grateful thanks 
to them for all for their help with resolving these difficulties. 
 
5) The Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Our hanks to the Steering Group which has continued its excellent work, so that the Plan is now 
working its way through the formal process required to lead to its “Adoption”.  Currently progressing 
through Regulation 16 (a six week publicity and invitation to submit representations run by the 
Borough Council, ending on June 4th). Next stages are an independent examination by an Inspector 
and then a Public Referendum. If all goes well the Plan will then come into force and carry full 
“weight” alongside the Borough Council’s “Local Plan” when it comes into being (alongside “saved 
policies” in the meantime).  
Once “adopted” it will provide us with a powerful tool to influence future development in our parish. 
Also, the Borough Council has now established a “5 year Housing Land Supply List” thereby re-
establishing control of development in the Borough. The combination of these two changes should 
enable development to be properly managed going forward, while waiting for the arrival of the new 
Joint Local Plan (mid 2021?). 
PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR NDP: We urge you all to vote for it when the Referendum is launched later 
this year. 
 
6) HS2a 
Unfortunately, we have had to accept that our Long Deep Tunnel solution is not going to happen.  
The good news is that the second “Additional Prevision” (AP2) officially confirmed that:- 
- the southern portal of the Whitmore Heath Tunnel has been moved to the south of the A53, 
removing the need to raise the A53 to enable the line to pass under it. 
- the following two road junctions are to be permanently restructured before HS2 begins to 
generate Construction Vehicle traffic on our roads. Work currently foreseen to start mid 2020: 
  a) A51/A53: duration 6 months  
  b) A5182 / A519 / A500 / M6 jn 15: duration 12 months. 
- due to errors in earlier HS2’s calculations, and the effect of the redesign of the above junctions, 
HS2’s forecasts for Construction Vehicle traffic levels, generated by the project, while remaining 
daunting (see (6) below) have been considerably reduced (Snape Hall Road in particular). 
The bad news is: 
- the extra protection measures against visible and audible impact on the residents of Madeley Park 
Wood, described in detail by HS2 at our petition hearing, turned out to be non existent. We took the 
issue to both the Chairman of the Select Committee and the Secretary of State, both of which 
effectively simply side stepped / ducked the issue as a misunderstanding ... No further recourse is 
available.... 
 
7) Traffic issues on A53 through Baldwins Gate 
These continue to be one of our biggest problems and unfortunately, they are set to get much 
worse: 
- volume of traffic: steadily increasing in volume and particularly so in HGV content.  HS2a forecasts 
adding upto 500 heavy Construction Vehicles per day, in each direction, during several years, 
starting # mid 2021. 
- speed of traffic: SCC Highways do not recognise the seriousness of the traffic problems that we 
face on the A53. We desperately need to obtain sufficient evidence of the problem to convince SCC 
that further means of constraining speeds are needed. We have therefor begun to seek grant 



funding for equipment to provide permanent monitoring of vehicle speeds through the village, in 
order to obtain the evidence that we need. This will be an on-going project for the coming year.  
PROBLEM re our Community Speed Watch: the team is also striving to ramp up monitoring activity 
but only has 4 members ( three current Parish Councillors plus one ex Parish Councillor). We 
desperately need volunteers to join us. Please contact Cllrs Geoff Corbett (680645) or Tim Harris 
07976 532305) if you are able to help us tackle this speed problem, by giving us your time for an 
hour or two every few weeks. Full details are provided in an article on page three of our recently 
published Spring Newsletter. 
- crossing the A53: a new pedestrian crossing has now been installed in the middle of Baldwins Gate. 
We have raised a number of concerns with County Highways, about both the safety and the 
effectiveness of the location and layout design. Our application for pedestrian containment barriers 
to be installed at each end of the crossing has been rejected. Several faults with the actual 
installation have already been identified and reported to SCC.  We will be keeping a close eye on the 
situation now that the crossing is operational.... 
 
8) The sewerage treatment plant in Baldwins Gate 
Severn Trent inform me that the site upgrade is underway with expected completion date March 
2020 (the upgrade also meets the tighter water quality regulations which take effect then). 
 
9) Housing development. 
The Bellway Planning Application for housing off Meadow Way was finally abandoned. 
The Kier development off Gateway Avenue is progressing more slowly than planned due to a weak 
market, and completion is now projected end 2019 / Spring 2020. We continue to enjoy a good 
relationship with Kier Management enabling problems, when we are informed about them, to be 
actively addressed with a minimum of delay. 
 
10) OTHER ISSUES 
- The “Information Day and Autumn Fair” was again well supported by local Community 
Organisations and Individuals selling various crafts and curios. But, as in 2017, footfall was 
disappointingly low so that regretfully, we have decided not to hold the event this year. 
- The Christmas Event that we organised at the Village Hall last December was not a success so we 
will not be repeating that format. Our intentions for 2019 are under review. 
- contrary to information received last year, we now learn that, happily, the Rural Runabout scheme 
is still in operation.  
 
11) Borough and County Councillors supporting us 
This past year we have been actively supported by Councillor Paul Northcott (Borough and County) 
on County matters and Councillor David Harrison on Borough issues, and we thank them both for 
their invaluable help and advice. As we enter 2019/2020, Councillor Harrison has resigned for 
personal reasons and is replaced by WPC Councillor Graham Hutton who has just been elected to 
the Borough Council - we congratulate him and wish him every success in this new role. 
 
12) THANKS 
Our thanks go also to the parishioners who have stepped forward to help us in other ways - 
delivering Newsletters, litter picking, grass cutting, etc 
 
We can look forward now to another interesting year dealing with the challenges that doubtless lie 
ahead... 
 
Mr Bill Murray expressed gratitude to the Parish Council for their work. 
 



123/5/19 To receive a brief Financial Report of the Parish Council for the Year 2018/19 
The Meeting noted and approved the Financial Report having been proposed by Councillor Hutton 
and seconded by Councillor Harris. 
 
124/5/19 To receive the attendance record of the Parish Councillors 
The Meeting noted the attendance register for the last twelve months. 
 
125/5/19 To debate and vote on the pre-registered Motion:  
That we proceed with the Ticket Office Project and agree which of the two cost options to adopt: 
The Meeting discussed the installation of the artwork (prepared by Staffordshire University Art 
Department students) onto the Ticket Office windows and doors. The options and prices were 
discussed and funding agreed to be paid out of reserves. The Meeting agreed the installation and 
payment for the artwork having been proposed by Councillor Perry and seconded by Councillor 
Hutton.  
 
126/5/19 To consider Parish matters  
The Meeting discussed: 

• Risk assessments in relation to works carried out by external contractors.  

• Responsibilities for grounds and tree maintenance  

• The Charitable Trust relating to the Recreation Ground 

• Hedges and fences around the Village Hall 
 

The Meeting concluded at 8pm 

 

Signed …………………………………………. 
CHAIR 
 
 
Minutes 29 May 2019 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


