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WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council 
held on 5 December 2018 

Present 
Councillor (Chairman) Ian Webb, Councillors Corbett, Perry and Hutton. County Councillor Paul 
Northcott and Borough Councillor Harrison. 
 
Also present were Mrs Amy Bryan and Mr Tim Harris. 
 
219/12/18 To receive and approve apologies for absence 
Apologies were received and approved from Councillors Peddie and Harvey.  
 
220/12/18 To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda  
None declared 
 
221/12/18 To hold the informal Local Forum 
No Parishioners were present. 
 
222/12/18 To approve the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on 7 November 2018 
The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman.  
 
223/12/18 To consider matters arising from the Minutes 
 
217/12/17 S106 Money for ‘The Whitmores’ 
Meetings and discussions remain ongoing to decide the appropriate and best use of the funds. 
 
187/9/18 automatic Speed signs / cameras at the entrance/exit of the Village 
The Chairman had asked HS2 about the possibility of funding being provided for the installation of 
automatic speed signs / cameras, but was advised that such a project would have to be dealt with by 
County Highways. Councillor Northcott suggested that an approach be made to the Safer Roads 
Partnership. 

 
189/10/18 Puffin Crossing on A53 
This matter remains ongoing. 
 
224/12/18 Visit Audley Park to review the play equipment 
Further details have been obtained from the resident who raised the suggestion. A visit to Audley 
Park has taken place and a quotation is to be requested for additional play equipment. 
 
225/12/18 Budget outturn 2018/19 and Precept for 2019/20 
The budget/forecast outturn figures were discussed along with the Precept calculation. Councillors 
were requested to review the figures for sign off at the January meeting for submission to the 
Borough Council on 15 January 2019. 
 
226/12/18 To receive the Chairman’s report 

• Gateway Avenue Kier development. Dec 5th: Kier today informed WPC that “all legal issues 
concerning the creation of a pedestrian crossing across the A53 have now been resolved, 
and it is now just a matter of planning it in with County Highways. Kier hope to begin the 4-



2 
 

week construction in February 2019”.  It is extremely disappointing that this has been so 
badly delayed.... 

• Neighbourhood Development Plan: The Steering Group is working with the Borough Council 
on updates to take account of the responses received to the Public Consultation which 
closed 31st October. Waiting..... 

• Joint Local Plan: NULBC informs us that the Government is reviewing its standardised 
method for determining projected new housing targets. If changes are made, they may of 
course impact our NDP...... 

 
Clerk’s reports 
227/12/18 Financial Matters 
To approve the payments schedule and note receipts. The report was noted and accepted. 
Donations and Purchases – None  
Lloyds Grant Account Receipts - None 
Lloyds Grant Account Payment of Accounts - None 
Bank of Scotland Receipts - None 
 
Bank of Scotland Account Payment of Accounts 

Date 
Chq 
no Payee/Details Net £ Vat £ Total £ 

05/12/2018 696 
Cropper Ground Maintenance (Grounds 
Maintenance - November 2018) 727.58 145.52 873.10 

05/12/2018 697 
Mr D Davies re: Lymebrook Media (A5 Christmas 
leaflets)     149.00 

05/12/2018 698 Mrs D Powell (Salary)     570.00 

05/12/2018 699 Staffordshire Parish Councils Association (Training)     20.00 

05/12/2018 700 
Cybernatutix Limited (second payment on account 
for the new website) 717.75 143.55 861.30 

    Total     2473.40 

 
Other financial business 
Review decision on best use of S106 monies. 
 
228/12/18 To receive the Clerk’s report 
Correspondence and material received during November 2018 as detailed in the circulated Clerk’s 
report was noted. 
 
229/12/18 Town and County Planning 
Planning applications 

• PA 18/00674/OUT Land Adjacent to Farcroft Manor Road. Outline planning application (all 
matters reserved) for a detached dwelling.  Refused 9 November 2018. 

• PA 18/00797/ELD concerns solar panel installation to the roof areas at Butterton Cottage. 
No objection registered 18 October 2018. Permitted 28 November 2018. 

• PA 18/00847/FUL The formation of 4 no. 3 bedroom semi-detached houses on plots 6 and 7 
of residential site adjacent the Sheet Anchor Public House. The plots currently have 
permission for 2 no. 5-bedroom detached houses, ref 16/00609/FUL. Very strong objection 
registered 12 November 2018. 

• PA 18/00858/FUL Application for the variation of conditions to vary the house types on Units 
1 and 4 as approved under Ref 16/00086/REM major design changes to two (of four) 
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dwellings already Permitted (16/00068/FUL) on land off Watering Close in Baldwins Gate. 
Very strong objection registered 27 November 2018. 

• PA 18/00786/LBC Ivy House Three Mile Lane Newcastle Under Lyme. Proposed internal 
alterations to existing Grade II Listed house (former estate cottage), single storey painted 
timber frame garden room extension to rear elevation and replacement windows 
throughout (Amended plans received 26.11.2018). No action required as previously 
commented on. 

• PA 18/00785/FUL Ivy House Three Mile Lane Newcastle Proposed internal alterations to 
existing Grade II Listed house (former estate cottage), single storey painted timber frame 
garden room extension to rear elevation and replacement windows throughout (and 
associated application for Listed Building Consent ref: 18/00786/LBC). No action required as 
previously commented on. 

• 18/00764/FUL 7 Field Close Baldwins Gate Staffordshire. Two storey side extension and 
associated works. No objection registered. Permitted 27 November 2018. 

 
Group Reports 
230/12/18 Parish Appearance 
The Meeting was advised that the flower pots are being prepared for winter. 
 
231/12/18 Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 
Refer to item 226/12/18 
 
232/12/18 HS2 update 
Sir Bill Cash has sent a copy of the Secretary of State’s reaction to the issues that WPC raised in our 

letter to him. Bottom line, the SoS recognises our concerns but accepts the decision of the Select 

Committee not to retain our request for the single Whitmore to Madeley Tunnel on cost grounds. 

Disappointing of course, but hardly unexpected. 

The 2 hour “working meeting” arranged with HS2 for Whitmore and Madeley Parish Councils took 

place on Tuesday 28th. The various items that were reported last month were confirmed. Contrary 

to what we had previously been given to understand HS2 confirm that they are working closely with 

SCC on the reconfiguring of the A51/A53 and A5182/A519 junctions, and with Highways England on 

the A519/A500/M6 junction. Bad news: HS2 confirmed that, as we suspected, the statement made 

by HS2 to the Select Committee, that “the line will run through Whitmore Wood in a deep “slot” 

upto 20m deep, so as to be both invisible and virtually inaudible to the residents of Madeley Park 

Wood, is completely invalid. It is now clear that the trains will be both visible and very much 

audible. We have obtained the promise of a detailed determination of what exactly is planned, and 

have asked HS2 to look at what design improvements they could offer in order to improve the 

situation. This issue will have to be taken back to the Secretary of State and/or the Select Committee 

(possibly via petition against AP2 in 2019?). Initial information was obtained concerning the possible 

funding of local projects by HS2 – the Chairman has passed relevant details to the Chairman of the 

Village Hall Committee. 

Following this meeting, the “Whitmore to Madeley HS2 Action Group” held an EGM at which it took 

the decision to change its name to “HS2 Whitmore2Madeley Parish and Residents Group” (in order 

to avoid being refused permission to petition) and to adopt a revised Constitution.  

A follow up “working meeting” is planned in January. 

The HS2 Madeley to Whitmore website is to be updated with news. The new Parish Council website 

will contain links to HS2 news updates. 
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233/12/18 To receive an update on Community Events and Engagement 
The Christmas Event and Carol Service has been arranged for 15 December 2018 at Whitmore Village 
Hall from 5.00pm to 7.30pm. Details of the arrangements were discussed.  
 
The draft website has been received and circulated to the Councillors. Comments have been 
received and will be fed back to Cybernautix for amendments and additions. 
 
234/12/18 To consider any other Planning Matters  
The meeting discussed the issue of not being advised when a planning application has been 
withdrawn. This matter is to be followed up with the Borough Council. 
 
235/12/18 Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote - None 
 
236/12/18 Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate – review decision on use of S106 monies 
The Meeting discussed the information received from the Borough Council regarding the use of S106 
monies. Further clarification is to be sought from the Borough Council regarding the appropriate use 
of the funding. 
 
Councillor Hutton left the Meeting at 8.23pm 
 
237/12/18 To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 
Councillors Northcott and Harrison reported on County and Borough issues (see their full reports 
annexed to the Minutes on the WPC website - Appendix 1). Items covered include: - 
County: “MASC” (Modernising Adult Social Care), management of libraries, road defect statistics.  
Borough: Staffing, a new CCTV system, Procurement procedures review, “Joint Growth Deal” for the 
two areas, Garden Waste, Madeley Pool, PAs in Loggerheads / Ashley / Maer/ Baldwins Gate, fly 
tipping, Ryecroft development, plastics. 
 
NB: The Keele Energy Project will go before the Planning Committee January 4th 2019 

238/12/18 To confirm the date of the next meeting. 
The date of the next Regular Meeting is confirmed as Wednesday 2 January 2018 at 7.00pm at 
Whitmore Village Hall.  
 
 
Meeting concluded at 8.40pm 
 
Signed …………………………………………. 
CHAIR 
Minutes 5 December 2018 


