Whitmore Parish Council

NEWSLETTER

Winter 2016

Parish Council Response to HS2
Environmental Consultation Document

Whitmore Parish Council submitted the
following response to the HS2 Consulta-
tion Document Working Draft Environ-
mental Impact Assessment Report
Volume 2 Area Report: Whitmore Heath
to Madeley.

WPC wishes to formally register the
following list of "Serious Harm Issues and
related comments" in response to this
Consultation, covering the section of the
proposed rail construction running through
the Parish of Whitmore:-

1) CORE REACTION TO THE CURRENT
PROPOSAL:

The proposed project detailed in the
"Working Draft EIA Report" will create
massive upset and disruption to our Parish
during the whole of the construction period
2020-2027. Our review of the project as a
whole shows that the Parish of Whitmore is
destined to be subjected to more major
infrastructure implantations than ANY
OTHER SECTION of the whole HS2 layout!
The "HARM" created during construction
will be massive and widespread. The long
term "HARM" to our local environment will
be devastating in its sheer scale. WPC has
detailed below the key issues of concern and
suggests some changes to, or adaptation of,
the project design which, if implemented,
would reduce the massive "HARM" caused.

Parish Council
Meetings

All  Parish Council meetings are open
meetings and any member of the public can
turn up to observe them.

There is an ‘Open Forum’ on EVERY Agenda
for parishioners to address the Parish
Council about any particular concerns they
wish to bring to the Council’s attention.

The monthly Parish Council meeting usually
covers a wide range of topics and provides
an interesting snapshot of the work that the
Parish Council does.

2) MAJOR HARM ISSUE No 1 - The Meece
Valley Section

The project is to run the rail line across the
Meece Valley along the top of an embank-
ment and viaduct of up to TEN METRES high.
This raises two serious concerns:-

a) it will totally destroy the picturesque
Meece Valley landscape, rendering the
construction and trains visible from a wide
area.

b) it raises great local concern about the
operational noise impact over a wide area.
The CA4 map ref SV-01-116 indicates that
the operational noise level will have fallen to
an almost imperceptible level of <40db
(rated as equivalent to a babbling brook or a
computer noise level) well short of the
village of Whitmore BUT the noise contour
map is derived from modelling, not by
physical measurement of an existing system.
Given that the train has not yet even been
invented, and that it will be travelling at very
high speed, perched some 10 metres above
the surrounding ground level, WPC simply
cannot believe that this even remotely
represents the reality of what residents will
be faced with.

REQUESTS:

(i) install 3m high sound barriers along both
edges of the track over the whole of the
raised section length (none at all are
foreseen in the Draft document!)

(ii) lower the track to as near as possible
ground level

3: MAJOR HARM ISSUE No 2: Crossing the
A53 Trunk Road

The project is to raise the A 53 in order to
run the track under it; this by closing the
A53 temporarily in order to construct and
insert a bridge to take a restructured A53
over the track. Traffic to be diverted along a
temporary relief road created alongside the
A53 section affected. Work projected to take

some three months. Now, the A53 is a major
trunk road which is the access road between
the Potteries and the West Country and is
already very heavily trafficked during the
"rush hour periods" morning and evening.
Replacing a 60 mph road access with a
temporary detour will inevitably slow traffic
enormously, creating massive queues and
tailbacks during the busy periods for the
whole of the envisaged three month
construction. The bridge foreseen will surely
not be a simple "humpback" arrangement
but will involve grading the new A53 road
section up to pass over the bridge and then
back down again. Can this all really be
achieved in only three months or will it take
six or nine or...? HOWEVER, the problem is a
great deal worse even than this because the
project foresees the Construction Vehicle
Access Route to be "M6 junction 15 / A519 /
A5182 / A53" (which includes the section
crossed by the track). Adding the
Construction Vehicle flow to the existing
heavily trafficked road will create massive
congestion on this principal access route for
the whole of the nearly SEVEN YEAR
construction project. Especially since the
project plans to bring Construction Vehicle
access generated by the Madeley works
down the A525 to Woore and then the A51
to its junction with the A53 and thence
down the A53 through Baldwins Gate! Note
that congestion at the junction of the
A5182 / A519 during morning and evening
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rush hour is already considered locally to be
an "avoid if you possibly can" chaotic "bottle
neck" situation. Add the Construction
Vehicle Flow to and from Baldwins Gate and
the imagination quakes! Finally, the report
does not indicate by how much the A53
would need to be raised but informed local
estimate is by approximately 8 METRES! The
visual impact of the A53 perched up to 8

metres above current ground level
represents HORRENDOUS PERMANENT
HARM.

REQUESTS:

(i) find a different Construction Vehicle
Access Route (M6 junction 15 / A519 / A51 /
A53? Or M6 junction 14 / A34 / A51 / A53?)
(i) work with SCC Highways to evaluate /
verify the level of the problem, seek
solutions and make them available for public
comment.

(iii) start the tunnel 200 metres before
reaching the A53 by adding a cut and cover
section. This has been requested for some
time and, we understand, actually appeared
in updates of the plans at one point - but has
sadly been removed again in the latest
drawings, without explanation.....

4) MAJOR HARM ISSUE No 3: The twin bore
tunnel under Whitmore Heath

The project still refers to the ground below
the Heath as being hard sandstone. Locals
report that in fact the ground consists of
sand and gravel and the Heath today is what
remains of an extensive sand and gravel
extraction quarry. The ground is unstable
with surface slippage in places evidenced by
ranks of trees leaning heavily as a result of
localised ground slippage. WPC has
discussed this with HS2 who have been and
visited the Heath with us, as a result
promising as long ago as March to carry out
bore holes to verify what ground conditions
lie beneath but work is still pending. This
situation raises extreme concern locally as to
whether or not a tunnel can be bored
through what we believe to be unstable
ground and, if we are correct, and it is bored
through, whether it will be safe and what
effect it will have on adjacent / nearby
residences (vibration problems, subsidence
issues, etc)?

REQUESTS:

(i) carry out the bore hole tests as a matter
of urgency and provide expert advice as to
the the validity or otherwise of the concerns
expressed.

(i) extend the tunnel by 200m by adding a
"cut and cover" section, on its exit from the
Heath, in order to reduce the operational
noise and visual impact (same comment as
for "3(iii)")

5: MAJOR HARM ISSUE No 4: Whitmore
Wood

The project foresees the destruction of
about one third of this old wood, the line to
be set on an immense "shelf" cut through
the wood, the wooded land above the track
to be held back by an enormous retaining
wall.  This creates widespread local
condemnation of such destruction of
important woodland and the attendant
threat to its wildlife. There is also serious
concern that the residents of the nearby
Madeley Park Wood development will be
assailed by operational noise reflected onto
them from the retaining wall.

REQUEST:

(i) Carry out expert evaluation of the noise
situation (are the fears valid? How serious is
the problem? What measures can be taken
to minimise the HARM?) and make the
results available to WPC and to the residents
affected.

(i) Consider cut and cover through
Whitmore Wood extended up to the River
Lea viaduct to help to protect residents of
Madeley Park Wood.

6: MAJOR HARM ISSUE No 5: Compensation
for residents of the Heath

Section 10 in the HS2 Annual Report and
Account 2015/16 states that (quote)
"Ensuring that legal requirements are met,
and that land and property owners are
treated with dignity and respect through fair
settlements, is critical to both successful land
assembly and  stakeholder = manage-
ment" (unquote). WPC understands from
those affected that several residents have
been treated in a manner which is very
different to this. WPC has suggested to
Richard Johnson of HS2 that the situation
presented by the Heath is so severe and so
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Are you wondering how you are going to get to and from your medical

appointments? Help is just a phone call away!

We have a band of dedicated volunteers who are able to offer lifts to people who are unable

to get to their Medical related (hospital, doctor’s optician’s etc.) appointments.

The scheme is open to everyone. If you require help with transport please feel free to

contact us. If you would like more information about using our services or about how you

can volunteer as a driver for us please contact
Debbie Burns, Project Coordinator, on T: 01782 751164 or E: mdcahub@gmail.com

unusual that, instead of residents being
dealt with individually when seeking
compensation in order to be able to leave
the Heath, the problem should be looked at
"as a whole" by HS2 and a more evenly
balanced solution put together. Richard
Johnson agreed that this suggestion seemed
reasonable and should be looked into and
that he would visit us in the near future to
take it forward.

REQUEST:

(i) that this matter be looked into now, as a
matter of urgency.

7: MAJOR HARM ISSUE No 6: disruption of
Snape Hall Road

The project plans to use Snape Hall Road in
Baldwins Gate as an integral part of the
Construction Vehicle Access Route and to
PERMANENTLY CLOSE a section of it at the
point where the HS2 line crosses it. This
closure also blocks a highly valued and much
used pedestrian pathway which runs
through the Heath. Note also that this is a
narrow single track road which is totally
unsuitable for such a usage so that some
sort of extra roadway will need to be
created.

REQUEST:

(i) that some means of pedestrian footway is
included in the design, allowing walkers to
cross the track and so reinstate the
pedestrian pathway.

8: MAJOR HARM ISSUES: suggested key
solution number 1:

It is clear that if the track could be lowered
significantly throughout the length of
Whitmore Parish, many of the "Major Harm
Issues" above could be greatly reduced or
even eliminated i.e.

(i) Lower the track by 10 metres:

=> the Meece embankment would
disappear, greatly reducing both the visual
harm and the level of noise harm.

=> the track could pass under the A53
without the need to raise it, thus eliminating
that particular cause of traffic chaos and
visual harm.

=> the track could be taken through
Whitmore Wood in a "cut and cover" tunnel,
ideally extending it right up to the River Lea
Viaduct, or at least be set in a deep cutting,
greatly reducing or even eliminating the
reflected noise issue and at the same time
reinstating the pedestrian footway on the
Heath (see "7" above).

COMMENT

Informed local opinion suggests that
dropping the track by 10m would create a
problem with crossing the West Coast
Mainline further along the track? If so,
perhaps dropping it even further would
enable it to pass UNDER the WCML instead
of, as currently planned, crossing over it.
WPC recognises that this may well not be
possible in practice and that, even if it is, it
would be very expensive. HOWEVER, exactly
this  solution has been adopted, at great
expense, to reduce serious Environmental
damage in the Chilterns. In view of the very
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extensive and extremely severe
environmental HARM that the current
project design will cause our beautiful rural
parish, WPC requests that HS2 evaluate the
technical viability and cost implications of
this solution which should then be judged
upon its merits.

9: MAJOR HARM ISSUES: suggested key
solution number 2.

The "non-technical summary" consultation
document refers to "The Atkins Report: Rail
Alternatives to HS2 Phase 2A, November
2015". This presents the evaluation of three
alternative rail options, two of which have
already been discounted. The remaining
alternative, "the high cost Option number
1", has not yet been discounted and is
defined as being less expensive than the

current proposal whilst providing almost the
same benefits. It is stated to be worthy of
consideration because it avoids the need to
carry out what is described as being the very
expensive and complex section of HS2a
north of Baldwins Gate. This Option 1
involves sliding the HS2 line into the existing
West Coast Mail Line (WCML) at a point
between Stableford and Baldwins Gate, and
then continuing on, using the WCML, to
Crewe. It would clearly avoid almost all the
HARM that the current plan would cause to
Whitmore Parish and to the adjacent
Madeley Parish. In particular, it would avoid
the very complex and expensive operations
of raising the A53 and of tunnelling under
"The Heath" through sand and gravel
instead of the solid sandstone that HS2 had

expected - the necessity for these two
costly operations was not known about at
the time that the study comparison "HS2a v
High cost option number 1" was carried
out, having only very recently become
apparent to HS2.

WPC urges HS2 to revisit the comparison to
take into account these two new costly
complications since they will have
significantly altered the cost/benefit
balance between the two solutions, per-
haps enough for the High Cost Option 1 to
become the preferred solution, thereby
simplifying the build program, increasing its
cost advantage even further, and saving the
Parishes of Whitmore and Madeley from
serious devastation.

County Councillor David Loades

Concern about Local

Bus Transport Services
| am very concerned about
local transport within the
rural area and the recent
changes. Yes in our local
area the service use has
dropped by 23% over the
last 5 years but the lack of investment by the
Bus companies and years of underfunding of
the this service has forced councils to spend
millions of pounds of taxpayers' money to
subsidise the service and yet this has not
been supported in my opinion by the Bus
companies.

Further funding is now impossible with
councils having to make savings while
struggling to protect vital services like adult
social care, protecting children, filling
potholes and collecting bins which we all
know currently need to be improved.
It is clear to me as your local Councillor how
important buses are for their communities
and local economies and | am desperate to
protect them.

Reluctantly taking difficult decisions to scale
back services and review subsidised routes
due to funding issues does not help those
who need the service when they need it as
your local Councillor | have been working
with local users to try and find innovative
solutions to the situation.

These included organising and supporting
car-sharing schemes, dial-a-ride or
community transport initiatives but routes
and services can no longer be protected so
| am looking to gain information on the type
of bus service we all need but one that can
be viable for all to invest in.
The government has not yet committed to
fully funding concessionary fares, leaving,
elderly and disabled people stranded with a
free bus pass in one hand but no local buses
to travel on in the other and shift workers
not being able to get to work.

| am therefore as part of my Rural Deal for
Newcastle looking for resident to help me
set up a small group so we can look at the
need and what we want as investment and
from where for our local Transport needs.
Please contact if you feel you can help me
find a new initiative to improve local rural
transport.

Clir David Loades
E: david.loades@staffordshire.gov.uk

Newcastle Rural Division

Cabinet Support Member Social Care &
Wellbeing

Staffordshire County Council

NULBC Loggerheads & Whitmore Ward
M: 07960 131408

WHITMORE COMMUNITY
FESTIVAL 2016

Writing this on a wet winter’s day, it’s
pleasant to recall the glorious week of
weather we enjoyed for ‘Festival Week’ in
September. All the outdoor events were
blessed with sunshine and a variety of
entertainment was on offer.

Thanks to all who helped to organize the
Festival and also thanks to all of you who
attended. We hope you enjoyed it and the
Parish  Council’s Community Events
Committee has provisionally set the date for
the next ‘Whitmore Festival Week’ — 15th to
22nd September 2018.

Madeley Practice Patient
Participation Group

This group meets at Moss Lane Surgery
every two months, on the first Wednesday
of the month at 7.30 pm.

The group aims to consult and plan with
patients on facilities, explore ideas and
promote practice development between the
Practice and the patient.

If you’re interested in joining contact the
Surgery for more details. T: 01782 750274

Madeley and District U3A

Madeley, Betley, Keele, Whitmore, Onne-
ley, Baldwins Gate and Woore

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE

Retired or Semi retired? Interest Groups, Social Activities, Excursions,
Talks
Meet new friends or take on new challenges
Monthly Talk at the Madeley Centre second Thursday of every month 2.00pm
For more information contact
Steve Hurd E: s.j.hurd@btinternet.com T: 01782 750338

Community Litter Pickers

We have several unsung heroes across
Whitmore Parish in the form of a surprising
number of you who pick up black bags, don
gloves and go and pick up litter in your
respective patches. We can’t offer you any
medals (although we can offer you ‘litter-
picking sticks’ — contact the Clerk) but we do
offer you our sincere thanks.

The Borough Council’s Streetscene does the

best it can, but any efforts to help and try
and keep our lovely area free of litter are
very much appreciated.
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Christmas Tree
Lights ‘Switch On’

On Sunday 11" December at 6pm, the
Christmas Tree outside the ‘Sheet Anchor’
will be lit up. Whitmore Parish Council
Chairman, lan Webb, will be pressing the
switch and Parish Councillor Roy Peddie will
be leading some carol singing.

The ‘Sheet Anchor’ is
refreshments and all are welcome.

providing

Wayside Nafivity

Look out for the life size figures which will
be appearing on Chapel Green, opposite the
Methodist Chapel. This has been a Parish
Council project and particular thanks to
Parish Councillor Geoff Corbett, for making
the figures, and Parish Councillor Audrey
Pedley (with the help of Whitmore Art
Group) for painting them.

New Football Goals and
Pitch Marked Out

The Parish Council has funded the purchase
and installation of the new junior size
football goal posts. A junior size football
pitch has also been marked out. Newcastle-
under-Lyme Borough Council carried out the
These
playing fields suitable for proper junior

works. improvements make the
football and also suitable for anyone inter-
ested in ‘walking football’. The playing field
is available for casual use but if you have a
junior team that is looking for a regular com-
petition location or you have an interest in
developing ‘walking football’ then please get

in touch with our Parish Clerk.

Gateway Development

Parish Council Chairman, lan Webb and
Keith Lawton visited the Kier site on
Wednesday 24th November. They met with
the Kier management involved as a first step
in organising the Liaison Committee as
formalised in the Planning Permission.
A very positive meeting took place during
which the site was walked with the Kier
Team and were able to touch base on
various aspects of the construction.
The Kier Team were very clear that they
seek a positive, constructive and transparent
relationship with the village and intend this
to be a flagship development for them.
The Liaison Committee will now be set up
and will meet on site for an update every
three months, or more often, by simple
request, should the need arise.
Mr Luke Williams, Kier Site Manager intends
to periodically produce a Newsletter for
general circulation that will provide
information about the staging of the
development. The first newsletter will be
prepared within the next few weeks.
Initial indications are that;

*the construction will be spread over three
years, probably less if sales go well.

*the access road will be linked into the A53
before Xmas

*the first footings will be laid in January /
February

*the site is a relatively small one for them
*the soil is very high quality and an absolute
pleasure to work.

Kier is confident that the water and
sewerage systems will be perfectly capable.
We can only hope that they are right about
this but only time will tell.

In the event of any problems arising, please,
in the first instance, contact the Site
Manager Luke Williams, on M: 07919
326340. All such concerns / complaints will
be logged by Kier and reviewed at the
following Liaison Committee meeting.
IMPORTANT: if you judge the problem to be
a serious or on-going issue. Also so that it
can be more actively followed up please also
inform;

Keith Lawton

T:01782 680399

E: lawtonseven@hotmail.co.uk and/or
lan Webb

T:01782 680522

E: ianandninawebb@aol.com.

Accepting Parcel Deliveries
The proprietors of Station Stores & Post Office

Mandeep & Tars offer a parcel drop service
‘If you have a house identified by only a name you can pop into Station Stores & Post Office. We have a

map that we can put your house name onto. We can then show the map to delivery drivers who often
come into the shop for directions when they can’t find a property. Alternatively, for parcels if you

know you won'’t be in for delivery, you can get them sent directly to the Post Office and we can keep
them until you are ready to collect.” T: 01782 680907

Casserole Club
PN

) -

casserole

One of our main priorities in
Staffordshire is to help people lead
happier, healthier and more

independent lives.

Casserole Club is one scheme that supports
just that, by helping volunteers to share
extra portions of their home-cooked food
with older neighbours who would appreci-
ate a meal delivered every now and then.

Casserole Club aims to: Tackle social
isolation and help older people who no
longer find it easy to cook, to enjoy a freshly
prepared home-cooked meal; strengthen
connections between the generations within
communities; and provide a flexible way for
people to volunteer their time and skills
locally.

Volunteer ‘Cooks’” with lots or little
experience are encouraged to sign up to
share an extra portion of their food with an
older neighbour. Anyone wishing to join the
Casserole Club and volunteer as a Casserole
Cook can visit www.casseroleclub.com to
create a profile.

Each Cook is asked to complete a food
hygiene quiz and Disclosure and Barring
Service application online, and is invited to
send an introductory message to a local
Diner of their choice. The message is
approved by the Diner and their telephone
number is exchanged for the Cook to
arrange the date, time and type of meal to
be shared.

Casserole Club Diners can sign up to the
project by contacting one of our Match-
making Team within Staffordshire County
Council’s Contact Centre. Referrals can be
made by friends, family or a trusted
organisation in  the voluntary and
community sector via:

Email: staffordshire@casseroleclub.com
Telephone: 0300 111 8006
Visit: www.casseroleclub.com

The Matchmaking Team will remain involved
at every stage of the process to make
sharing food as easy as possible. If you
would like to get involved, request further
information or help someone to register as a
Diner of the scheme please contact us
between the hours of:

Monday to Thursday: 8.00am to 8.00pm
Friday: 8.00am to 5.00pm

Saturday: 9.00am to 5.00pm

Sunday: Closed
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Campaign Makes A Clean Sweep For

Chimney Safety

Firefighters have issued a timely reminder

for residents to make sure their chimneys

and log burners are well-maintained as we

approach the colder months.

The Service supported the recent Chimney

Fire Safety Week and extended the

campaign to include the whole of Septem-

ber.

In the past three years there have been 290

chimney fires across Staffordshire and

Stoke-on-Trent — luckily there were no

casualties as a result.

More than 80 per cent of the incidents

occurred during evening hours, peaking

between 5pm-7pm.

The Service is urging people to avoid

becoming a statistic by taking some simple

steps to keep themselves and their families

safe.

It is providing local fuel suppliers, fire

installers and chimney sweeps with an

advice leaflet to give to customers.

Firefighters and Community Safety Officers

will also be highlighting the safety messages

when they attend events or visit homes

across the county.

People are being encouraged to follow the

top tips below:

® Ensure the fire is extinguished before
going to bed or leaving the house

® Ensure good quality fuel is used

e If you use smokeless fuel, sweep your
chimney at least once a year

e If you use bituminous coal, sweep your

chimney at least twice a year
e If you use wood, sweep your chimney
quarterly when in use
o |f you use oil, sweep your chimney once a
year
o |f you use gas, have your chimney swept
by a Gas Safe registered installer/engineer
once a year
Community Safety Lead James Russell said:
“We have been very fortunate in that the
290 chimney fires in Staffordshire over the
past three years have not resulted in any
casualties. However, we want to keep it that
way and to further reduce the number of
avoidable blazes breaking out in the first
place.
“The impact of chimney fires can be quite
distressing as well as potentially having a
financial impact on householders. It is far
cheaper, and far safer, to prevent the
incident even occurring by paying around
£50 for a qualified sweep such as those
certified by National Association of Chimney
Sweeps (NACS) to carry out the job.”
“As a general safety precaution, we would
also urge people to fit at least one working
smoke alarm on each level of their home
and to test them on a weekly basis. It
doesn’t take a lot of effort but it could
potentially save your life and your family’s
life.”
For more information on chimney safety
visit:
http://www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk/2333.asp

Something local on your mind?
We can't help if we don't know!

A note from the Clerk:

Be it lost sheep, Planning Applications, road
gritting, parking problems, moles on the
Playing Field, hedges needing cutting back,
pot holes, dogs and dog fouling, litter, fly
tipping, liaising with School/Borough/County
Council (to name but a few).

The Clerk’s work is constantly varied and |
hope you all know that you can contact me

about any local issue.

| may not be able to help but | can try and
point you in the direction of someone who
can! | would rather be told about a problem
10 times by 10 different parishioners than
not at all.

My phone number and email are in this
Newsletter, on all the Parish Notice boards
and on the web site.

Roads, Pavements

The Parish Council is concerned about the
state of the roads and tidiness of the Parish.
The Council wants to encourage everyone to
report problems directly to Staffordshire
County Council.

Reporting issues directly speeds up the
repair process and allows you to keep in
touch with how the repair is progressing.
Staffordshire County Council Highways is
responsible for the maintenance of
Highways, Roads and Pavements. The
County Council is also responsible for the
provision, maintenance and cleaning of road
signs.

Whitmore Parish Council also maintains
some highway and road grass verges in
certain areas of the Parish of Whitmore.
You can report a road or pavement
problem yourself to Staffordshire County
Council

T: 0300 111 8000 www.staffordshire.gov.uk
Staffordshire County Council Highways
Department, Wedgwood Buildings, Stafford
ST16 2DH

Be prepared to give details of the problem
and its location. When the details are
recorded a unique reference number is
allocated to the problem so that you can
track its progress at a later date.

Community Chest

Each year, the Parish Council has a small
amount of money to distribute to local
groups and organizations via the Community
Chest scheme. Last year, we were able to
give £500 to the Whitmore Scout Group and
£300 to Whitmore ‘Stay and Play’ — the
Mother and Toddler group which meets at
Whitmore Village Hall.

Contact Wendy if you think your group
would like to make an application to the
scheme.

Footpaths Group

The Parish Council is looking to establish a
community group that would take an inter-
est in the footpaths in the parish. The group
would work in partnership with the Parish
Staffordshire County Council to monitor the
condition of the footpaths and also develop
schemes for improvement. This type of
group in other areas have been involved in
the installation of replacement stiles and
clearing areas that have been overgrown.
Interested? Contact our Parish Clerk.

Heritage Lottery Fund

The Heritage Lottery Fund uses money from
the National Lottery to support heritage
projects. Grants start at £3,000 and there
are a number of grant programmes to
choose from.

As there have been few applications from
the Newcastle-under-Lyme area, it has been
designated a ‘Priority Development Area.’

At the moment, there is a special grant
available for community projects exploring
the impact of the First World War. Find out
more at www.hlf.org.uk/WestMidlands or if
you are interested, speak to the Parish Clerk

Keep up to date by

visiting the
Whitmore Parish Council Website
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
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Whitmore & District Village Hall

Regular Events

Monday Yoga Club 9.45am (term time only)
Tai Chi 6.00pm
Tuesday Line Dancing 10.00am to 12.00 noon

Karate Club 7.00pm
Wednesday Play and Stay 9.30am to 11.30am
Indoor Bowling Club 2.00pm (October to March)
Junior Sports Evening 5.00pm
Parish Council 7.00pm (1st week of the month)
Maer WI 7.30pm (2nd week of the month September to
February)
Beavers 6.30pm
Scouts 7.30pm

Thursday Art Group 9.30am

Cubs 6.30pm

Village Hall Committee 7.30pm (1st Thursday of the month)
Friday Indoor Bowling Club 2.00pm (October to March)

Dance Club 8.00pm
Sunday Tai Chi 6.00pm

Last Sunday of the month Car Boot Sale 8.00am

If you require more information or you are interested in joining any of the
activities just turn up at the Village Hall on the day and time presented

To book the Hall contact
Krys Holbrook T: 01782 680481

Book the Village Hall
Parties, Weddings, Anniver-
saries, Charity Fund-Raising

Events and Meetings
Krys Holbrook

Bookings Secretary

T: 01782 680481

Car Boot &

Table Top Sale
Whitmore & District Village
Hall
Last Sunday of the month
8.00am to 12.00 noon
Tables are
provided indoors
£6.00 per table indoors
or outside pitch
No booking required

Don Lawton

In October, the Whitmore and Baldwins Gate Community suffered the
huge loss when Don Lawton died. Don had been involved with so much of
village life for a number of years and, in particular, his work on the Village
Hall Committee had brought so much fruit. Many of the projects that have
made Whitmore Village Hall the thriving enterprise that it is were driven
through by Don, with his customary enthusiasm and expertise. He was such
a presence, many of us will miss him and we do send condolences to wife
Georgina, daughter Judith and granddaughter Molly.

Ashley Music School
Tuition given at Whitmore Village Hall
www.amsprojects.webplus.net

NEW YEAR’S EVE 2016
DINNER AND DANCE
7.00 pm for 7.30 pm
Free glass of punch
Bring own drinks and glasses
Tickets £25 Cheques only please made payable to
Whitmore and District Village Hall
More details from Doug Newton T: 01782 680593

96th Whitmore and Baldwins
Gate Scout Group

Whitmore & District Village Hall
Cubs for Boys and Girls
Age 8 — 10"/,
Thursday 6.30 to 8.00pm
Scouts for Boys and Girls
Age 10'/,to 14
Wednesday 7.30 to 8.00pm
Contact the Scout leaders for details

jayaukland@hotmail.com
Learn more about the Scouts at www.scouts.org.uk
We are also looking for volunteers to get involved.

If this is of interest please get in touch.

NEW - BEAVERS STARTING IN SEPTEMBER
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95th Whitmore & Baldwins
Gate Scout Group

96™ Whitmore and Baldwin’s Gate Scout
Group is flourishing again and now includes
Scouts, Cubs and the newly-formed Beaver
Colony, all of whom meet at Whitmore
Village Hall. Over the past 12 months we
have taken part in camping at Chester Zoo, a
Group camp at Kibblestone and a District
Scout Show, amongst many other activities.
Over 50 local children are members of the
Group but as we have grown so quickly
there is a need for leaders and helpers — as
yet very few have come forward from the
local area and we hope this will soon
change.

In the next 12 months we will be taking part
in a Cubs 5-a-side football event, a Scout
swimming gala and a District camp which
could involve around 1,000 scouting
members from Newcastle area.

Anybody interested in joining or helping,
please see our website:
96thwhitmorescoutgroup.wordpress.com
or Email:
96thwhitmorescoutgroup@gmail.com.

Keep up to Date
Whitmore Parish Council Web Site
www.whitmoreparishcouncil .co.uk
Community Interest Matters
HS2 Updates, Gateway Housing
Development, Bellway Homes Development
Proposal Land off Meadow Way
Neighbourhood Plan
www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk

Befriending

Loneliness can affect people of all ages, but
as we get older the risk factors, such as poor
health, bereavement, loss of mobility, poor
transport and becoming a carer, increase.
Isolation and loneliness are increasing
problems throughout the UK: 17% of older
people are in contact with their relatives less
than once a week; 51% of over 75s live
alone; and about 3.9 million of all older
people say that television is their main
source of company. As you can imagine, the
story is similar in our area. Madeley Practice
and Madeley & District Community Associa-
tion Transport Scheme have identified the
need for befriending in our rural community.
As part of a new community initiative we are
hoping to introduce a befriending scheme.
Befrienders extend the hand of friendship to
anyone over 18 who feel lonely or isolated
for any reason. The befrienders are people
who care, and are willing to visit regularly
for a drink and a chat. There will be no
charge for this service.

Many people already befriend on an
informal basis, and we would like to thank
and congratulate all of those people who
carry out this valuable service.

If you think you would like to know more
about what befriending involves, or you
know someone who would benefit from a
befrienders visit, please contact Brigitte or
Debbie on the following numbers:

Debbie Burns:
Brigitte Knowles:

01782751164
01782 750274

Dementia Friendly
Community

Madeley Practice, Madeley Parish Council
and Madeley & District Community
Association have joined forces to make
Madeley a Dementia Friendly Community.
Brigitte Knowles, who is the Elderly Care
Facilitator at Madeley Practice, has already
been very proactive in offering free
Dementia Awareness Information Sessions
(supported by the Alzheimer’s Society),
which 75 people have attended so far.
Information regarding future sessions can be
obtained from Brigitte T: 01782 750274.

We have been running Music for Memories
sessions in the Madeley Centre, which have
proven to be beneficial to older people and
carers.  Professional musicians run the
sessions, and cover songs from the First
World War to the present day. These
sessions have been funded by the Parish
Council & Borough Council. Please contact
Debbie Burns T: 01782 751164 for further
information.

One in fourteen people over 65 have a diag-
nosis of dementia, making it very likely that
we all know someone who is living with
dementia. We are committed to raising
awareness of the problems surrounding
people with dementia and their carers.
Knowing more about dementia, and how
you can support people in their everyday
activities is a positive move for everyone in
our community.

Help us to make MADELEY a Dementia
Friendly Community!

Report Dog Fouling

Please report dog fouling directly to the
Borough’s dog warden service (not to the
Parish Council). You can contact the dog
wardens by phone (01782 742 571) or via
the online reporting form on the Borough’s
website (www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk).

To access the form click ‘F’ on the alphabeti-
cal index, select ‘Forms — online’ and click
‘Dogs — Report dog related issues’. Provide
as much information as possible, such as a

description of the dog and its owner, the
time of day when the dog is usually walked,
the route taken and the location of the
fouling. The dog warden will patrol the area
and will speak to the owner when they see
them. The Warden and has the power to
start proceedings against the owner if they
witness a fouling offence. All reports to the
dog warden service are handled confiden-
tially. For further information about the
work of the Borough’s dog warden service
click ‘D’ on the Borough website’s
alphabetical index and go to ‘Dog’.

HS2

During the autumn, a major consultation has
been under way and a series of meetings
were held to encourage local residents to
send in their responses to the consultation.
The Parish Council detailed response can be
read in this newsletter and viewed on the
Parish Council website.

Home Fire Risk Check

Get your free smoke alarms and fitting today
Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service offer a free home fire risk check
service which involves a Firefighter or Service Technician visiting you in

Staffordshire YoU home to give fire safety advice, discuss escape routes and fit
Fire and Rescue Service free lifesaving equipment such as smoke alarms and fire guards.

praventing * protecting « responding

How to book a check

The FREEPHONE number 1o ring to request a check is 0800 0241 999 and on ringing you will be
able to arange a mutually convenient time for the visit to take place. Text: 07528 983101
Book online www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk HOME FIRE RISK CHECK All Firefighters and Service
Technicians carry an ID card and will fravel in Service vehicles. Although checks for the elderly
and vulnerable are prioritised, the service is open to everyone.

Loggerheads & District

Befrienders
VOLUNTEERS WANTED in the
Whitmore & Bald-

wins Gate Area

Do you have any free
time, an hour or two
per week that you
could spare to be a
Befriender to an
adult who is lonely or feels isolated and
who would like some company?

If so, or you would like more
information, please call
Kathleen 01630 674365
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Chairman’s Message

How time flies! It is already three
months since our Summer newsletter,
and fairly busy ones at that, so | am
pleased to be able to update you now
on a number of fronts:-

WPC website: | am pleased to see the
level of access activity that our site is
now attracting, confirming the value
of our efforts in keeping information
on major projects actively updated:-
Period 1st January 2016 to 3rd
November 2016:- 892 Users / 1,235
Sessions / 3,572 Page Views / Visit
Rates significantly increased since
16th May.

Development at the end of Gateway
Avenue:

Kier have now obtained full planning
permission for the construction of 109
homes. This followed Kier's formal
commitment to resolve all of the
residual issues that were raised by
WPC and BGAG. Work on the site is
already underway. The next step is to
set up the Liaison Committee that has
been agreed to, in order to ensure
that development proceeds with as
little upset to local life as possible.
Initial problems of Construction
vehicles approaching the site via
Sandy Lane (weight limit now 7T5....1)
and attempting to access the site via
Gateway Avenue (!!) were resolved
within 24 hours following urgent
phone calls to Kier - a fast and
effective  reaction which offers
promise for the future.

Potential development at the end of
Meadow Way:

There has still been no further news
about this.

Neighbourhood Development Plan:
The Steering Group continue to make
good progress with this. The Question-
naire issue has been completed,
receiving 352 responses (a "Return
Rate" of 25%; which is modest, but
enough to provide a good working
reference). Our thanks to all those of
you who responded. Two core
documents have been forwarded to
the Borough Council for comment and
feedback - the all-important Housing

Parish Council Meetings
Whitmore & District Village Hall
Commencing 7.00pm
Open Forum 7.00 to 7.15pm
Wednesday 7th December 2016
Wednesday 4th January 2017
Wednesday 1st February 2017
Wednesday 1st March 2017

Needs Assessment (HNA) which the
Borough Council have not yet been
able to respond to (!), and a Heritage
and Character Assessment (HCA)
which has received a very positive
response. Disappointingly, serious
concerns have to be addressed over
the Borough Council's current inability
to provide suitably active support to
this project.

HS2a:

The Consultation Event held by HS2 on
30th September was followed up by a
series of "Information Support
Presentations" for residents, with the
objective of encouraging them, and
helping them, to make informed
responses to the HS2 Consultation.
These were prepared by Bill Murray
and Sheila Ramage and | would like to
express my thanks to them both for
the time, effort and passion that they
put into this. A meeting has been held
with representatives from both the
Borough and County Councils, to
ensure that they were fully informed
as to the level of harm that the cur-
rent project will inflict on our Parish,
before making their joint response to
the HS2 Consultation. A further
meeting was held with Sir William
Cash to ensure that he is also fully
informed of our concerns and to seek
his support in pressing the Secretary
of State for Transport (MP Chris
Grayling) to evaluate possible
alternatives, and much less
destructive, routing solutions for HS2a
through our area. Sir William's
subsequent letter to the Secretary of
State, together with WPC's response

to HS2's Consultation Event, and
finally my letter to Sir William
suggesting a challenge to the

"Capacity" argument for justifying the
HS2a section of HS2, can all be found
on our website.

AGM and Annual Parish Meeting:

the Annual Report has now been
published, for your reference, on our
website (section: Parish Council /
Minutes of Parish Council Meetings).

Councillor Ian Webb

Keep up to date by

visiting the
Whitmore Parish Council
Website
whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
Twitter @WhitmoreParishC

Whitmore Parish Council

Clerk to the Parish Council

Mrs Wendy Kinson

“The Old Laundry”, Maer
Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF

T:01782 680 613

= E: parish.clerk@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

Councillor lan D Webb
Parish Council Chairman

T: 01782 680 522

E: lanandninawebb@aol.com

Councillor Carl Evans
Parish Council Vice Chair

Chair Parish Appearance Group
M: 07775 774 740
E: carl.evans@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

Councillor Geoff R Corbett
Parish Appearance Group
T: 01782 680 645

Councillor Audrey Pedley
Parish Appearance Group
T:01782 680 985

E: audreypedley@yahoo.com

Councillor Derek Davies
Parish Appearance Group
T:01782 680383

E: derodavie@yahoo.co.uk

Councillor Roy Peddie
T:01782 681016
E: roy.peddie@btinternet.com

Councillor Josie Parker

1 Neighbourhood Plan Group
M: 07813 719162

| E: josie.parker@hotmail.com

Councillor Colin Perry

Neighbourhood Plan Group

T:01782 617132

M: 07831 484288

E: colin.perry@whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

Articles for publication to
Clerk to the Parish Council Mrs Wendy Kinson
“The Old Laundry”, Maer, Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF
T:01782 680 613 E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk
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