
WPC letter to Sir William Cash, 14th November 2016, querying whether HS2 is needed 

in our area in order to increase "Capacity" 
 

 

Date: 14 November  

To: Jim Mcconalogue <mcconaloguej@parliament.uk> 

 

 

Subject: HS2 v WCML re CAPACITY on HS2a Section. 

Hello Jim, 

 

I enclose a copy of a survey which was run in Baldwins Gate in 2013 when the number of, 

and type of, train that ran on the WCML was surveyed by our Local HS2 Action Group 

during a typical 24 hour period. I am sure that Sir William received a copy of these results at 

the time BUT in view of the imminence of HS2a's arrival in our area, and his support for our 

concern at the devastation that the current project design threatens us with, I would like to 

again bring his attention to it and to the inescapable conclusion to be drawn from a simple 

comparison of current WCML capacity v Projected HS2a capacity. 

 

I believe that it clearly demonstrates that the existing capability of the WCML is such as to 

render completely unjustified the whole construction of the particular Section HS2a.  

 

HS2a is projected to have a capacity reaching eventually TWELVE TRAINS PER HOUR IN 

EACH DIRECTION between 05H00 and 24H00 from Monday to Saturday and between 

08H00 and 24H00 on Sunday (ref: HS2 Consultation document: Wirking Draft 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report: Volume 2: Community Area Report CA4: 

Whitmore Heath to Madeley: page 32 "Operation of the Proposed Scheme": paragraph 2.4.2). 

 

NOW: the attached WCML survey registered a count of trains per hour in a given direction 

of:- 

- 15 trains once 

- 13 trains twice 

- 11 trains four times 

 

==> an average, over these seven one hour slots, of 12.1 trains in the hour 

 

Since: there seems no reason why we cannot validly assume the same operational efficiency 

for the WCML as that postulated for HS2a, ie the same maximum number of trains per hour, 

during the hours of operation, in each direction. For HS2a the target is set at 12 trains/hr each 

way. For the WCML we can see that:- 

 

- this capacity of 12 trains/hr in a given direction was exceeded three times. 

- the maximum flow rate achieved, of 15 trains/hr in a given direction, exceeds the projected 

HS2a capacity by 25%!!! (15/12). 

- the flow rate achieved on average over seven of the 48 hour slots was equal to the projected 

HS2a capacity. 

 

CONCLUSION: during the few hours each day when there is currently a need to, the 

existing WCML, within the HS2a zone, is already being operated at a level which equals, 
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or even exceeds by up to a quarter, the level postulated for HS2a.  Overall it is running 

considerably below its maximum capacity, presumably because there is insufficient 

demand to require it to do more...... 
Note:- the WCML has FOUR tracks whereas the HS2a only has two. One might reasonably 

expect that routines could be organised to achieve even greater flow rates on the WCML than 

the maximum number recorded in the survey, of 15 trains/ hour in a given direction.....(this 

was not the system's limit, simply the maximum recorded in response to current capacity 

demand), no doubt at a cost but how could that possibly be anywhere near the foreseen cost 

of HS2a? 

 

QUESTION: So where does that leave us as far as the justification for HS2a is concerned? 

Since capacity is demonstrated to not be an issue for this section HS2a, does the saving in 

journey time DUE TO THIS SMALL SECTION HS2a, justify the costs and devastation 

involved in building it? 
 

Kind regards 

 

Ian Webb 

 

Chairman, Whitmore parish Council 01782680522 

 


