Whitmore Parish Council
NEWSLETTER
Spring 2016

Keep up to date at the Parish Council
Web Site, Twitter & on Facebook
The Parish Council wants to make sure that
as many people as possible are kept informed about development in the Parish
and has set up a Web Site, Twitter and Facebook accounts.

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk
There is a Community Interest Matters Section on the web site that provides up to date
information about subjects that might be of
interest. Currently this section contains updates about;
* Colourville—The Whitmore Estate Festival
* HS2 Phase Two West Midlands to Crewe
* Proposed Gateway Housing Development
The web site is gradually developing and
new material is being added. It presently
contains lots of information including the
minutes of Parish Council meetings. A link
has recently been added to a 2013 Rural
Profile of Whitmore prepared by Action with
Communities in Rural England.
The Parish Council would be pleased to add
material that might be of interest including
articles related to heritage and local photographs of the area. If you would like to help
then please get in touch.
The Parish Council is also exploring the potential to set up a Keep in Touch email list so
watch out for this.

The Twitter account has been added to provide Instant Alerts.

Facebook: Whitmore Parish Council
Twitter: @WhitmoreParishC
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

Bellway Homes Development
Proposals Land Off Meadow Way
The Parish Council has been asked to help publicise a Public Exhibition being organized by Bellway Homes West Midlands relating to the possible development of
around 99 homes on land off Meadow Way.

Public Exhibition Whitmore Village Hall
Wednesday 27th April 2016
2.00pm to 7.00pm

Keep up to Date
Whitmore Parish Council Web Site
www.whitmoreparishcouncil .co.uk

Whitmore Parish Council
Community Interest Matters
HS2 Updates
Gateway Housing Development
Colourville - Cancelled Whitmore Estate
Festival July 2016
Bellway Homes Development Proposal
Land off Meadow Way
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

Neighbourhood Plan
www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk

Articles for publication
Clerk to the Parish Council
Mrs Wendy Kinson, “The Old Laundry”, Maer,
Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF
T: 01782 680 613 E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC

New Parish Councillor

Staffordshire Day

Queen’s 90th

Josie Parker moved into Whitmore nearly 14
years ago predominantly for her daughters
education. Amy has completed her degree and now works and lives in London
where she is pursuing her passion for
acting.
Josie said “I consider myself extremely fortunate to have given her a strong
grounding and upbringing in such a lovely
and safe village where she enjoys coming
back to”.

Staffs County Council is launching a
‘Staffordshire Day’ in 2016 to coincide with
the County’s 1,000th birthday. The date chosen is 1st May when there will be all sorts of
special events, offers and competitions
county-wide to celebrate Staffordshire’s
greatness. See the list of events at
www.enjoystaffordshire.com/staffsday.

Another birthday we will all be hearing
about is the one on 21st April when HM the
Queen celebrates her 90th birthday. A campaign has already been launched (by
‘Country Life’) to make all our communities
fit for the Queen – the ‘Clean for the Queen’
campaign. Whitmore, like so many other
places suffers the blight of litter, much of it
obviously tossed casually through car windows – fast food cartons, cigarette packets,
polystyrene coffee cups. Most of these are
not biodegradable and will remain where
they are thrown forever unless someone
picks them up. Some residents already conscientiously make an effort to stem the litter
tide by undertaking their own ‘litter picks’
and we do applaud and thank those who
already do this. Could we see if there is any
appetite to ‘litter pick’ in a more organized
way? If you are interested in forming a
‘Whitmore litter picker’ group, let the Clerk
know and we can see if there could be a
monthly litter pick, concentrating on the
areas that seem to need it most. We can
even provide ‘litter pick sticks’!

Josie was born in Newcastle and apart from
a few years when she lived in the Middle
East (where her daughter was born) she has
always worked and lived locally. Josie had
her own recruitment business for 15 years
but now works as a Personal Assistant to the
Operations Director of a national recruitment agency. She enjoys walking, spending
time with family and friends, travelling, culture, socialising, good food and wine.
Recently becoming involved with some village affairs and making connections with
local residents has encouraged her to get
involved further. Josie says; “The Parish
of Whitmore is very much in my heart, I care
about the area and what happens in it is
important to me so I thought this was an
ideal opportunity to give something back to
the prosperity of Whitmore and help in keeping the village ethic very much alive.
I appreciate and thoroughly enjoy the wonderful countryside which surrounds us and
hope to help maintain our charming and
historic village of Whitmore continuing to
make this a safe and pleasant environment
for us all to live in.”

Photo Competition
The Staffordshire branch of the Campaign to
Protect Rural England is holding a landscape
photographic competition to celebrate its
80th birthday. The 80 best photos chosen will
be exhibited and the 12 best used for CPRE
Staffs’ 2017 calendar.
Have you got a stunning snap of Staffs? Submit it to cprestaffs80outlook.com or contact
the CPRE office T: 07961814426.

Youth Fishing Competitions
Local police officers have organised
a number of fishing competitions

for 8 - 16 years
Parents and grandparents welcome
10.00 am - 3.00 pm
Arrive by 9 am
29th March (Cudmore Fisheries)
3rd June (Redhall Lane, Halmerend)
25th July (Cudmore Fisheries)
11th August (Redhall Lane, Halmerend)
24th August (Cudmore Fisheries)

Remember to VOTE

27th August (Madeley Pool)

There will be TWO chances to exercise your
democratic responsibilities in the next few
months:
Thursday 5th May Police and Crime Commissioner Election and Local Borough Elections.
Thursday 23rd June Referendum regarding
European Union membership. The usual
halls will be in use as polling stations.

Free of charge
Local police will be supervising
Restricted to 20 places
Contact PCSO16266 Hodgkinson or PCSO
16736 Forrest T: 101 ext 5643
E: colin.hodgkinson@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk

On the Queen’s actual birthday in April, a
chain of beacons will be lit across the country and then on June 12th (HM’s ‘official’
birthday), there will be a giant street party in
London at lunchtime. Watch for more information to see if Whitmore decides to become part of ‘The Big Lunch’ on that day.

Community Chest
Each year the Parish Council is given a small
allocation of funds to distribute to local
groups and organizations for help with particular projects. Whitmore’s allocation is
£800 and this year we were able to give
Whitmore Scout Group £500 to buy tents
and camping equipment and Whitmore ‘Stay
and Play’ Group, the group for mothers and
toddlers that meets at the Village Hall on a
Wednesday morning, £300 for toys and
equipment. Thanks to the Village Hall Committee for their help in endorsing this application.
Keep up to date by visiting the
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

Are you wondering how you are going to get
to and from your medical appointments?
Help is just a phone call away!
We have a band of dedicated volunteers who are able to offer lifts to people who are unable to get to
their Medical related (hospital, doctor’s optician’s etc.) appointments.
The scheme is open to everyone.
If you require help with transport please feel free to contact us.
If you would like more information about using our services or
about how you can volunteer as a driver for us please contact

Debbie Burns, Project Coordinator, on 01782 751164 or email mdcahub@gmail.com
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Borough and County Councillor David Loades
Would you like my
News Updates?
I would like to invite any
residents of my elected
Newcastle Rural Division to
subscribe to my regular
News updates.
My updates cover local County news and
Newcastle Borough Council news with updates from the Newcastle Rural Conservative branch and the Locality action group
which are fighting to make sure we get the
infrastructure and the support that the rural
area needs and pays for.
If you wish to receive my email newsletter
send me an email.

Road Safety—Manor Road

First Bus

I am also in negotiation with Staffordshire
Highways to improve the road safety on
Manor road and many other stretches of
road as a matter of priority. We are looking
for solutions that work and I appreciate that
it is taking some time to provide a workable
answer to your concerns. I will keep you all
informed as things develop.

I am currently in negotiation with First Bus
to improve our local bus service across the
Newcastle Rural area which is going well and
I hope to have some good news for you
shortly.

Newcastle Rural Deal
Also moving forward at some pace is my
Newcastle Rural Deal aimed at getting increased funds into the rural area through
realisation of the needs of local residents. I
will update you on my next news release.

School Governors & Teachers
I would love to speak with any school Governors or local teachers on local issues especially over future education funding in the
area. This will give me a clear view of what is
needed and what we need to lobby for to
ensure our young people get the education
T: M: 07960 131408
E: david.loades@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Borough Councillor Paul Northcott
The Borough Council will
be going into Purdah once
again for the run up to
Local Borough Council
elections this May. This
system will be replaced
from the current elections
of ‘Thirds’ meaning from
2018 the Borough Council
will be adopting ‘All out Elections’ for the
whole Council in 2018. It is possible following review by the Boundary Commission that
the number of Councillors representing
some Wards could change.
It continues to be a busy time for Whitmore
Parish. Work is progressing, as you will know
on the Local Development Plan guided by
your local team of volunteers.

Newcastle Stoke-on-Trent
Joint Local Plan

urge you to do so as this is one of the main
chances for your input to be considered.

Rural Policing
Concerns have been brought to our attention recently of the future of Rural Policing
in our area. How will residents in the Parish
of Whitmore be assured that the delivery of
Policing in our area is not going to suffer if
new Police strategies take away our existing
community based resources? These are
valid concerns that we will continue to press
for more information and re assurances
from the Police Crime Commissioner & newly formed Police Panel that delivery of services for the residents of Whitmore & surrounding area are not going to suffer further. We will seek to try and improve the
level of cover that our residents are receiving at present.

New Recycling & Waste Scheme

The Joint Local plan between Newcastle
Borough and Stoke on Trent Council is nearing the end of its first consultation stage 29th
March 2016, which can be accessed on the
Boroughs website or via your local Parish
Council. If you have not had your say yet I

Newcastle Borough’s new recycling waste
management scheme is to be rolled out July
4th 2016 which means replacing the current
systems of Pink, green & blue Bags with 3
box containers. This is to make the system

more efficient, reduce costs to residents
from landfill & incineration, achieve at least
55% waste recycling by 2020, collect 4 separate streams of materials for recycling &
help generate revenue which will be used to
maintain & improve this service in the now
& in the future.

Dog Wardens
The Boroughs Dog Wardens have been active in Whitmore, Baldwin’s Gate. Recent
meetings with them have looked at resident’s complaints & how we can improve
the appearance of our area & assist some
persistent pet owners to act with more
thought in respect of fouling kerbs, footpaths & green spaces etc.

Get in Touch
Your views are important. If you wish to
discuss these or other matters please feel
free get in touch. Open Surgeries are held
every 3rd Monday of the month, from 10am
to 1pm, @ Loggerheads Library, also by prior
arrangement
before
Parish
Council
meetings, or home visits. M: 07900 600007
E: paul.northcott@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Madeley and District U3A
serving Madeley, Betley, Keele, Whitmore, Onneley,
Baldwins Gate and Woore areas.
Retired or Semi retired? Interest Groups, Social Activities, Excursions, Talks
Meet new friends or take on new challenges.
Enrolment for 2016-7
Madeley Centre on Thursday, April 14th from 3pm until 4 30pm following the Monthly Meeting at the earlier time of 1.30pm.
The speaker will be Dr Andy Tomlinson, “A Himalayan Odyssey: Travelling and working in the Nepal Himalaya”.
Annual subscription of £12 50 entitles you to take part in any of the activities. During April, non members are
welcome to visit any of the Groups free of charge to find out more. For more information see www.madeleydistrictu3a.org.uk
Email: H.Hurd@keele.ac.uk or cmhawksley@gmail.com Phone 01782 750338 or 01270 820049

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC
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WHITMORE COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 2016 Casserole Club
Every two years, the Parish Council has co-ordinated a Festival involving as many local organizations and groups as possible and putting on a variety of events.
This year’s Festival will be in September, mainly the week of 10th – 17th September.
The final programme is still unfolding but so far will definitely include:
A Concert by the Daleian Singers on Sat 10th September
A Concert at Butterton Church.
A special event hosted by the Women’s Institute.
A history- themed event led by Andrew Dobraszcyc
A Radio Stoke Broadcast from Whitmore Church
The usual Free Family Fun Day (on September 17th)
Keep these dates free and watch for further details. We hope to distribute the finalized
programme with the Summer copy of the Parish Council Newsletter.

Pupils from Baldwins Gate School
plant bulbs in Jubilee Gardens
Pupils from Baldwins Gate School accompanied by
Class Teacher, James Ahearne and Parish Councillors; Audrey Pedley and Derek Davies planted 600
spring bulbs in Jubilee Gardens on Monday 1st December last year. Special thanks to the children and
teachers that help with this activity. The bulbs can
be seen growing in Jubilee Gardens.

One of our main priorities in
Staffordshire is to help people lead
happier, healthier and more independent lives.
Casserole Club is one scheme that supports
just that, by helping volunteers to share
extra portions of their home-cooked food
with older neighbours who would appreciate a meal delivered every now and then.
Casserole Club aims to: Tackle social isolation and help older people who no longer
find it easy to cook, to enjoy a freshly prepared home-cooked meal; strengthen connections between the generations within
communities; and provide a flexible way for
people to volunteer their time and skills
locally.
Volunteer ‘Cooks’ with lots or little experience are encouraged to sign up to share an
extra portion of their food with an older
neighbour. Anyone wishing to join the Casserole Club and volunteer as a Casserole
Cook can visit www.casseroleclub.com to
create a profile.
Each Cook is asked to complete a food hygiene quiz and Disclosure and Barring Service application online, and is invited to send
an introductory message to a local Diner of
their choice. The message is approved by
the Diner and their telephone number is
exchanged for the Cook to arrange the date,
time and type of meal to be shared.
Casserole Club Diners can sign up to the
project by contacting one of our Matchmaking Team within Staffordshire County Council’s Contact Centre. Referrals can be made
by friends, family or a trusted organisation in
the voluntary and community sector via:
Email: staffordshire@casseroleclub.com
Telephone: 0300 111 8006
Visit: www.casseroleclub.com
The Matchmaking Team will remain involved
at every stage of the process to make sharing food as easy as possible. If you would
like to get involved, request further information or help someone to register as a
Diner of the scheme please contact us between the hours of:

Pupils from Baldwins Gate School enjoying the Bulb Planting event in Jubilee Gardens
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Monday to Thursday: 8am to 8pm
Friday: 8.00am to 5.00pm
Saturday: 9.00am to 5.00pm
Sunday: Closed

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC

THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
IT’S YOUR FUTURE
Much has happened
in the Neighbourhood Development
Plan (NDP) project
since the last Newsletter.
In November and
December
there
were a series of five
Roadshows around
the Neighbourhood
Area. These were
two-way communication events. They allowed the NDP project group to explain
what neighbourhood planning is all about.
And they allowed you to voice your ideas
and concerns about the future development
of the area and to discuss specific issues that
your communities face.
More recently, the NDP had its own stand at
the Information Day in Whitmore Village
Hall on 12 March and this provided another
opportunity for you to voice your ideas and
discuss specific issues.

Only then will it receive legal status and
become an integral part of the Local Plan for
the Borough of Newcastle-under-Lyme.
The NDP work is now entering into a new
stage, moving from textbook concepts to
the reality of what it will mean to each and
everyone of us. Building on your input at the
Roadshows we have identified 9 key areas
that will set the direction for the NDP. These
are:
Ensuring that we have the type of development that is right for our communities,
which at the same time protects our countryside.
Providing housing types, medical and care
facilities to meet the needs of older residents.
Affordable housing for younger people and
those on lower incomes
Renovating and converting vacant and derelict buildings to provide housing and business facilities.

Ahead of the Information Day the entire
Neighbourhood Area was sent a leaflet explaining more about NDP and the priorities
we will be focusing on. And by the time you
read this Newsletter some of you will have
seen the NDP banners on display in Baldwins
Gate and in other locations around the
Neighbourhood Area.

Supporting local shopping facilities and helping local businesses to thrive and grow.

On 13 April there will be an event at Baldwins Gate school, organised especially for
the parents, and a competition for the children to create a design for one of the NDP
banners.

Providing community facilities for all ages.

We were pleased to learn that the NDP project qualifies to receive government funding
to a maximum £14,000 and a range of technical support. Our first tranche of funding
paid for the leaflets, the banners and materials for the Information Day, among other
things. Our first technical support will be for
a professionally conducted Housing Needs
Assessment.
Introducing the logo
The NDP project now has its own logo! From
now on you will see it on all our leaflets,
publicity and other documents. The logo
shows the outline of the Neighbourhood
Area and its three parishes gently cradled in
a pair of hands. Your hands!
It’s YOUR plan!
The NDP is YOUR plan, it needs your input
and the participation and support of the
whole community. This is a critical aspect of
the NDP process – because the finished Plan
will require your vote in a local referendum.

Roads, Pavements
& Road Traffic Signs

Providing a range of business and employment opportunities that are appropriate to
the rural area.
Ensuring that we have public transport that
meets the needs of our communities.

Protecting our local green and built heritage
as an asset both for our community and for
tourists and visitors to the area.
These are the issues that you have told us
are important to you. If there are others that
you feel are not covered in this list, please
let us know, using the contact form on the
NDP website. You will have an opportunity
to provide further input on these 9 key areas
in the detailed questionnaire survey that will
be sent to every household in due course.
The Neighbourhood Plan is a unique opportunity for YOU to have a real say on what
your community will look like in the years to
come. Please take full advantage of this
opportunity to contribute and to help shape
the future of YOUR community.
Visit the Neighbourhood Plan website at
www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk!
Use the contact form to send us your ideas
or to volunteer your assistance to the project. We look forward to hearing from you.

Keep up to date by visiting the
Whitmore Parish Council Website
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

The Parish Council is concerned about the
state of the roads and tidiness of the Parish.
The Council wants to encourage everyone to
report problems directly to Staffordshire
County Council.
Reporting issues directly speeds up the repair process and allows you to keep in touch
with how the repair is progressing.
Staffordshire County Council Highways is
responsible for the maintenance of Highways, Roads and Pavements. The County
Council is also responsible for the provision,
maintenance and cleaning of road signs.
Whitmore Parish Council also maintains
some highway and road grass verges in certain areas of the Parish of Whitmore.
You can report a road or pavement problem yourself to Staffordshire County Council
T: 0300 111 8000 www.staffordshire.gov.uk
Staffordshire County Council Highways Department, Wedgwood Buildings, Stafford
ST16 2DH

Mobile Libraries
Following the recent consultation about the
Mobile Library service, thankfully the Mobile
Library serving Whitmore Parish will continue, although there will now not be so many
stops. However, the stop in Baldwins Gate
will be for a longer period.

Car Parking problems at
Baldwins Gate
Primary School
Parking in the environs of Baldwins Gate
School is proving a problem again, at school
dropping off time in the mornings and collecting time in the afternoons. The local
Police are monitoring the situation and we
would remind parents not to park on pavements or block driveways. This is illegal. Fair
Green Rd has been proving a particular
problem recently.

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC
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Whitmore & District Village Hall

Book the Village Hall
Parties, Weddings, Anniversaries, Charity Fund-Raising
Events and Meetings
Krys Holbrook
Bookings Secretary

T: 01782 680481
Regular Events
Monday

Yoga Club 9.45am (term time only)
Tai Chi 6.00pm

Tuesday

Line Dancing 10.00am to 12.00 noon
Karate Club 7.00pm

Wednesday

Play and Stay 9.30am to 11.30am
Indoor Bowling Club 2.00pm (October to March)
Parish Council 7.00pm (1st week of the month)
Maer WI 7.30pm (2nd week of the month September to
February)
Scouts 7.30pm

Thursday

Friday
Sunday

Art Group 9.30am
Cubs 6.30pm
Village Hall Committee 7.30pm (1st Thursday of the month)
Indoor Bowling Club 2.00pm (October to March)
Dance Club 8.00pm
Tai Chi 6.00pm
Last Sunday of the month Car Boot Sale 8.00am

If you require more information or you are interested in joining any of the
activities just turn up at the Village Hall on the day and time presented
To book the Hall contact
Krys Holbrook, T: 01782 680481

Car Boot &
Table Top Sale
Whitmore & District Village
Hall
Last Sunday of the month
8.00am to 12.00 noon
Tables are
provided indoors
£6.00 per table indoors
or outside pitch
No booking required
Ashley Music School

Whitmore Village Hall
Defibrillator Training
We have a defibrillator in the Village Hall so have organized single training
sessions for members of the groups using the Hall.
Sunday 3rd April or Sunday 10th April.
Both sessions 10.30 am – 12.30 pm.
Places are limited so you need to
book in advance
Please phone or text
M: 07780950802 or
E: patricia.cawthorn@sky.com
I will confirm your place as soon as I have dated applications.
We will give a donation to the
First Responders Fund
so the cost of the course is £5.00

Tuition given at Whitmore Village Hall
www.amsprojects.webplus.net

96th Whitmore and Baldwins
Gate Scout Group
Whitmore & District Village Hall
Cubs for Boys and Girls
Age 8 – 101/2
Thursday 6.30 to 8.00pm
Scouts for Boys and Girls
Age 101/2 to 14
Wednesday 7.30 to 8.00pm
Contact the Scout leaders
for details
jayaukland@hotmail.com
Learn more about the Scouts at www.scouts.org.uk
We are also looking for volunteers to get involved.
If this is of interest please get in touch.

Pat Cawthorn, Chairman, W.I.
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HS2 Site Visit 10th March 2016
Parishioners, representatives from the HS2
Action Group, Parish Councillors and the
Parish Clerk met with officials from HS2 including Mr Terry Stafford, (Stakeholder Engagement) and Mr Richard Johnston (Area
Manager). Mr Johnston had made a preliminary visit on the 3rd March 2016.
Specific problems were examined including;
The crossing point at the A53 and the request made by residents for an additional
‘Cut and Cover’ for about 200 metres south
of the A53. It was noted how fast, frequent
and dangerous traffic on the A53 is at this
point.
The physical nature of Whitmore Heath. It
has previously been stated by HS2 that
Whitmore Heath is hard conglomerated
rock, uniform and fairly level. HS2 technical
staff were able to observe that Whitmore
Heath is none of these, but the remains of a
well-worked sand quarry.
Widespread evidence of wildlife, particularly
deer and particularly the rare white deer,
which it is understood Mr Johnston witnessed on his preliminary visit.
Wide ranging concerns about the HS2 proposals for Whitmore Wood. It was agreed
that the proposals from locals for a ‘Cut and
Cover’ through Whitmore Wood had much
to commend them and should be explored
in detail. Such proposals, if implemented

Report Dog Fouling
Please report dog fouling directly to the
Borough’s dog warden service (not to the
Parish Council). You can contact the dog
wardens by phone (01782 742 571) or via
the online reporting form on the Borough’s
website (www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk). To
access the form click ‘F’ on the alphabetical
index, select ‘Forms – online’ and click ‘Dogs
– Report dog related issues’. Provide as
much information as possible, such as a

would allow the ancient and historic Snape
Hall Farm to at least continue to exist as a
viable entity.
Also discussed were various problems that
residents have encountered with compensation arrangements and concerns about the
impact on Whitmore and the wider community, of the disruption and upheaval that the
construction of HS2 would bring for a considerable length of time.
It is understood that a result of the visit
boreholes will now be drilled on Whitmore
Heath and in Whitmore Wood to confirm
the geology of both.
Following a visit walking around much of the
proposed site, which lasted about two
hours, Mr Johnston gave an overview of the
next stages of the process. The next stage of
design was hoped to be ready for April, this
to include proposals for roads, construction
sites, balancing ponds. The consultation
draft Environmental Impact Assessment had
been launched and would last until 13th May
2015. Following these, documents would
need drafting to get ready to be presented
to Parliament in Spring 2017.
It was agreed that there was a need to continue visits to the area and it was also
agreed that all liaison would be between
HS2 and the Parish Clerk who would then
disseminate all information to others in the
Parish.
description of the dog and its owner, the
time of day when the dog is usually walked,
the route taken and the location of the fouling. The dog warden will patrol the area, will
speak to the owner when they see them,
and has the power to start proceedings
against the owner if they witness a fouling
offence. All reports to the dog warden service are handled confidentially. For further
information about the work of the Borough’s dog warden service click ‘D’ on the
Borough website’s alphabetical index and go
to ‘Dog’.

Home Fire Risk Check
Get your free smoke alarms and fitting today
Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service offer a free home fire risk check
service which involves a Firefighter or Service Technician visiting you in
your home to give fire safety advice, discuss escape routes and fit free
lifesaving equipment such as smoke alarms and fire guards.
How to book a check
The FREEPHONE number to ring to request a check is 0800 0241 999 and on ringing you will be
able to arrange a mutually convenient time for the visit to take place. Text: 07528 983101

NEW RECYCLING & WASTE
COLLECTION SERVICE
From 4th July 2016, Newcastle-under-Lyme
Borough Council will be starting a NEW recycling and waste collection service.
The main objectives of the new service are
to :
*Make the system simpler – but still a high
quality service
*Reduce costs for residents – focus on recycling and composting as it is cheaper than
disposing of waste through incineration or
landfill.
*Achieve at least 55% of waste by 2020 –
currently Councils have a statutory duty to
recycle.
*Collect four separate streams of materials
for recycling – a requirement under European Union Law.
Each household will receive new containers
Red – for metal and plastic bottles
Green – for glass and cardboard
Blue – for paper, small appliances, batteries
and textiles.
These will be alongside the existing food
waste, garden and household bins.
Leaflets will be going out to every household
explaining the changes and the new boxes
will be delivered in June.

Tell us about your local
Club or Group
The Parish Council wants to publicise the
activities of local clubs & groups. Please
send in your articles & details for inclusion in
the Newsletter & Website.

Loggerheads & District
Befrienders
VOLUNTEERS WANTED in the
Whitmore & Baldwins Gate Area
Do you have any
free time, an hour
or two per week
that you could
spare to be a Befriender to an adult
who is lonely or feels isolated and who
would like some company?

Book online www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk HOME FIRE RISK CHECK All Firefighters and Service
Technicians carry an ID card and will travel in Service vehicles. Although checks for the elderly
and vulnerable are prioritised, the service is open to everyone.

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC

If so, or you would like more
information, please call
Kathleen 01630 674365
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Chairman’s Message
Two of our Councillors, Judith
Oppenheimer and David Alcock, have
recently decided to resign their position with the Parish Council. We thank
them for their contributions to the
Council and wish them well for the
future. We are pleased to welcome our
new Councillor Ms Josie Parker who
has been co-opted onto the Council to
fill one of the resulting vacancies. We
are seeking another person to join the
Council.
Things have of course moved on with
the major projects that I listed in my
message in the Autumn Newsletter:"Colourville" the Annual Music and
General Entertainment Festival which
had been projected to take place on
the Mainwaring estate starting July
2016.
As you are hopefully all aware, this
project has now been dropped following the Borough Council's refusal to
grant the necessary Premises Licence,
largely due to the many concerns
raised by parishioners. A copy of the
decision report is available on the
Parish Council's website under
"Community Interest Matters".
"The Development at the end of Gateway Avenue" Kier recently raised Planning Application 15/01106/REM dealing with "Reserved Matters". The Par-

Whitmore Parish Council

ish
Council has registered a joint representation with BGAG, involving a
significant number of concerns -a copy
is available on the Parish Council website under "Community Interest
Matters". As I write, work has already
taken place on hedge removals and we
expect an Application for Full Planning
Permission to appear in due course.
"The Neighbourhood Development
Plan" - see the update reported elsewhere in this Newsletter.
Beyond these particular projects the
normal work of the Parish Council continues and of course the implications of
the construction works for "HS2” loom
ever larger on our horizon....... In the
meantime Spring is almost here and
we look forward to the challenges
ahead.
“Bellway Homes West Midlands” The
Parish Council has been asked to help
communicate to parishioners an Exhibition of proposals relating to the possible development of land off Meadow
Way. It is thought that this may include
up to 99 new homes but this information comes from members of the
community and the Parish Council has
not been formally given any details.

Clerk to the Parish Council
Mrs Wendy Kinson
“The Old Laundry”, Maer
Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF
T: 01782 680 613
E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk
Councillor Ian D Webb
Parish Council Chairman
T: 01782 680 522
E: Ianandninawebb@aol.com

Councillor Carl Evans
Parish Council Vice Chair
Chair Parish Appearance Group
M: 07775 774 740
E: carl@carlevans.co.uk
Councillor Geoff R Corbett
Parish Appearance Group
T: 01782 680 645

Councillor Audrey Pedley
Parish Appearance Group
T: 01782 680 985
E: audreypedley@yahoo.com

Councillor Ian Webb

Rural Runabout
Remember the Rural Runabout when you're looking for transport for a
particular event. The Rural Runabout is an 11-seater minibus that can be
hired by local community groups. Volunteer drivers can also be provided.
Although the bus is parked at Madeley, it is very much available to
Whitmore residents and the Parish Council has been
involved since the scheme began.

Councillor Derek Davies
Parish Appearance Group
Neighbourhood Plan Group
T: 01782 680383
E: derodavie@yahoo.co.uk
Councillor Roy Peddie
T: 01782 681016
E: roy.peddie@btinternet.com

Check with the Parish Clerk for more details.

Parish Council Meetings
Whitmore & District Village Hall
Commencing 7.00pm
Open Forum 7.00 to 7.15pm
Wednesday 2nd March 2016
Wednesday 6th April 2016
Wednesday 4th May 2016
Wednesday 1st June 2016
Wednesday 13th July 2016
Wednesday 3rd August 2016
Wednesday 7th September 2016
Wednesday 5th October 2016
Wednesday 9th November 2016
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Whitmore Parish Council
Community Interest Matters
Gateway Housing Development
Colourville - The Cancelled
Whitmore Estate Festival July 2016
HS2 Updates
Bellway Homes West Midlands
Land off Meadow Way
Visit the Parish Council Web Site
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk

Articles for publication to
Clerk to the Parish Council
Mrs Wendy Kinson, “The Old Laundry”, Maer
Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF
T: 01782 680 613 E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk

Councillor Josie Parker
M: 07813 719162
E: josie.parker@hotmail.com

Accepting Parcel Deliveries
The proprietors of Station Stores & Post Office
Mandeep & Tars offer a parcel drop service
‘If you have a house identified by only a name you can pop
into Station Stores & Post Office. We have a map that we
can put your house name onto. We can then show the map
to delivery drivers who often come into the shop for directions when they can’t find a property. Alternatively, for
parcels if you know you won’t be in for delivery, you can get
them sent directly to the Post Office and we can keep them
until you are ready to collect.’ T: 01782 680907

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC

