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                                           WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 2
nd

 September 2015 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman), Cllrs Corbett, Alcock, Evans, Davies, Oppenheimer and 

Peddie. Borough Cllr Northcott and County Cllr Loades. 

Also present were Mr Gavin Donlon and Mr Richard Buxton who presented an 

update on ‘Colourville’ the Festival to be held on the Mainwaring Estate in 2016. 

They were prepared to include Parish Council representation at all their planning 

meetings and address an Information Meeting for Whitmore residents, if the Parish 

Council decided to organize such a meeting,  when more details were known.  

147/9/15. To receive and approve apologies for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Pedley 

148/9/15. To receive Declarations of Interest 

None declared 

149/9/15. To hold the informal local forum 

No parishioners present. 

150/9/15. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on August 5
th

 2015 

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

151/9/15. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

136/8/15. The Dog Warden was making regular visits to Whitmore and had visited 

the parishioner whose dog appeared to be persistently fouling the Recreation 

Ground  . 

137/8/15. In response to a question, the Planning Dept at Newcastle Borough had 

apologized for not informing the  School about PA15/00541OUT.  

152/9/15. To receive the Chairman’s report 

There had been some  problems with the delivery of the latest Newsletter and there 

would be a need to review the delivery system before the next Newsletter was 

distributed in the autumn. 

Locality Action Partnership – Minutes for the forthcoming meeting had been sent to 

all Councillors.  

Parish Council Forum, held on 17.8.15. Issues covered : 

- the continued need for Newcastle Borough Council to cut costs would 

probably mean details of Planning Applications received would no longer be 

sent as paper copies and communications would not be routinely 

acknowledged. 

- The new system for recycling would be introduced in July 2016 and Trevor 

Nicoll, the Head of Recycling Services, would welcome invitations to address 

Parish Councils about the changes. 

- A Senior Planning Officer who would deal solely with enforcement issues was 

being recruited. 

Following the withdrawal of funding from the County Council, the Sunday Service 

of the X64 bus service through the Parish would cease on Sunday September 6
th

.     

Clerk’s Reports 

153/9/15. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 
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It was agreed to donate £60 to the Friends of Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent 

Archive Service to sponsor the tithe map for Whitmore 

As requested, two more ‘Dog owners – clean it up’ signs purchased (details below)  

 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                                                £                           VAT              total 

   350     NULBC                                                174                           34.80            208.80 

            (weed killing of paved areas) 

   351     Grant Thornton                                  200                           40                  240 

            (in respect of Annual return) 

   352     Quick Cleaning Co                                                                                       20 

            (cleaning of bus shelters) 

   253     Plan It signs                                         32.50                          6.50               39.00 

            (2 ‘Dog owners – clean it up’ signs) 

   254     Barry Adams                                                                                               685.04 

   255     Barry Adams                                                                                               112 

            (extra work as directed) 

   256     W Kinson                                                                                                      350 

   257     Friends of Staffordshire and  

              Stoke-on-Trent Archive Service                                                                   60 

             (sponsorship of Whitmore Tithe Map) 

   258     Staffs Playing Fields Association                                                                  15 

             (subscription) 

Receipts 

No receipts this month 

Other financial business 

Audit 

Notice of conclusion of Audit received from Grant Thornton. Copies displayed on 

Notice boards 

Pensions 

Further information needed before a decision could be made. 

154/9/15. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

Correspondence had been received from Keele Parish Council asking whether 

Whitmore would consider gating the lane from Lymes Rd up to Keele, because of 

the problem with fly-tipping. More information needed and this matter to be 

referred to County Cllr Loades for comment. 

Licensing Act 2003, Revised Statement of Licensing Policy – questionnaire to be 

completed by 25.9.15. 

Whitmore’s allocation for Community Chest 2015/16 still totaled £800. It was 

understood that the Scouts might need equipment and they should be encouraged to 

apply. 

A date for an Information Day had provisionally been arranged for 12
th

 March 

2016. 

155/9/15. Town and Countryside Planning 

Note: all Planning Applications which involve a property within our parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 
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to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be exptended if circumstances dictate. 

PA15/00376FUL Plot, Eastwood Rise             permitted 11.8.15 

PA15/00222FUL  High Trees, Parkwood Drive  permitted 11.8.15 

PA15/00707FUL  Tresco, Acton    Whitmore PC fully supports this, 18.8.15 

PA15/00672FUL  Chapel Cottages, Baldwins Gate   strong objection 25.8.15 

PA15/00319FUL  1-2 Moss Cottages, Baldwins Gate  permitted 20.8.15 

PA1500559FUL   Westbridge, Manor Rd             permitted 27.8.15. 

Group Reports 

156/9/15.  Parish Appearance 

A detailed report had been circulated from the Chairman of Parish Appearance. 

Letters would be needed to two local residents to ask them to cut back hedges/trees 

so that the Neighbourhood Highways Team could undertake agreed work, when the 

Team visited Whitmore Parish from 23
rd

 September. 

157/9/15. Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The Chairman of the Steering Group had circulated a report. The process was now 

awaiting formal approval from the Cabinet Meeting of Newcastle Borough Council, 

to be held on 16
th

 September.  

158/9/15. Any other Planning matters 

County Cllr Loades would be prepared to discuss Section 106 Agreements with the 

Parish Council, should this be desired.  

159/9/15. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None received 

160/9/15. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate 

none received. 

161/9/15. To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors and officials 

Both Borough and County Councillors reminded the Council that there needed to 

be robust reasons justifiable by  planning policy before they were prepared to call in 

Planning Applications. 

The County Council were actively supporting the funding of youth projects in this 

area and funding was available through Sport for England. 

County Cllr Loades was calling for all pathways on all major ‘A’ roads in the area 

to be cut back so that they were a minimum of 1.25 metres wide. In response to a 

request, he would look at funding for a project to create a bedded area at the 

Butterton ‘triangle’. He would also be ‘calling in’ plans for ‘Colourville’ to ensure 

that everything was in place.  

All residents of Fair Green Rd had now been notified that there was no 

contamination recorded in their area.   

162/9/15. Any other business 

Newsletter – articles from Borough Cllr Northcott and County Cllr Loades to be 

received by the end of October. 

163/9/15.  The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 7
th

 October 

2015 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 

 


