
Site visit to Whitmore by HS2, 10
th

 March 2016 

 

 

Present were parishioners, representatives from the HS2 Action Group, Parish 

Councillors, the Parish Clerk plus officials from HS2.including Terry Stafford, 

(Stakeholder Engagement) and Richard Johnston (Area Manager). It should be noted that 

Mr Johnston had made a preliminary visit on March 3
rd

. 

 

Specific problems which were examined in details were: 

 The crossing point at the A53 with the request made by residents for an 

additional ‘Cut and Cover’ for about 200 metres south of the A53. It was noted 

how fast, frequent and dangerous traffic on the A53 is at this point. 

 The physical nature of Whitmore Heath. It has previously been stated by HS2 

that Whitmore Heath is hard conglomerated rock , uniform and fairly level: HS2 

technical staff were able to observe that Whitmore Heath is none of these, but the 

remains of a well-worked sand quarry. 

 Widespread evidence of wildlife, particularly deer and particularly the rare white 

deer, which it is understood Mr Johnston witnessed on his preliminary visit. 

 Wide ranging concerns about the HS2 proposals for Whitmore Wood. It was 

agreed that the proposals from locals for a ‘Cut and Cover’ through Whitmore 

Wood had much to commend them and should be explored in detail. Such 

proposals, if implemented would allow  the ancient and historic Snape Hall Farm 

to at least continue to exist as a viable entity. 

 Various problems that residents have encountered with compensation 

arrangements. 

 Concerns about the impact on Whitmore and the wider community of the 

disruption and upheaval that the construction of HS2 would bring for a 

considerable length of time.  

 

 

As one result of the visit, it is understood that boreholes will now be drilled on 

Whitmore Heath and in Whitmore Wood to confirm the geology of both. 

 

Following a visit walking around much of the proposed site, which lasted about two 

hours, Mr Johnston gave an overview of the next stages of the process: 

- the next stage of design was hoped to be ready for April, this to include proposals 

for roads, construction sites, balancing ponds. 

-   The consultation draft Environmental Impact Assessment had been launched 

and would last until 13
th

 May 2015. 

- Following the above, documents would need drafting to get ready to be presented 

to Parliament in Spring 2017. 

 

It was agreed that there was a need to continue visits to the area and it was also 

agreed that all liaison would be between HS2 and the Parish Clerk who would then 

disseminate all information to others in the Parish.    


