
HS2 Phase Two: Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Scope and Methodology 

Report – a response to the consultation from Whitmore Parish Council 

 

 

This is the response from Whitmore Parish Council; residents and the HS2 Action group 

have already written to HS2 regarding environmental issues and Whitmore Parish 

Council hopes and trusts that these views will already be forming part of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment of the coming of HS2 upon Whitmore Parish and its 

residents. 

 

A recent site visit on 10th March involving residents, Parish Councillors and HS2 officials 

witnessed the following, all of which will have massive environmental impact: 

1. The A53. The proposed route involves HS2 crossing the A53, the major arterial route 

from North Staffordshire to Shropshire and Cheshire. This road is fast and dangerous and 

busy, It is used by many Whitmore residents on a daily basis and it is also used by the 

wider community. The construction process will without a doubt cause massive 

disruption  - calculations have already been made concerning the level of construction 

traffic – for a number of years. Local businesses – eg the Mainwaring Arms and local 

organizations – eg Whitmore Cricket Club will also be subject to a huge level of 

disruption. 

2. The physical nature of Whitmore Heath. HS2 has previously stated that Whitmore 

Heath is hard conglomerate rock, uniform and fairly level. It is in fact (as HS2 officials 

witnessed on 10th March) the remains of a well-worked sand quarry and very little of it is 

level. This physical nature of the environment means that the construction process is 

bound to cause problems as yet unforeseen. 

3. Whitmore Wood and Snape Hall Farm. Whitmore Wood is an ancient and historic 

landscape and we know from early maps that Snape Hall Farm has existed in its present 

position for over 400 years. Both will be decimated by the HS2 proposals. The only slight 

hope for both would be if, as Whitmore Parish Council has requested, a ‘cut and cover’ is 

considered at this point. This would at least ensure that Snape Hall Farm could eventually 

continue as a viable business. 

4. Whitmore Church and Whitmore Hall. Both of these listed buildings have been in their 

present position for over a thousand years and it is not possible to quantify the effect of 

the HS2 proposals on these two ancient and historic buildings in Whitmore. Whitmore 

Parish Council can only flag up the fact that both are bound to be affected adversely  by 

the construction process which will be happening a matter of metres from both and then 

the constant impact of frequent trains once the construction process ends. 

5. Manor Rd/Madeley Park Wood. Although this area, particularly Madeley Park Wood 

is not directly affected in the way that Whitmore Heath will be, nevertheless there will be 

significant disruption to the environment in this part of Whitmore Parish, particularly if 

the old Market Drayton railway is put to use as a contractors’ line during construction. It 

seems likely that Manor Rd will be closed as a through route during construction, with 

inevitable problems for the residents. Once the construction period is complete, there will 

be noise from HS2 as it crosses the Market Drayton railway and the West Coast main 

line. 



6. Wildlife. As well as being home to the usual range of wildlife that would be expected 

in this rural area, Whitmore Heath is also visited frequently by numerous deer, in 

particular a rare and unusual herd of white deer. The impact on all wildlife, but notably 

the deer is bound to be enormous. 

 

In conclusion, because of the HS2 proposals, the parish of Whitmore is facing its biggest 

upheaval since the railways first came to Whitmore in the 1830s. The impact on 

residents, the wider community and on existing wildlife will be enormous and the 

environment will never be the same. Whitmore Parish Council requests that the Secretary 

of State for Transport considers this massive environmental impact that will fall upon our 

Parish and does all that is possible to mitigate the situation.  


