
Update on the Chapel & Hill Chorl-
ton, Maer & Aston and Whitmore 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 

 The Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Group has been holding a series of Road-
shows in November and December, at the 
Madonna Club, Aston Village Hall, Maer 
Village Hall, BuƩerton Church and Whitmore 
Village Hall, to bring informaƟon about the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) to 
the community. By the Ɵme you read this, 
you may have already parƟcipated in a 
Roadshow. 

Early in 2016, we will be inviƟng the enƟre 
community to parƟcipate in a survey. The 
NDP is a rare opportunity for all of us to 
contribute to shaping the development of 
our neighbourhood. The more we all parƟci-
pate and contribute, the surer we can be of 
creaƟng a Plan that will take us along the 
right path. 

Although idenƟfying and planning for our 
community’s future housing needs will be 
part of the Plan, it is about a great deal more 
than that. It is also about how land is to be 
used in our Neighbourhood Area for ser-
vices, employment and jobs, transport and 
communicaƟons, leisure and recreaƟon, and 
it is about how to create a sustainable com-
munity, economy and environment. 

What is a sustainable community? How 
well and for how long could our community 
survive (that is, sustain itself) if it were cut 
off from the surrounding area? Your answer 
to that quesƟon is the measure of our com-
munity’s sustainability today. We need to 
plan for a community that is less dependent 
on the outside and more self-sustaining. 

Do we have enough of the right kinds of 
local services and businesses? Should we try 
to create more jobs locally? What will com-
muƟng look like in the future, and will our 
community be less commuter based? What 
developments are needed in our telecom-
municaƟons network to enable local ser-
vices, businesses and home workers to func-
Ɵon successfully? 

What kind of a transport system do we 
need and to what places should it take us? If 
Whitmore StaƟon were reopened and the 

North Staffordshire Railway line were re-
stored how would we use them and what 
opportuniƟes would they open up? 

In an increasingly hi-tech world, what will 
future paƩerns of work and leisure be and 
how will we spend our leisure Ɵme? What 
sport and recreaƟon faciliƟes will we need, 
and what leisure and recreaƟon faciliƟes can 
our area offer to the urban populaƟon on 
our doorstep? 

Important parts of our area’s historical 
heritage are hidden and inaccessible. 
How can we protect both these and our 
green environment and local habitats, 
and at the same Ɵme make them acces-
sible and incorporate them into the 
local economy? How can we assure that 
new generaƟons of trees will be planted 
to take the place of exisƟng trees and 
woodlands as they age and decay? 

These are just a few of the great many 
quesƟons that our community faces today. 
The Neighbourhood Plan Group hopes that 
through the widest possible parƟcipaƟon by 
the local community in voicing their wants 
and needs, views and opinions, hopes and 
plans, it will be possible to idenƟfy answers 
that will be right for our Neighbourhood 
Area and our community. 

Change is coming, because change is a 
constant and conƟnual reality in the world. 
How much in our Neighbourhood Area to-
day would be recognisable to the communi-
ty that lived here 200 or 100 years ago? Our 
Neighbourhood Area is set to change just as 
much in the next 100 and 200 years, but we 
can all contribute to starƟng that change 
and making it one that we believe will be 
right for the locality and for future genera-
Ɵons that will live and work here. 

The Neighbourhood  
Development Plan Group 

Keep up to Date 
Whitmore Parish Council Web Site 
www.whitmoreparishcouncil .co.uk 

Whitmore Parish Council 
Community Interest Matters  
NULBC Greenspace Strategy Review 
Gateway Housing Development 
Colourville - The Proposed Whitmore 
Estate Festival July 2016 
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 

Neighbourhood Plan 
www.cmaw-neighbourhoodplan.org.uk  
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A Neighbourhood Plan Road Show Near You 

Christmas Lights Switch On 
Sunday 6th December 6.00pm 
Sheet Anchor Christmas Tree 

Celebrate inside the  
Sheet Anchor 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Presentations 
Aston Village Hall 
7.30pm Thursday 26th November 

Maer Village Hall 
7.30pm Wednesday 2nd December 

Madonna Club 
7.30pm Tuesday 8th December 

Butterton Church 
7.30pm Wednesday 9th December 

Whitmore Village Hall 
8.00pm Monday 14th December 

Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group Members 

Chapel & Hill Chorlton Parish 
Eric Chadwick, Glenys Chadwick,  
Val Follwell, Jill Hunt, Richard  
Oppenheimer 
Maer & Aston Parish 
Tony Bardell (PC), David Lovatt (PC) 
Andy Mainwaring, Vera Pellington 
Whitmore Parish 
Derek Davies (PC), Sue Keller, Keith 
Lawton Judith Oppenheimer 

(PC) Parish Councillor 

ArƟcles for publicaƟon to Clerk to the Parish Council 
Mrs Wendy Kinson, “The Old Laundry”, Maer 

Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF  
T: 01782 680 613 E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk 



A new approach to supporƟng 
vicƟms, introduced by Stafford-
shire’s Police & Crime Commis-
sioner, will put the needs of vic-
Ɵms at the heart of the criminal 
jusƟce system across Stafford-
shire and Stoke-on-Trent. 
SupporƟng vicƟms and witnesses is one of 
four key prioriƟes in MaƩhew Ellis’s Safer, 
Fairer United CommuniƟes strategy for 
more local and effecƟve policing in the coun-
ty. 

A CiƟzens Advice Bureau consorƟum led by 
Staffordshire North and Stoke-on-Trent CAB 
won a three-and-half-year contract to devel-
op the Staffordshire VicƟm Gateway which 
will offer free advice and support to vicƟms, 
witnesses and their families.   

From today (1 September) this will replace 
the current regional general support service 
delivered from Birmingham by VicƟm Sup-
port. 

Staffordshire is the first area across the 
country to pioneer the new CAB-led ap-
proach which is unique because it is based 
locally, offering a tailored service for vicƟms.  

For the first Ɵme support will be offered to 
ALL vicƟms – not just those who report 
crime to police – which means the Gateway 
will double the number of people offered 
help from 23,000 to approximately 50,000 a 
year. 

VicƟms will get Ɵmely advice and emoƟonal 
and pracƟcal support in the way that suits 
them best, whether over the ’phone or face 
to face. 

Deputy PCC Sue Arnold, who is overseeing 
the service on behalf of the PCC, said: 
“Currently, the very services that are there 
to support vicƟms and witnesses can be 
anything but user friendly, meaning the 
experience people have of the courts and 
criminal jusƟce system can be as taxing and 
traumaƟc as the original incident. 

“The Staffordshire VicƟm Gateway is a sig-
nificant change that will fully focus aƩenƟon 
on vicƟms. It will make sure the system fits 
the vicƟm rather than the vicƟm having to fit 
around the system. 

“The Gateway will put vicƟms at the heart of 
decision making, meaning that they are 
treated as individuals, and will avoid duplica-
Ɵon by joining 
up mulƟple ser-
vices regarding 
vicƟms “This is 
about a whole-
system approach 
across services 
to offer general 
and specific 
support to vic-
Ɵms and wit-
nesses. CAB is a 
well-respected 
organisaƟon 
with considerable experƟse in this area aŌer 
winning the naƟonal contract for court-
based witness services.  

“The Gateway will also offer tremendous 
value for money because of the addiƟonal 
benefits vicƟms will experience, such as 
beƩer accessibility and local knowledge.”  

A network of vicƟms’ specialists was 
launched last year to offer support to vicƟms 
who are vulnerable, due to issues such as 
mental illness, domesƟc violence or hearing 
impairment. They will help manage a seam-

less transiƟon between the Staffordshire 
VicƟms Gateway and specialist vicƟm ser-
vices. 

CAB has centres covering all parts of 
Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent which will 
provide support to vicƟms as part of the 
contract. 

Simon Harris, Staffordshire North and Stoke-
on-Trent CAB’s Chief ExecuƟve, said: “CAB is 
delighted to have been awarded this con-
tract to deliver such an important service. 

“TradiƟonally, a lot of people visiƟng CAB 
have experienced crime. From August, they 
will be able to come to us for support in that 
area as well as the other issues that they’re 
used to talking to us about. 

“It’s an exciƟng development that allows us 
to build on the work which we have done for 
many years with vicƟms of hate crime in 

Staffordshire 
and more re-
cently working 
with the PCC’s 
office in 
hosƟng vicƟms’ 
specialists to 
support vulner-
able people. 

“The new 
Gateway is a 
really good 
opportunity to 
extend the 

range of support that vicƟms receive by 
giving them access to a broader range of 
advice and support delivered through CAB in 
partnership with experts from other organi-
saƟons.”

InformaƟon about the Staffordshire VicƟm 
Gateway is available at 

www.staffsvicƟmsgateway.org.uk  
or by ringing  0330 0881 339. 

Photograph: Police and Crime Commissioner 
MaƩhew Ellis (right) with Chief ExecuƟve of 

Staffordshire North and Stoke-on-Trent CiƟzen’s 
Advice Bureau  

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC 

NEW GATEWAY WILL PUT VICTIMS FIRST IN STAFFORDSHIRE 

Are you wondering how you are going to get 
to and from your medical appointments? 
Help is just a phone call away! 

We have a band of dedicated volunteers who are able to offer liŌs to people who are unable to get to 
their Medical related [hospital, doctor’s opƟcian’s etc.] appointments. 

The scheme is open to everyone. 
If you require help with transport please feel free to contact us. 
If you would like more informaƟon about using our services or 
about how you can volunteer as a driver for us please contact 

Debbie Burns, Project Coordinator, on 01782 751164 or email mdcahub@gmail.com 
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Superfast Stafford-
shire Broadband  
Project Progresses 
Superfast broadband will 
increasingly shape the deliv-
ery of public services in 
Staffordshire, according to 

Cabinet Member for Economy, Environment 
and Transport Mark Winnington. He says: “It 
will underpin the development and delivery 
of e-Health and telemedicine services. It is 
already playing a part in the roll out of 
Staffordshire Cares, Staffordshire Market-
place and the My Staffs app. This will serve 
to ensure that residents benefit from health-
ier, more independent lives, reducing the 
effects of rural isolaƟon and providing beƩer 
access to services. CiƟzens will also benefit 
from an improvement in services and access 
to remote working, payments on-line, inter-
net banking, shopping, e-government, e-
learning, video calling, digital medical care, 

on-demand TV and much more.” 

By the end of the project around 95,000 
premises will have been given access to the 
fibre network. When combined with the 
acƟvity delivered by the commercial opera-
tors, this will equate to 95 per cent of the 
premises in Staffordshire which will have 
access to the superfast broadband network. 

Provisional GCSE Results Reflect 
Focus on Improvement   
A strong focus on improvement and ensur-
ing students have a range of opportuniƟes 
and opƟons have all contributed to im-
proved GCSE results in Staffordshire. Provi-
sional figures released from last summer’s 
exams show Staffordshire pupils are achiev-
ing above the naƟonal average in their 
GCSEs. AŌer steady progress over the past 
few years, Staffordshire pupils are now 2.5 
percentage points above the naƟonal aver-
age. Over 55 per cent of pupils in the county 

achieved 5+ A*–C GCSEs including English 
and Maths, compared to nearly 53 per cent 
naƟonally. This represents nearly 0.5 of a 
percentage point increase on 2014, where 
naƟonally, results have declined by over 0.5 
of a percentage point. 

“The challenge now is to build on these re-
sults and ensure every pupil can reach their 
full potenƟal and have the best possible 
chance of succeeding. Along with our school 
improvement partner Entrust, we will con-
Ɵnue supporƟng schools to improve their 
results, and ensure pupils of all abiliƟes 
achieve their potenƟal and have access to 
the right advice and guidance.”   “I want to 
congratulate all the pupils who took GCSEs 
last summer in the Newcastle Rural Schools 
on their success, and wish them every suc-
cess in the future whatever path they take.” 
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Borough and County Councillor David Loades 

Borough Councillor Paul Northcott 
I have enjoyed meeƟng 
and talking with you, living 
in Baldwins Gate, Whit-
more and surrounding 
areas, helping to represent 
your views and concerns 
on a variety of topics and 
issues both at Borough and 

some County forums. 

ConƟnuing to challenge, and to advocate for 
more consideraƟon toward our rural area, 
remains a priority, as the present Labour 
controlled administraƟon has not prioriƟsed 

some services and in this present climate of 
austerity we need to make sure that any 
cost savings proposed and implemented by 
the Borough are not just at the expense of 
our Ward and that the impacts on residents 
are minimised as much as possible.  

Changes to the delivery of Health Services 
conƟnue to be rolled out across the Borough 
which could affect waiƟng Ɵmes, access to 
services and treatment etc. The need to 
monitor and scruƟnise decisions and acƟons 
has never been so important. 

There are busy Ɵmes ahead in this Parish on 
HS2, Kier’s Gateway Avenue development 
and the Whitmore Estate’s Colourville Music 
FesƟval planned for July 2016 as an annual 
event. How will these affect you? 

Your views are important. If you wish to 
discuss these or other maƩers please feel 
free get in touch. Open Surgeries are held 
every 3rd Monday of the month, from 10am 
to 1pm, @ Loggerheads Library, also by prior 
arrangement before Parish Council 
meeƟngs, or home visits. M: 07900 600007  
E: paul.northcoƩ@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council is 
reviewing its Green Space Strategy. As part 
of this process a consultaƟon is taking place 
to gather residents’ views and understand 
their prioriƟes. Separate quesƟonnaires 
designed for adults and young people are 
available from the Council’s website at: 
hƩp://goo.gl/FQdSrg. 

Hard copies of both quesƟonnaires are avail-
able at the Guildhall, Newcastle, and at 
Kidsgrove Town Hall. 

The consultaƟon runs unƟl 27 November 
2015. 

The Parish Council wishes to form a team of 
volunteers to help with  distribuƟon of the 
NewsleƩer, which is published four Ɵmes a 
year. If you would like to become a volun-
teer to deliver to one of the following areas 
please contact the Parish Clerk to register 
your interest. 
 
Acton, Appleton Drive and Coneygreave 
Lane, BuƩerton, Lymes Road and Shutlane 
Common Lane, Snape Hall Close, Snape Hall 
Road and Birch Tree Lane, Fair-Green Road, 
Gateway Avenue and Hillview Crescent, 
Heath Road and Heath Rise, Lakeside Estate, 
Baldwins Gate, Madeley Road, Manor Road 
and Park Wood Drive, Eastwood Rise, Main 
Road and StaƟon CoƩages, Baldwins, Gate, 
Meadowfields Estate (inc. Tollgate Avenue)
and Moss Lane, Baldwins Gate, Sandyfields 
Estate, Baldwins Gate, Whitmore Village and 
Three Mile Lane 

The proprietors of StaƟon Stores & Post 
Office, Mandeep & Tars would like to help 
make life easier for you.  

‘If you have a house idenƟfied by only a 
name you can pop into StaƟon Stores & Post 
Office. We have a map that we can put your 
house name onto. We can then show the 
map to delivery drivers who oŌen come into 
the shop for direcƟons when they can’t find 
a property.  

AlternaƟvely, for parcels if you know you 
won’t be in for delivery, you can get them 
sent directly to the Post Office and we can 
keep them unƟl you are ready to collect.’ 

If this is of interest T: 01782 680907 

Keep up to date by visiƟng the 
Whitmore Parish Council Website 

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 

Newcastle-under-Lyme 
Borough Council’s Green 
Space Strategy Review 

Help Wanted with Parish  
Council Newsletter Distribution 

Accepting Parcel Deliveries  

T: 01630 M: 07960 131408  
E: david.loades@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

Christmas Lights Switch On 
Sunday 6th December 6.00pm 
Sheet Anchor Christmas Tree 



With the government planning up to 
one million homes in the next five years 
and the current presumpƟon in favour 
of sustainable development when a 
local authority cannot demonstrate a 
five year land supply, there is a real dan-
ger of planning consents being granted 
improperly.  

The guidelines on what consƟtutes a sus-
tainable development are so vague that they 
can be interpreted according to the subjec-
Ɵve views of each individual planning 
officer.  In the recent case of an applicaƟon 
in respect of a development that bordered 
two local authoriƟes, one authority found 
that the development was not sustainable 
while the other found that it was. The two 
authoriƟes took completely opposing views 
on the sustainability of a single site. 

Planning decisions impact communiƟes, 
landscapes and the environment for genera-
Ɵons. Given the amount of discreƟon that 
the sustainable criteria confers, these are 
decisions that should be subject to proper 
scruƟny. At the moment, third parƟes have 
no right of appeal if a planning consent is 
granted and it seems contrary to the princi-
ples of natural jusƟce that there is no mech-
anism to review the propriety of local au-
thority consents. 

A general right to appeal might lead to the 

Planning Inspectorate being bogged down 
with frivolous appeals from neighbours and 
NIMBYs and has previously led to the idea of 
third party appeals being dismissed out of 
hand. 

I’ve started a peƟƟon to ask the government 
to give parish councils the right to appeal 
planning decisions. Parish Councils will usu-
ally have a detailed understanding of an 
area and local needs. Most parish councils 
can be trusted to act in the best interests of 
their consƟtuents and are usually run by 
responsible individuals who would be loath 
to bring frivolous appeals. However, in an 
era where more and more development is 
planned, a limited right of third party appeal 
would ensure that parƟcularly contenƟous 
decisions can be reviewed by the Planning 
Inspectorate, and using the exisƟng parish 
council infrastructure minimises legislaƟve 
and operaƟonal cost and impact. 

If you agree, please sign the peƟƟon at this 
link:  
hƩps://peƟƟon.parliament.uk/
peƟƟons/110489 

If we get 10,000 signatures, the government 
must publish an official response to the pro-
posal. At 100,000 signatures, the proposal 
will get debated in Parliament.  

The creator of the peƟƟon is Mr Adam 
Hamdy of Loggerheads. This is along stand-
ing policy of the NaƟonal AssociaƟon of 
Local Councils and is fully endorsed by that 
NaƟonal AssociaƟon.   

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC 

PETITION – Give Parish Councils the 
Right to Appeal Planning Decisions 
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Casserole Club 

How Well Do You Know 
Your Parish? 
1. How many seƩlements make up the 

Whitmore Parish? 

2. What is the Ɵme of the last weekday 
postal collecƟon at Baldwins Gate Post 
Office? 

3. Where can you find the man with two 
right hands? 

4. The son of which famous poƩer once 
owned Maer Hall? 

5. To which saint is the church at BuƩerton 
dedicated? 

6. What is the closest juncƟon on the M6 
to Whitmore Parish? 

7. What is the name of the MP who repre-
sents the Parish? 

8. In which century did people first seƩle 
in Acton? 

9. In what year did the railway staƟon 
open in Baldwins Gate? 

10. Where is the defibrillator located? 

One of our main prioriƟes in 
Staffordshire is to help people lead 
happier, healthier and more inde-
pendent lives. 

Casserole Club is one scheme that supports 
just that, by helping volunteers to share 
extra porƟons of their home-cooked food 
with older neighbours who would appreci-
ate a meal delivered every now and then. 

Casserole Club aims to: Tackle social isola-
Ɵon and help older people who no longer 
find it easy to cook, to enjoy a freshly pre-
pared home-cooked meal; strengthen con-
necƟons between the generaƟons within 
communiƟes; and provide a flexible way for 
people to volunteer their Ɵme and skills 
locally. 

Volunteer ‘Cooks’ with lots or liƩle experi-
ence are encouraged to sign up to share an 
extra porƟon of their food with an older 
neighbour. Anyone wishing to join the Cas-
serole Club and volunteer as a Casserole 
Cook can visit www.casseroleclub.com to 
create a profile. 

Each Cook is asked to complete a food hy-
giene quiz and Disclosure and Barring Ser-
vice applicaƟon online, and is invited to send 
an introductory message to a local Diner of 
their choice. The message is approved by 
the Diner and their telephone number is 
exchanged for the Cook to arrange the date, 
Ɵme and type of meal to be shared. 

Casserole Club Diners can sign up to the 
project by contacƟng one of our Matchmak-
ing Team within Staffordshire County Coun-
cil’s Contact Centre. Referrals can be made 
by friends, family or a trusted organisaƟon in 
the voluntary and community sector via: 

Email: staffordshire@casseroleclub.com 
Telephone: 0300 111 8006 
Visit: www.casseroleclub.com  

The Matchmaking Team will remain involved 
at every stage of the process to make shar-
ing food as easy as possible. If you would 
like to get involved, request further infor-
maƟon or help someone to register as a 
Diner of the scheme please contact us be-
tween the hours of: 

Monday to Thursday: 8am to 8pm 
Friday: 8am to 5pm 
Saturday: 9am to 5pm 

Staffordshire Police and Crime Commission-
er, MaƩhew Ellis, is urging local businesses 
to aƩend an event on 10th December 2015, 
when the issues of people trafficking and 
forced labour will be highlighted at a Confer-
ence at the County Showground. Find out 
more at www.modernslavery.co.uk. To 
aƩend the Conference contact Staffs PCC on 
01785 232498. 

News for all local businesses. This scheme 
provides grants of up to £3000 to businesses 
(including home-based businesses) to im-
prove their Broadband speeds and connec-
Ɵvity. Businesses can apply individually or as 
a group. 

‘Modern Slavery’ 

Broadband Connection 
Voucher Scheme  

More details at 
www.connecƟonvoucher.co.uk 
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Visit the Whitmore Parish Council website 
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 

Whitmore Parish Council 

Information Day 

  
Find out about Local Groups, Clubs, Volunteering, Charities, Parish, 

Borough or County Council and much more 

Visit our information day 
Saturday 12th March 2016, 11am to 3pm 

Whitmore Village Hall, Whitmore 

Information stands and charity fund-raising stands 

Refreshments will be served 

For more information or to book a stall/stand contact 

Debbie Burns on 07977561989 or 
email debbieburns123@hotmail.co.uk  

The Parish Council is concerned about the 
state of the roads and Ɵdiness of the Parish. 
The Council wants to encourage everyone to 
report problems directly to Staffordshire 
County Council.  

ReporƟng issues directly speeds up the re-
pair process and allows you to keep in touch 
with how the repair is progressing. 

Staffordshire County Council Highways is 
responsible for the maintenance of High-
ways, Roads and Pavements. The County 
Council is also responsible for the provision, 
maintenance and cleaning of road signs. 

Whitmore Parish Council also maintains 
some highway and road grass verges in cer-
tain areas of the Parish of Whitmore. 
You can report a road or pavement prob-
lem yourself to Staffordshire County Coun-
cil 

T: 0300 111 8000 www.staffordshire.gov.uk 
Staffordshire County Council Highways De-
partment, Wedgwood Buildings, Stafford 
ST16 2DH 

Roads, Pavements 
& Road Traffic Signs 

Following the recent consultaƟon about the 
Mobile Library service, thankfully the Mobile 
Library serving Whitmore Parish will conƟn-
ue, although there will now not be so many 
stops. However, the stop in Baldwins Gate 
will be for a longer period. 

Don’t forget, the Parish Council sƟll has its 
Community Chest allocaƟon (£800) to dis-
tribute to local groups and organisaƟons and 
applicaƟons have to be received before the 
end of February 2016. 

Cllr Derek Davies has been arranging with 
Barclays Bank for some IT sessions to be 
held at Whitmore Village Hall. It is hoped to 
announce dates for these in the New Year. 

Cameo Coffee Morning 
Second Wednesday of the month 

10am to 12 noon 
An informal, friendly coffee morning held at the Village Hall. 
Nobody is selling anything, just a chance to have a cuppa, 

see neighbours and chat. 
 

Lifts can be arranged for anyone housebound. Ring Wendy (680613) 
to find out more or arrange a lift.  

Dates through the Autumn/Winter will be: 

Wednesday 11th November 

Wednesday 9th December 
(Christmas meeting! Come for sherry and mince pies and 

some Christmas carols) 

Wednesday 13th January 2016 

Wednesday 10th February 2016 

Christmas Events During December 
Wednesday 9th, 10.00am Christmas CAMEO 

Friday11th, 7.30pm Carols at the Madonna Club, Stableford 

Wednesday 16th, 10.00am Baldwins Gate School at Whitmore Church 

Thursday 17th, 6.00pm Carol Service, Baldwins Gate Methodist Church 

Sunday 20th, 6.30pm Joint Carol Service, Maer Church 

Thursday 24th, Christmas Eve Services at Chorlton Church 9.00pm 

and Whitmore Church11.15pm 

Christmas Day, Services at Maer Church 9.00am and Whitmore Church 10.30am 

 Further details please contact 01782 680 613 E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk 

Mobile Libraries 

Community Chest 

IT Sessions 



PARISH APPEARANCE 
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Community Highways Team Make an Impact 

Staffordshire County Council’s Community 
Highways Team has been working in the 
Parish for nine days during September. The 
Team was managed by Mr Rob Steele and 
the two man Team comprised Mr Barry 
Amos & Mr Kevin Moreton. 

Works were carried in in Jubilee Gardens to 
clear undergrowth beneath trees and for the 
fist Ɵme in may years we can see and access 
the woodland area. 

The team spent Ɵme in Whitmore and clean-
ing road traffic signs along the A53. As a 
result the A53 through Whitmore looks 
cared for.  

The team also painted the railings outside 
the Mainwaring Arms.  

Butterton Grass Triangle 

Recently Mr Colin Perry, Chairman of the  
‘Friends of BuƩerton’ wrote to the Parish 
Council with a request to improve the ap-
pearance of the BuƩerton grass triangle. 

As a result Cllr David Alcock and Cllr Carl 
Evans met with officers from the County 
Council, Borough Council and the Parish 
Council grounds maintenance contractor to 
seek advice. 

At present the County Council cut the grass 
twice annually. To get a beƩer understand-
ing of the condiƟon of the ground the Parish 
Council commissioned a grass cut and 
cleared a circle of ground around the central 
oak tree.  

The grass cut revealed that the area is in a 
poor condiƟon with significant ruts and pot 
holes. 

As a first step to improving appearance,  
during 2016 the grass will be cut every four 
weeks from 1st March to 31st October. If 
necessary work will be carried out to re-
move the deep pot holes and ruts. The space 
around the central tree will be kept clear of 
grass and weeds. 

The Parish Council will also request that the 
County Council give consideraƟon to provid-
ing a curbed edge to the area. Mr Colin Per-
ry has reported the subsidence at one cor-
ner of the triangle to Staffordshire County 
Council Highways. 

VegetaƟon was cleared on both sides of the 
A53 at the M6 Motorway bridge approach-
ing Whitmore from Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Loose stones were also cleared around all of 
the central reservaƟon keep leŌ bollard 
islands along the A53. 

Along the A53 vegetaƟon was cleared 
around the black & white marker posts and 
they were cleaned.  

The Parish Council has a goal to ensure that 
the pavement along the A53 is kept wide 
enough so that people can walk its full 
length within the Parish of Whitmore. This 
extends from Madeley Road to the M6 mo-
torway bridge.  

Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council 
were commissioned to weed kill and me-
chanically sweep the pavement along the 
A53 twice during 2015. The full width of the 
pavement is gradually being reclaimed and 
this work will conƟnue during 2016. 

Reclaiming A53  
Pavements 

Community Involvement 
The Parish Council would like to encourage 
people to get involved in Parish Appearance 
iniƟaƟves. If you have an idea or  a local 
business and would like to help make things 
beƩer in Whitmore then please get in touch. 

Also if you would like to form a group to 
help make Whitmore more aƩracƟve please 
get in touch with Cllr Audrey Pedley. 
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Madeley PracƟce (incorporaƟng Moss Lane 
Surgery and Baldwins Gate Surgery) now has 
a PaƟent ParƟcipaƟon Group.  We meet 
every two months at Moss Lane Surgery.  
New members are always welcome.  Our 
next meeƟng will be held on Wednesday 6th 
January 2016 at 7.15pm.   Please come along 
if you are interested or for further infor-
maƟon www.madeleypracƟce.co.uk  

Madeley PracƟce PaƟents Fund, a registered 
charity, hold their meeƟng at 6.30 pm a 
Wednesday 6th January 2016 new members 
are always welcome. 

Madeley Practice Patient 
Participation Group 

Madeley Practice 
Patients Fund 

Tithe Map 
Following a request from the Friends of 
Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Archives, 
the Parish Council has supported an appeal 
for donaƟons to support the digiƟzaƟon of 
Staffordshire Tithe Maps and the Tithe Map 
of Whitmore has been sponsored.  

Residents in Acton will have noƟced the new 
signs in the village alerƟng motorists to the 
likely presence of horses and riders. 

New signs in Acton  

Please report dog fouling directly to the 
Borough’s dog warden service (not to the 
Parish Council). You can contact the dog 
wardens by phone (01782 742 571) or via 
the online reporƟng form on the Borough’s 
website (www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk). To 
access the form click ‘F’ on the alphabeƟcal 
index, select ‘Forms – online’ and click ‘Dogs 
– Report dog related issues’. 

Provide as much informaƟon as possible, 
such as a descripƟon of the dog and its own-
er, the Ɵme of day when the dog is usually 
walked, the route taken and the locaƟon of 
the fouling. The dog warden will patrol the 
area, will speak to the owner when they see 
them, and has the power to start proceed-
ings against the owner if they witness a foul-
ing offence. All reports to the dog warden 
service are handled confidenƟally. 

For further informaƟon about the work of 
the Borough’s dog warden service click ‘D’ 
on the Borough website’s alphabeƟcal index 
and go to ‘Dog’. 

Dog Fouling 

Tub Planter for Acton 
 There is liƩle community space available in 
Acton for the Parish council to make an im-
pact with respect to Parish Appearance. 
However a new planter has recently been 
provided adjacent to the Parish Council no-
Ɵce board. Winter planƟng will be done 
during November. 

Railway Station Ticket Office 

Cllr Derek Davies has taken on the responsi-
bility for seeking to bring the railway staƟon 
Ɵcket office back into use or to make it more 
aƩracƟve. Derek is in contact with Network 
Rail and a recent meeƟng has taken place at 
the Ɵcket office with a representaƟve of 
Network Rail.  

Bus Shelters 

Cllr Geoff CorbeƩ has responsibility for look-
ing aŌer the Parish Council bus shelters. 
Recently he has refurbished the Ɵmber bus 
shelters. The bus shelter located on the A53 
at BuƩerton Lane had been in a poor condi-
Ɵon and is now looking good. 

Thanks to Mr Michael  
Colclough 

Mr Michael Colclough of Ivy CoƩage has 
been cuƫng the grass verges at the juncƟon 
of the A53 and Lymes Road for many years. 
This is the type of contribuƟon to communi-
ty pride that should be celebrated. Thank 
you Michael for all the work you have done. 
Whitmore Parish Council greatly appreciates 
your contribuƟon. 

Thanks to Atherton Farm 

The Atherton family owners of Atherton 
Farm regularly cut the hedge from the Cor-
ner of Madeley Road to Chapel Green. This 
helps keeping the pavement clear and safer 
for pedestrians. Thanks for keeping the 
hedge neat and Ɵdy. 

Winter Planting of Tubs 

The Parish Council commissioned Newcastle
-under-Lyme Borough Council to plant the 
Tubs and Large Planters in Whitmore & Bald-
wins Gate & Acton with a view to enjoying a 
burst of colour in spring 2016. 

The Parish Council welcomes comments and 
ideas so please get in touch. 

Keep up to date by visiƟng the 
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 



 

Book the Village Hall 

Parties, Weddings, Anniver-
saries, Charity Fund-Raising 

Events and Meetings 

Krys Holbrook  
Bookings Secretary 

T: 01782 680481 

Car Boot &  
Table Top Sale 

Whitmore & District Village 
Hall 

Last Sunday of the month 

8.00am to 12.00 noon 

Tables are  
provided indoors 

£6.00 per table indoors 
or outside pitch 

No booking required 

Whitmore & District Village Hall 

Regular Events 

Monday  Yoga Club 9.45am (term Ɵme only) 
  Tai Chi 6.00pm 

Tuesday  Line Dancing 10.00am to 12.00 noon 
  Karate Club 7.00pm 

Wednesday Play and Stay 9.30am to 11.30am 
  Indoor Bowling Club 2.00pm (October to March) 
  CAMEO coffee morning 10.00am to 12.00 (2nd week  
  of the month) 
  Parish Council 7.00pm (1st week of the month) 
  Maer WI 7.30pm (2nd week of the month September to 
  February) 
  Scouts 7.30pm 

Thursday  Art Group 9.30am 
  Cubs 6.30pm 
  Village Hall CommiƩee 7.30pm (1st Thursday of the month) 

Friday  Indoor Bowling Club 2.00pm (October to March) 
  Dance Club 8.00pm 
Sunday  Tai Chi 6.00pm 
  Last Sunday of the month Car Boot Sale 8.00am 

If you require more informaƟon or you are interested in joining any of the 
acƟviƟes just turn up at the Village Hall on the day and Ɵme presented 

 
To book the Hall contact  

Krys Holbrook, T: 01782 680481 
Ashley Music School 

TuiƟon given at Whitmore Village Hall 
www.amsprojects.webplus.net AN END TO THE BLUES!!! 

In January 2005 a transformaƟon took place in the Village Hall. No, not the 
new kitchen or toilets – those came later. The change was in the internal 
decoraƟon. Now, I, unlike some of the Village Hall CommiƩee and users, 
appreciated the ‘new blue’, as I thought it gave a disƟncƟve appearance 
without the blandness of its predecessor. A liƩle over ten years on, just as 
members of the community were becoming used to the new décor, the 
CommiƩee decided to redecorate the main hall to bring it into line with the 
new extension. The blue has been replaced with magnolia. However, there 
remains a degree of controversy in that the gloss colour – mushroom – has 
been the subject of some criƟcism. 
Thanks to our efficient Bookings Secretary, all users were kept posted as to 
the situaƟon and we hope that no one was inconvenienced while work was 
being carried out. 
Our appreciaƟon is also extended to Mr Andy Higginson, who spent the 
whole of August on the project. 

Don Lawton, Hon. Secretary, Whitmore Village Hall 
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96th Whitmore and Baldwins 
Gate Scout Group 
Whitmore & District Village Hall 

Cubs for Boys and Girls 
Age 8 – 101/2 

Thursday 6.30 to 8.00pm 
Scouts for Boys and Girls 

Age 101/2 to 14 
Wednesday 7.30 to 8.00pm 
Contact the Scout leaders  

for details  
jayaukland@hotmail.com 

Learn more about the Scouts at www.scouts.org.uk 
We are also looking for volunteers to get involved. 

If this is of interest please get in touch. 



Home Fire Risk Check 
Get your free smoke alarms and fitting today 

Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service offer a free home fire risk check 
service which involves a Firefighter or Service Technician visiting you in 
your home to give fire safety advice, discuss escape routes and fit free 
lifesaving equipment such as smoke alarms and fire guards.  

How to book a check 

The FREEPHONE number to ring to request a check is 0800 0241 999 and on ringing you will be 
able to arrange a mutually convenient time for the visit to take place. Text: 07528 983101 

Book online www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk HOME FIRE RISK CHECK All Firefighters and Service 
Technicians carry an ID card and will travel in Service vehicles. Although checks for the elderly 

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC 

6,700 KASH DASH DOWNLOADS IN FIRST YEAR 

A game which promotes online 
safety for children has been 
downloaded over 6,700 Ɵmes in 
its first year. 
The ‘Kash Dash’ app, which was designed by 
the Office of Staffordshire’s Police and Crime 
Commissioner, features Staffordshire’s po-
lice dogs catching a fleeing crook while it 

also provides educaƟonal messages about 
online safety and bullying. 

The game now has had over 6,700 down-
loads and has prompted over 11,600 clicks 
on websites giving safety advice such as The 
Child ExploitaƟon and Online ProtecƟon 
Centre (CEOP), Safer Internet Centre and the 
Facebook Safety Centre.  

The game, which was launched in August, 

can be downloaded for free on Android and 
Apple via hƩp://bit.ly/kashdash or by 
searching ‘KASH DASH’ on the online stores. 

Police and Crime Commissioner MaƩhew 
Ellis said: “I am pleased that Kash Dash has 
been so popular with young people across 
Staffordshire. We wanted to find a way to 
beƩer connect with youngsters and this fun 
game takes vital safety messages straight to 
them using technology which is familiar.” 

Chief Constable Jane Sawyers said: “Online 
safety is increasingly a major concern for 
parents and educaƟng children in this area is 
a priority for the force. Police dogs are al-
ways popular with pupils when they visit 
schools as part of our work in local commu-
niƟes, so combining them with online safety 
messages is a winning combinaƟon.” 
Photograph: Police and Crime Commissioner 
MaƩhew Ellis plays Kash Dash  

Our Local Heritage 
Did you know that Whitmore Parish has two 
conservaƟon areas and three areas of biodi-
versity classified as ‘Natural Assets’ areas? 
Or that the town of Crewe once got its water 
supply from wells under Fair-Green Road 
and there was once a caƩle market on the 
site of the Fairview Villas? Or that the neigh-
bouring parish of Maer has three scheduled 
ancient monuments? 

Our local heritage is in the buildings around 
us, under our feet, in our trees and hedge-
rows, in our memories, in cupboards and 

drawers in our homes and in boxes under 
our beds. 

The value of heritage, both natural and his-
torical, is that it provides a powerful connec-
Ɵon between people and places, and be-
tween people and the past. Our local herit-
age is largely hidden and we need to uncov-
er it. LiƩle bits and pieces are known to indi-
vidual people and we need to join them 
together. 

We can uncover our heritage and join it up, 
because the Heritage LoƩery Fund (HLF) is 
keen to sponsor projects in Newcastle-under 

Lyme – and that includes the rural area. The 
HLF can provide grants and training for her-
itage projects involving buildings, nature and 
the environment, documenƟng the history 
of an area and recording people’s memories. 

We hope to provide further informaƟon 
about the HLF, local heritage and possible 
heritage projects at the Parish Council’s 
forthcoming informaƟon day, planned for 
March 2016. In the meanƟme, if you are 
interested in helping to uncover and join up 
our local heritage, please contact the parish 
clerk, Wendy Kinson, or parish councillors 
Derek Davies and Judith Oppenheimer. 
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The Group is flourishing once again – Scouts 
and Cubs have been taking part in many 
events including, camping, night hiking, 
climbing, archery and cookery.  Scouts meet 
at 7.30pm on a Wednesday evening and 
Cubs meet at 6.30pm on a Thursday evening, 

all at Whitmore Village Hall.  New members 
are always welcome, as are leaders and 
helpers (even just to help with some admin 
work).  If you would like to know more 
about what is involved, please email: 
96thwhitmorescoutgroup@gmail.com. 

96th Whitmore and Baldwin’s Gate Scout Group 

Keep up to date by visiƟng the Whitmore Parish Council web site 
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 

How Well Do You Know 
Your Parish? Answers 
1. 6 

2. 4.30 pm 

3. St Thomas’ BuƩerton 

4. John Wedgwood II 

5. St Thomas’ BuƩerton 

6. JuncƟon 16 

7. William Cash MP 

8. 6th Century 

9. 1837 

10. Whitmore & District Village Hall 

The Parish Council wants to publicise the 
acƟviƟes of local clubs & groups. Please 
send in your arƟcles & details for inclusion in 
the NewsleƩer & Website. 

Tell us about your local Club 
or Group 



 The three months since my 
last “Chairman’s Message” 
started off fairly quietly but 
how that has changed now, 
with three major projects on 
the table. 
 

Firstly, the Gateway development 
of up to 113 new dwellings, in Bald-
wins Gate, which had gone very quiet 
since outline planning permission 
was granted, has suddenly come to 
life. The development company Kier 
has bought the land and is preparing 
an application for full planning per-
mission. Kier has erected a hoarding 
at the western entrance of the village 
announcing that new dwellings will 
become available late 2016. Kier also 
held a well-attended public consulta-
tion event at Whitmore Village Hall 
on 13th October to present their 
plans and to invite comments/ feed-
back. Anyone unable to attend will 
ϐind links to all of the information 
that was displayed and also Kier’s 
‘feedback sheet’ on the Parish Coun-
cil website under Community Interest 
Matters. If you haven't yet registered 
any concerns, you will have another 
opportunity to do so when the ϐinal-
ised Planning Application goes in. 
The Parish Council and Baldwins 
Gate Action Group have compiled a 
joint list of concerns. This is also on 
the Parish Council website and was 
registered with Kier, their agent Hou-
rigan Connolly, and the Borough 
Council in time for their ϐirst pre-
planning meeting. 

 
Secondly, there is the proposed 

Annual Music and General Enter-
tainment Festival, “Colourville”, to 
be held on the Mainwaring Estate 
starting in July 2016. At the Parish 
Council’s request, the organisers held 
a well-attended open session at 

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk @WhitmoreParishC 

Chairman’s Message Whitmore Parish Council 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Keep up to date by visiting the 
Whitmore Parish Council website 

www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 

Councillor Roy Peddie 
T: 01782 681016 
E: roy.peddie@btinternet.com 

Councillor Judith Oppenheimer 
Neighbourhood Plan Group 
T: 01782 680295 
E: Judith@oppenheimer.org.uk  

Councillor Audrey Pedley 
Parish Appearance Group 
T: 01782 680 985 
E: audreypedley@yahoo.com 

Councillor Derek Davies 
Parish Appearance Group 
Neighbourhood Plan Group 
T: 01782 680383 
E: derodavie@yahoo.co.uk 

Councillor Carl Evans 
Parish Council Vice Chair 
Chair Parish Appearance Group 
M: 07775 774 740 
E: carl@carlevans.co.uk 

Councillor Geoff R Corbett 
Parish Appearance Group 
T: 01782 680 645 

Councillor David R Alcock 
Parish Appearance Group 
T: 01782 680 178 
E: david@synchromortgages.co.uk  

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Mrs Wendy Kinson 
“The Old Laundry”, Maer 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF 
T: 01782 680 613 
E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk  

Councillor Ian D Webb 
Parish Council Chairman 
T: 01782 680 522 
E: Ianandninawebb@aol.com  

Whitmore Parish Council 
Community Interest Matters  
NULBC Greenspace Strategy Review 

Gateway Housing Development 
Colourville - The Proposed Whitmore Estate 

Festival July 2016 
www.whitmoreparishcouncil.co.uk 

Whitmore Village Hall at the same 
time as the Kier event above, to an-
swer questions/concerns about their 
plans. A Premises Licence for the 
event had already been granted and 
the Parish Council website contains 
links to both the application and the 
comprehensive list of Conditions 
which have to be met before the 
event can actually take place. A tech-
nicality meant that the application 
had to be re-submitted and was due 
to be heard on 22nd October. Howev-
er this second application has also 
now been withdrawn. If the licence is 
ϐinally granted, the Parish Council 
will liaise closely with the organisers 
to help ensure that disruption to the 
local community is held to a mini-
mum. 

 
Thirdly, the Neighbourhood Plan 

project. The Neighbourhood Area has 
been approved and the work can 
ofϐicially get under way. A series of 
“Roadshows” are planned which the 
Steering Group will shortly be rolling 
out. 

 
Rest assured that the Parish Coun-

cil will continue to strive to protect 
the interests of its parishioners as a 
whole, to the best of its ability, sub-
ject of course to the limits of what is 
within its power to control or even 
signiϐicantly inϐluence. This is often 
rather more limited than may be 
generally presumed...! For instance, 
the Borough Council is required to 
consult it on planning applications 
BUT the Parish Council is not a 
“statutory consultee” (i.e., its opinion 
is noted but carries very little 
weight) and for Premises Licence 
applications the Borough is not even 
required to consult the Parish Coun-
cil at all (and didn't!). 

 
Councillor Ian Webb 
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Parish Council Meetings 

Whitmore & District Village Hall 
Commencing 7.00pm 

Open Forum 7.00 to 7.15pm 

Wednesday 2nd December 2015 
Wednesday 6th January 2016 

Wednesday 3rd February 2016 
Wednesday 2nd March 2016 
Wednesday 6th April 2016 
Wednesday 4th May 2016 
Wednesday 1st June 2016 
Wednesday 6th July 2016 

Wednesday 3rd August 2016 

ArƟcles for publicaƟon to 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

Mrs Wendy Kinson, “The Old Laundry”, Maer 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF  

T: 01782 680 613 E: wendy.kinson@tiscali.co.uk 

Christmas Lights Switch On 
Sunday 6th December 6.00pm 
Sheet Anchor Christmas Tree 

Celebrate inside the  
Sheet Anchor 
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Jubilee Gardens Questionnaire 
1. Were you aware that the Parish Council maintains a small 
park area named Jubilee Gardens?      

YES  NO 

2. Have you ever visited Jubilee Gardens?       

4. How frequently do you visit Jubilee Gardens? 

 

3. When was the last me you visited Jubilee Gardens?   

YES  NO 

If YES please con nue. If NO please go to Ques on 10. 

WEEKLY  MONTHLY LESS OFTEN 

5. What is the main purpose of your visit to Jubilee Gardens 

As a walkway To relax & enjoy Other 

If you answer is OTHER please explain 

6. What do you like most about Jubilee Gardens? 

7. What do you like least about Jubilee Gardens? 

8. How should Jubilee Gardens be improved? 

First Name 

Address 

11. Do you have any other thoughts? 

DAILY 

Would you like the Parish Council to consult you about other subjects in the future? 

9. What do you think of the following ideas to improve Jubilee Gardens? 

Adding picnic tables 

Including the grassed are at the junc on of the A53 & Fair-Green Road to the Gardens 

Work with the local school to create a nature area under the trees 

YES  

YES  

YES  

NO 

NO 

NO 

10. Now that you are aware of Jubilee Gardens will you visit in the future? 

NO YES  Don’t Know 

YES  NO 

If YES please complete the following; 

 Last Name 

Email address  



The Parish Council would like 
to receive your views about Jubi-
lee Gardens. 

The Gardens are located at the 
junc on of the A53 & Fair-Green Road. 
They are accessed through a green 
railed gate from the A53. 

Once inside there is a pathway that 
goes through the gardens opening out 
onto Fair-Green Road. 

There are a number of benches and 
a raised conifer display.  

There is also an area of woodland 
where the undergrowth has recently 
been cleared. 

The Parish Council recently con-
ducted a survey of resident living in Fair
-Green Road to gain some understand-
ing of how the gardens are used and to 
ask what improvements might be made.  

The ini al survey revealed that the 
gardens are used as a footpath, as it’s a 
pleasant walk, walking the dog, as a 
route to the village shop, si ng and 
res ng on family walks & train spo ng 
with visi ng children. 

The survey also iden fied a variety 
of ideas about improvements that 
might be considered. 

Sugges ons include adding picnic 
tables, clearing some vegeta on to give 
people clearer access to view the rail-
way trains. Ideas about addi onal 
plan ng have been made. 

Whitmore Parish Council 
J u b i l e e  G a r d e n s  S u r v e y  

A u t u m n  2 0 1 5  

The Parish Council also floated the 
idea of bringing the area of greenspace, 
(adjacent to the BT telephone exchange 
building, at the junc on of Fair-Green 
Road & the A53 including the large oak 
tree) into the gardens. 

Given the extensive response re-
ceived the Parish Council has decided to 
expand this survey to the en re 
Whitmore Parish for two reasons. 

Firstly to get addi onal views and 
secondly to make our wide community 
aware of the existence of this peaceful 
haven within our Parish. 

If this is of interest to you please 
complete the ques onnaire on the re-
vers of this sheet. 

When you have completed the 
form return it to any of the following 
places; 

Baldwins Gate Filling Sta on 

Baldwins Gate Village Shop 

A Parish Councillor 

Or Direct to; 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
“The Old Laundry”, Maer 
Newcastle-under-Lyme ST5 5EF 
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