
                                     WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 2
nd

 December 2015. 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman), Cllrs Alcock, Corbett, Davies, Evans, Peddie and 

Pedley. County Cllr Loades and Borough Cllr Northcott. 

198/12/15. To receive and approve apologies for absence 

None received 

199/12/15. To receive Declarations of Interest 

None declared 

200/12/15. To hold the informal local forum 

No members of the public were present 

201/12/15. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4
th

 November 2015 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

202/12/15. To consider Matters arising from the Minutes 

173/10/15. Arrangements for the event to switch on the Christmas tree lights at the 

‘Sheet Anchor’ were formalized. There would be invoices for the purchase of cable, 

for this tree and also for the tree at Chapel Green. The Parish Council’s Insurers 

had been consulted concerning this. 

203/12/15. To receive the Chairman’s report 

1. Resignation of Councillor. It was much regretted that Cllr Oppenheimer had 

tendered her resignation; the Clerk would write officially from the Parish 

Council to thank her. The procedure concerning the vacancy would now be 

followed and it would be necessary to replace Cllr Oppenheimer in the sub-

committees in which she was serving or had offered to serve – the Planning 

sub-Committee, the Rural Runabout Management Group, Footpaths.  

2. Newsletter. It was agreed that all content for the Newsletter be read by the 

Chairman and the Clerk  before publication. 

3. Quality Parish Status. With the introduction of new systems of accreditation 

by the National Association of Local Councils, it was recognized that Quality 

Parish Status no longer existed. The Staffs Parish Councils Association had 

confirmed this. 

4. ‘Colourville’. The next stage of the Licence application was likely to be heard 

by Committee on 16
th

 or 17
th

 December. If this was passed, 35 separate 

conditions would need to be met and a Strategic Action Group would be 

looking at these. The Parish Council was intending to participate in the 

Strategic Action Group as much as possible. There had been a wave of action 

locally to try and stop ‘Colourville’ and a petition of nearly 400 signatures 

had been delivered to the Borough Council. Following discussion, it was 

decided that the Parish Council would approach the organizers and, if the 

next stage of the Licence were to be granted, invite them to host a Public 

Information event in Whitmore, not just for Whitmore residents but also for 

the  wider community. 

5. Whitmore Festival. A sub-group would meet early in the New Year to decide 

if the usual Whitmore Community festival would be taking place in 2016. 



6. Car parking spaces for ‘Sheet Anchor’ staff. The Chairman had been present 

at a meeting with the Paragon Group (now owners of the Sheet Anchor) and 

the Chairman of the Village Hall Committee to discuss if some car parking 

spaces could be made available at the Village Hall. 

7. HS2 –  details of the next stage, including  the final route and more details 

regarding compensation, were about to be released. 

8. Precept 2016/7. The Finance sub-committee would meet early in the New 

Year and the hope was that there would be no need to increase the amount 

requested for the Precept. 

Clerk’s Reports 

204/12/15. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

The stamps necessary for posting the Newsletter had been purchased. 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                               £                          VAT                            total 

        373      Staffs Parish Councils Assoc                                                            85 

                   (various Training courses for Councillors) 

        374      T Derek Thursfield                                                                          500 

                 (Christmas Tree. Chapel Green) 

        375      J D Quick                                                                                            20 

                 (cleaning bus shelters) 

       376      W Kinson                                                                                           350 

       377       W Kinson                                                                                            54 

                 (postage for Newsletters) 

       378       G Corbett                                                                                          140 

               (refurbishment of Sheet Anchor bus stop) 

      379        Printing House                                                                                 348 

                 (printing of Newsletter) 

      380        Barry Adams                                                                                 1,025.20 

               (monthly payment plus extra visits as per invoice) 

      381       Barry Adams                                                                                     214 

                 (extra work as directed) 

      382       Barry Adams                                                                                       81 

                  (extra work as directed) 

      383        Staffs Parish Councils Assoc                                                            20 

                    (training course) 

384 Re-imbursement to Cllr Davies of money paid for 

Purchase of lights for Christmas Tree, Chapel Green               132.38 

      385         Daniel James                                                                                    90 

                    (tree work in Meadow Way) 

 

 

Receipts 

£277.26 received 3.11.15 from HMRC regarding VAT claim April – September 

2015. 

 



Other Financial Matters 

Papers regarding the Precept for 2016/17 had been received. 

To receive the Clerk’s Report 

Material and correspondence as detailed in the circulated Clerk’s Report was noted. 

205/12/15. Town and Countryside Planning 

Note: all Planning Applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

N15/103230 Green Waste Site, Acton decision not to extend Conditions 

PA15/00794FUL Acton Hall Barn, Acton     permitted 4.11.15 

PA15/00862FUL  Long Meadow, Sandyfields    permitted 6.11.15 

PA15/00985FUL  High Trees, Common Lane. ‘Whitmore PC does not wish to 

                                       Comment’ registered 17.11.15 

App/p3420 Slater’s (not in Whitmore Parish). Appeal dismissed. 10.11.15 

PA15/01025AGR    Lilac Cottage, Acton.    No objection 1.12.15. 

Group reports                           

206/12/15. Parish Appearance 

The Chairman of the Parish Appearance sub-committee  had circulated a detailed 

Report.  Replies to two letters sent to Staffs Highways Officials were awaited. In 

conjunction with Baldwins Gate School, 600 bulbs had been planted in Jubilee 

Gardens – this event had involved pupils planting the bulbs. The survey regarding 

Jubilee Gardens, which had been circulated in Fair-Green Rd, had received a good 

response from householders. 

Quotations had been obtained for a new notice board in Whitmore village. 

In response to a query, the clerk would try and obtain some spiked sticks for litter 

picking from Streetscene. 

An article entitled ’Why I live in Whitmore Parish’ was discussed and the slightly 

revised text would appear on the Parish website.  

207/12/15. Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The Chairman of the Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Party had 

circulated a detailed Report. The first Roadshow had taken place and had been 

well-attended and a meeting had now been arranged with Officials at Newcastle 

Borough Council. Representatives from Loggerheads would also be at this meeting. 

It was noted that the Borough Council had not responded to an invitation to attend 

the Roadshows. As a result of the recent resignation from Whitmore Parish Council, 

another representative was needed from Whitmore for the Working Party. 

208/12/15 Any other Planning Matters 

The Chairman of the Planning sub-committee sought Councillors’ views regarding 

the retrospective Planning Application regarding the large hoarding by Kier 

Housing alongside the A53, opposite the Lakeside development.  

209/12/15 Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote 

none received 

210/12/15 Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate 

Issues pre-registered in this item had been dealt with elsewhere in the Agenda to the 

satisfaction of those who had registered them. 



211/12/15 To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

County and Borough Councillors gave notice that it was likely that rates would be 

increased next year. 

County Cllr Loades gave some more details expected in the HS2 report, about to be 

released. Whitmore Village Hall had already been booked for a Property 

Consultation event on Saturday 23
rd

 January. 

It was hoped that £4000 would be available, under the Newcastle Rural Deal as a 

grant towards the Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

A Report regarding Heavy Goods vehicles was about to be published. 

A query was raised about how incidents  reported to Staffs Highways were dealt 

with. County Cllr Loades was not able to offer any re-assurance on this matter. 

County Cllr Loades asked it to be Minuted how impressed he was with the Parish 

Council website. 

Borough Cllr Northcott reported on the most likely procedure for the ‘Colourville’ 

Licence Application. 

The Scrutiny Committee was still awaiting the Community Infrastructure Levy that 

should have been available by now.  

Under Supporting Vulnerable Persons legislation, 6 Syrian refugees had been 

placed in the Borough, costs being met by the International Fund.   

212/12/15. Any Other business 

none 

213/12/15 The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 6
th

 January 2016 at 7 pm 

in Whitmore Village Hall   


