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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 6th September   2017 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman). Cllrs  Davies,  Peddie,  and  Hutton.  

HS2 

Also present was Sarah Mallen, HS2 Project Manager, Staffs County Council, who 

was gathering material to formulate the County Council’s response to the current 

Environmental Statement. She was in the process of meeting with those Parishes 

most affected in order to present a coordinated response. 

149/9/17 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from Cllrs Pedley, Harvey, Perry and 

Corbett. County Cllr Northcott. Borough Cllr Loades.  Borough Cllr Panter 

Cllr Perry was proposed as Vice-Chairman of Whitmore PC. This was seconded 

and Cllr Perry was duly elected. 

150/9/17. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

none declared 

151/9/17. To hold the informal Local forum 

Residents living adjacent to ‘The Whitmores’,  next to ‘the Sheet Anchor’ were 

present to discuss several concerns they had about the site and the way development 

was progressing. Councillors recommended that residents contact the Chief 

Planning Officer with their concerns and also contact BT over safety concerns about 

a telegraph pole. 

152/9/17. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th June 2017 

These were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

153/9/17. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

132/8/17. Joint Local Plan 

A detailed response from Whitmore Parish Council had been completed and 

submitted on 21.8.17. Discussion of further action on this to be made an Agenda 

item for the October meeting.  

128/8/17, Response to buses consultation 

A response had also been made to this from Whitmore Parish Council 

131/8/17-121/7/17. ‘The Whitmores’. 

It was understood that the owner of the site had been away; but as no response had 

been received to queries raised last month, these queries to be raised again. 

131/8/17- 117/7/16 Ticket Office 

This matter was ongoing 

131/8/17 – 117/7/17. Gating of Lymes Rd 

Whitmore Councillors had been present at the Meeting with Keele Parish 

Councillors, Newcastle Borough Council officers and the Area Officer from 

Highways to look at problems in Lymes Road and the possibility of gating it to 

prevent fly-tipping. The status of Lymes Road (as a Byway/Greenway) was 

confirmed . Therefore Highways were not responsible for maintenance and 

landowners were responsible for the clearance of any fly-tipping. Ownership of all 

land parcels adjacent to Lymes Rd being confirmed prior to the next meeting. Gates 
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were still being considered and another meeting with all parties would take place in 

two months time 

131/8/17. Strategy Meeting 

Minutes had been circulated 

133/8/17. Donation to the Community Hub at Loggerheads 

This had been discussed at the Strategy Meeting and it was felt that more 

information was needed before a decision could be taken. 

154/9/17. To receive the Chairman’s report 

Kier Development off Gateway Avenue 

Following concerns about Kier’s poor handling of problems caused to neighbours 

by the development, two senior Kier managers held an open forum on 30th August 

to listen to and respond to local concerns, which included: 

Loud foul language by site workers. 

Bad dust (sand) pollution of neighbouring properties. 

Official road signage needed to prevent trucks trying to reach the site via 

Gateway/Sandyfields/Waters Edge. Kier will process this with Staffs County 

Highways. 

Gap of 1 to 3 feet between existing garden fences adjoining the site and the site 

fencing being installed by Kier. Kier to check their fence positioning and either 

confirm it is correct or reposition fencing if it is not. 

Bellway Development off Meadow Way 

The Planning Application was unanimously rejected by the Planning Committee on 

15th August. 

Joint Local Plan 

On 21st August, Whitmore PC registered a strongly worded challenge to the Draft 

Plan and now needs to consider what further action can be taken to challenge the 

situation. 

HS2  

The planned HS2 Public Information Event took place on 16th August and was 

followed by a Public Meeting called by Whitmore PC on 23rd August, to make sure 

that those affected were fully informed and also to provide a ‘platform’ for the HS2 

Action Group to update and call for more volunteers in fighting for the proposed 

solution of a longer deeper tunnel. There was a very good turn out to this event. 

Richard Johnston, HS2 Chief Engineer with overall Technical responsibility for the 

HS2a project, attended and made clear that the longer deeper tunnel solution was 

actively being worked on, offers a number of advantages for HS2 and encouraged 

those present to press the case for this solution hard. As an immediate result, 

Whitmore and Madeley HS2 Action Groups have agreed to join forces and have 

since held joint meetings. Support is also being sought from Loggerheads PC, from 

Newcastle Borough and from Staffs County. Whitmore parishioners are to be 

encouraged in numerous ways to respond to the current HS2 consultation which 

runs until 30th September. Whitmore PC needs to prepare its own response to this 

consultation and also consider if there are financial implications  

Clerk’s reports 

155/9/17. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 
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None 

 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                         £                           VAT                                 total 

From Lloyds PC Grant Account 

    015        Maer Village Hall                                                                             24 

         (hire of Hall for drop-in event 5.8.17) 

From Bank of Scotland Account 

    570        NULBC                    261                          52.20                               313.20 

           (weedkilling on A53) 

    571       W. Kinson                                                                                         400 

    572      P Slater                                                                                                 50 

         (re-issue of cheque no. 560 at the request of the payee. He requested a cheque 

made to him personally rather than to his Company. Cheque returned for 

cancellation) 

      573       Cropper Gds Mntce                                                                  563.59  

               

Receipts 

None this month 

Other Financial Business 

Invoice received from Urban Vision with regard to work undertaken for 

Neighbourhood Development Plan but on instructions from the Steering Group, this 

is not to be processed as it will be paid out of funds that Urban Vision is holding on 

the Steering Group’s behalf.  

156/9/17. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Material and correspondence received during August as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report was noted. 

157/9/17. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA17/00643FUl   Glen Falls, Birch Tree Lane. No objection registered 21.8.17 

PA17/00658FUL. Development adjacent to the Sheet Anchor. Comment regarding 

design registered 21.8.17. 

PA17/00662FUL  Station House, Baldwins Gate. ‘no comment’ registered 23.8.17 

PA17/00671LBC. Station House, Baldwins Gate. Comments made but no objection. 

Registered 29.8.17. 

PA17/00714FUL.  Tudor Cottage, Baldwins Gate. Comments by 15.9.17 

PA17/00689OUT. Land south of Appleton Cottage. Re-submission of presvious 

Planning Application. ‘No further comment’ registered 29.8.17. 

Group reports 

158/9/17. Parish Appearance 

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Chairman of Parish Appearance for his 

success in getting the Speed Awareness Signs operational in Baldwins Gate. All were 

in agreement. 
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A report from the Chairman of Parish Appearance had been circulated, giving 

details of matters discussed with the Area Manager of Cropper Grounds 

Maintenance. Any increased maintenance to be discussed by the Parish Council to 

see if the contract for 2018 needed amending.  

159/9/17. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

Nothing further to report 

160/9/17. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

Nothing further to report 

161/9/17. To consider any other Planning matters 

none 

162/9/17. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

none 

163/9/17. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

none 

164/9/17. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

No County or Borough Councillors were able to be present on this occasion. 

165/9/17. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

No other matters raised. 

166/9/17. The date of the next Regular Meeting was confirmed as Wednesday  4th 

October  2017 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 

 

 


