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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 5th October  2016 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman), Cllrs Corbett, Davies, Pedlie and Perry.  Borough Cllrs 

Northcott and Panter 

162/10/16. To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from Cllrs Evans, Parker and Pedley. 

County Cllr David Loades. 

163/10/16. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

None declared 

164/10/16. To hold the informal Local forum 

A resident from Madeley Park Wood, Mrs Edwina Fowler was present to discuss 

Footpath no 5, at Madeley Croft (see 148/9/16, 115/7/16). More ‘public footpath’ 

signs had been obtained to delineate the path through the property.  Councillors 

agreed, from the photographs shown, that the existing stile created problems for 

walkers and it would be preferable to change it; there was the possibility of Parish 

Council funds being available for this, with the landowner’s agreement. But a 

meeting was still needed with him to further this matter. It was agreed that in view 

of the poor structural condition of the stile (viz. rotting step timbers), written 

confirmation be obtained as to who bears legal responsibility should someone be 

injured when using the stile due to its poor structural condition (in particular 

failure of one of the rotting timer footsteps). 

165/10/16. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on September 8th 2016 

These were approved and signed by the Chairman 

166/10/16. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

98/6/16 Enforcement issues. No further response had been received 

99/6/16 Network Rail. There had still been no action taken to clear vegetation from 

the railway encroaching on Jubilee Gardens or to deal with the dead tree in Station 

Cottages. Clerk would send another reminder. 

115/7/16 Footpath at Madeley Croft. See above (164/10/16) 

146/9/16 Car Parking at the Sheet Anchor. Informal talks had taken place with the 

owner of ‘The Whitmores’ . This matter was ongoing but obviously not causing a 

problem at the moment as the Sheet Anchor is closed for refurbishment. As no reply 

had been received from Staffs Highways to a request to evaluate the placing of 

bollards to impede parking in inappropriate places (146/9/16), the Clerk would send 

a reminder.  

146/9/16 HS2. The recent ‘Consultation Event’ had been well attended; the briefing 

given to Parish Councillors and the HS2 Action Committee had stressed the need 

for responses to the three ongoing consultations. As a result, an ‘Information 

Support Event’ was being held on 15th October, with informal presentations being 

given throughout the afternoon on the hour (2 – 6 pm). Copies of relevant 

documents would be available for people to make their responses. This event to be 

publicized as widely as possible. 

153/9/16 Bus shelter at the Lymes.  The Clerk had been informed that it was the 

quality of the Perspex which was causing the discolouration seen at the bus shelter; 
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this had been reported to Staffs C C., as the shelter is Staffs C C property. Having 

checked the shelter, Staffs C C had reported back that no action would be taken to 

replace the Perspex as it was not a safety issue. 

148/9/16 Parking on verges in Appleton Drive. Another response had been received 

with regard to the letter to residents of 17th August. The Clerk would respond.  

148/9/16 Wayside Nativity. The full sized Nativity figures were in the process of 

being made; they would then be passed to the Art Group for painting. The festival 

sub-committee would discuss plans for a community event when the figures were 

placed on Chapel Green. 

167/10/16. To receive the Chairman’s report 

Parking at the Sheet Anchor. Already discussed 

HS2 Update. Already discussed 

Highways Matters. Considerable dissatisfaction was expressed with the perceived 

lack of action with regard to numerous Highways issues affecting Whitmore. 

Clerk’s reports 

168/10/16. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Expenses from Councillors and the Clerk, relating to money spent on behalf of the 

Parish Council were approved. 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                                    £                        VAT                             total 

    From Lloyds Whitmore PC Grant Account 

      004          Whitmore Village Hall                                                                     70 

                   (for NDP meetings) 

Bank of Scotland current Account 

     470          NULBC                            174                          34.80                        208.80 

                (weedkilling – Lakeside) 

    471          NULBC                             43.50                        8.70                          52.20 

                 (watering of tubs) 

    472         VAST                                  15                            3                                18 

                  (payroll services) 

    473        Barry Adams                                                                                        685.04 

    474        Barry Adams                                                                                      1,029 

                   (extra work, as directed) 

    475        TCE Ltd                              105                        21                                126 

                    (replacement signs, N-U-L School/Trentham Rd roundabout) 

    476         W Kinson                                                                                              375 

    477          W Kinson                                                                                                26.22 

                     (Festival expenses – refreshments and presents) 

    478         Cllr Derek Davies                                                                                 440 

                  (Reimbursement for money spent on Fish and Chip supper for Festival, 

                     plus competition prizes) 

    479         Cllr Carl Evans                                                                                        21.28 

                 (Reimbursement for money spent on timber for replacement signs) 

Receipts 

14.9.16     Newcastle-under-Lyme School              £1,105 (sponsorship) 
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20.9.16      Staffs C C                                             £1,409 (Lengthsman’s) 

19.9.16      cash from Fish and Chip supper           £440 

Other Financial Business 

Clerk’s pension – meeting to be arranged when Cllr Evans was available. 

Community Chest – the Clerk reminded Councillors about the £800 available for 

local organizations and charities, this to be distributed by the end of February 2017. 

External Audit – the ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ certificate had been received; 

this to be displayed on the parish notice boards and put on the website. 

169/10/16. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Correspondence and material received during September as detailed in the 

circulated Clerk’s Report was noted. The Clerk drew attention to the Electoral 

Review of Newcastle-under-Lyme received from the Local Government Boundary 

Commission; responses due by 5.12.16 

170/10/16. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

Group reports 

PA16/00711FUL. 6 Field Close. Comment by 9.10.16 

PA16/00539REM. Sheet Anchor. Permitted 27.9.16 

171/10/16. Parish Appearance 

It was agreed that a site meeting was needed to discuss issues relating to trees in 

Jubilee Gardens/Fair-Green Rd. This to be arranged when the Chairman of Parish 

Appearance was available. 

It was agreed to act upon a request from parishioners for bulbs to be planted at the 

end of Moss Lane. 

172/10/16. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

The closing date for the return of the questionnaires had now passed and 352 

responses had been received, representing 25%. The Steering Group was requested 

to update the Chairmen of the three Parish Councils before the analysis of the 

questionnaires was delivered on Nov 26th. 

Now that the questionnaire had been completed, it was requested that the banners 

be removed. 

173/10/16. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

A meeting of the Festival sub-Committee to be convened to review the recent 

Festival and look at future Community events. It was noted that the recent Festival 

had been successful,  the Clerk was thanked and presented with a gift, and all those 

concerned with the organizing, notably Mrs Burns, were also thanked.  

174/10/16. To consider any other Planning matters 

none 

175/10/16. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote.] 

none received 

176/10/16. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

None received 

177/10/16. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 
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Borough Councillors reported the following: 

The procedure for ‘calling in’ a Planning Application had changed and a strict 

protocol was now to be followed. 

A new App for the Borough Council had been launched. 

Waiting Times at the university Hospital were still unacceptable and in view of 

serious concerns relating to Mental Health issues, a special report had been 

commissioned. 

There had been communication with the owner of ‘Station Stores’ regarding 

Business Rates. 

The Travellers’ Policy had been updated with new protocols added. 

The Queen’s Award had been presented to Loggerheads Befrienders. 

A new Police Officer was about to join the local team. 

New recycling system – there were still problems occurring.  

178/10/16. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

It was brought to the Parish Council’s attention that the celebrating of Hallowe’en 

is not welcomed by all residents and posters were available for those who did not 

wish to receive a visit from ‘Trick or treat’ groups. The Rector to be informed of 

this. 

 

179/10/16. To confirm the date of the next Regular Meeting as Wednesday  2nd 

November 2016 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 

 

 


