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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 4th October   2017 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman). Cllrs Corbett, Harvey, Hutton,  Davies,  Peddie. Pedley 

and Perry. County Cllr Northcott, Borough Cllr Loades . Also present to observe: 

Alison Greenway. 

167/10/17 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from Borough Cllr Panter. 

168/10/17. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

None declared 

169/10/17. To hold the informal Local forum 

No representations made. 

170/10/17. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th September 2017 

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

171/10/17. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

153/0/17. ‘The Whitmores’. Various concerns had been followed up as far as they 

could be. Now that building had begun, Whitmore Parish Council might expect to 

hear news regarding the Section 106 Agreement. 

161/9/17. letter sent to Newcastle Borough Council regarding handling of the 

Bellway Application. A letter had been sent and acknowledged, but no comments 

had been forthcoming; this to be chased up. 

156/9/17. Electoral Register . It had been confirmed to the Clerk by Newcastle 

Borough Council that a copy of the Electoral Register for the Parish of Whitmore 

would be made available for Parish records, but as a new Register was in the 

process of being compiled (due 1.12.17), it was decided to wait and request the most 

up-to-date copy then. 

Newsletter. The Autumn 2017 Newsletter had been distributed, along with HS2 

Consultation response forms and particular thanks were expressed to Judith 

Oppenheimer for her help with distributing them. 

CCTV Cameras at the Village Hall. Members of the Village Hall Committee had 

been invited to attend a demonstration of the CCTV system. The Parish Councillors 

who did attend felt that they now knew how to access it;  were aware of its 

capabilities and its limitations and that the Parish Council could not do any more. 

There was the possibility of selling the old equipment – this to be investigated. 

Thanks were expressed to Cllr Hutton for arranging the appropriate signage. 

153/9/17. Gating of Lymes Rd. This ongoing matter to be chased up as nothing more 

had been heard. 

158/9/17. Information had been received from County Cllr Northcott regarding 

Automatic Number Plate Recognition; this and the possibility of obtaining Average 

Speed Monitoring equipment for use in Baldwins Gate continued to be investigated. 

172/10/17. To receive the Chairman’s report 

Kier development on land off Meadow Way. Concerns expressed had not been 

addressed, which was disappointing, although the Chairman had just heard that he 

would have a response within a week. Another liaison meeting was needed – this to 

be arranged. 
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Joint Local Plan.  At the recent Parish Councils Forum, the Chairman had raised 

his many concerns about the draft Joint Local Plan and had been informed by the 

officers present that the preparation of the Joint Local Plan had respected rigidly 

the guidelines and constraints imposed by the Government. The Public Consultation 

was now completed ,  the responses were being evaluated and no decision regarding 

the OAN to be formally adopted could be taken until this process has been 

completed. The Borough Council stated that there is no mechanism available for it 

to challenge this position. This being the case, the Borough Council was obliged to 

strive to develop and implement a Strategy to respond to the result of the process.  

The Government had now published a Public Consultation of a draft ‘standardised 

system’ for determining the OAN for each region in England: this could be expected 

to lead to an officially adopted system next year. The Parish Council would be 

unable to take any further action until the outcomes of these two processes was 

known. Borough Cllr Loades was able to add further updates demonstrating that 

this matter was ongoing; he recommended contacting all six local MPS to express 

concerns and also to send any correspondence to the Secretary of State.  

HS2 

A great deal of activity had taken place during the last month in order to raise 

awareness of the impact that HS2 will have on Whitmore Parish and that of 

Madeley and to encourage as many people as possible to respond to the current 

Consultation. The Whitmore and Madeley HS2 Action Groups were now combined 

and other neighbouring parishes (Loggerheads, Keele, Woore) were also involved. 

The core objective, supported by the Parish Councils, was to press for the ‘longer, 

deeper tunnel’. If the ‘longer, deeper tunnel’ solution was rejected, it would be 

necessary to petition Parliament. There was a Vote of Thanks offered to the 

Chairman for all he had done , notably the production of the detailed submission 

sent as a response to the current Consultation. Thanks also were expressed to Sheila 

Ramage who had also worked tirelessly. A joint response from Staffs County 

Council, Stafford Borough, Lichfield and Newcastle Borough Councils had also 

supported the case for the ‘longer, deeper tunnel’. 

173/10/17. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Purchases of stamps and extra stationery supplies (£53.20 + £7.49) for distribution 

of the Newsletter. £60.69 requested. 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                         £                           VAT                                 total 

From Lloyds PC Grant Account 

     016     Maer Village Hall                                                                                    24 

           (hire of Hall for Steering Group meeting) 

    017     Staffs Wildlife Trust                                                                              150   

From Bank of Scotland Account 

     574        The Printing House                                                                           267 

           (printing of Newsletter) 

    575         Grant Thornton          300                           60                                  360 

           (Annual Audit) 

   576         VAST                               15                             3                                    18 
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            (quarterly payroll charge) 

  577          Mrs W Kinson                                                                                     400 

  578          Mrs W Kinson                                                                                       60.69 

              (purchases – details above) 

579           Staffs Wildlife Trust                                      30                                   30 

           (VAT component of 017 Lloyds Account – to be reclaimed) 

580          Cropper Grounds Mce    544.66                 108.03                           653.59 

581          A J Heath                                                                                            178.40 

            (repainting play equipment)  

582         Whitmore Village Hall                                                                          56 

            (hire of Hall for PC meetings) 

583         TCE Ltd                                                                                               126 

             (signs for Trentham Rd roundabout)               

Receipts 

None this month 

Other Financial Business 

‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ certificate received from auditors – to be displayed 

on notice boards and placed on website. 

If, during the next stage of the HS2 process it becomes necessary to petition 

Parliament, Whitmore Parish Council will be in full support with Madeley Parish 

Council on any action taken. This was unanimously agreed. 

174/10/17. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Correspondence and material received during September as detailed in the 

circulated Clerk’s report was noted. It was also noted that the Clerk had signalled 

her intention to retire sometime in the Spring of 2018 and so the Finance Committee 

should start to consider plans for her replacement. 

In response to a request from Madeley and District Community Association, it was 

agreed to donate £100 towards their Medical Transport Scheme, which is used by 

Whitmore residents. 

175/10/17. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA17/00577FUL. Acton Hill Barn. Permitted 4.9.17 

PA17/00714FUL. Tudor Cottage, Baldwins Gate. Concerns and possible objection 

registered 11.9.17. Permitted 28.9.17 

PA17/00643FUL. Glen Falls, Birch Tree Lane. Permitted 21.9.17. 

PA17/00658FUL. Land adjacent to the Sheet Anchor. Permitted 27.9.17 

Group reports 

176/10/17. Parish Appearance. 

Further meetings had taken place with the Contractors and the Chairman of the 

Parish Appearance Group reported that communication with Cropper Grounds 

Maintenance was good and the situation was improving.  

177/10/17. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

The Steering Group had sent in  an application for another Grant (£3,461) 
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178/10/17. Community and Engagement 

The Sub-Committee had met and would be bringing Terms of reference and other 

proposals to the Parish Council for ratification. Discussion was ongoing regarding 

the Parish Council website, the Newsletter and Data Protection issues. 

The Clerk gave a report on the forthcoming Information Day on October 28th; 

many stalls had been booked and publicity would be appearing shortly. 

It was hoped that the usual Christmas events – switching on of lights and the 

erection of the Wayside Nativity – would take place: liaison with the Sheet Anchor 

and with the Rector was necessary. 

179/10/17. Transport and Safety 

The Transport and Safety Sub-Committee had met and was agreeing Terms of 

Reference. A number of road safety issues had been discussed. A meeting with 

David Greatbatch, Staffs County Highways, was to take place shortly. 

180/10/17. Any other Planning Matters 

The Chairman reported that, from 1st October 2017, the Planning Department at 

Newcastle Borough Council would only be providing electronic copies of Planning 

Applications to Parish Councils and, disappointing as this was, the Planning Sub-

Committee would have to cope with this new situation. He felt that except for major 

issues such as the Gateway and Meadow Way applications most of the   

comments/objections on Planning Applications within the Parish made by the 

Parish Council were not listened to by the Borough Council and had very little 

impact. The Borough Councillors present could not agree with the Chairman’s 

comments and wished to disassociate themselves from them. 

181/10/17. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None registered 

182/10/17. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

None registered 

183/10/17. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

Borough – the Borough Council was about to move into ‘Castle House’, its new 

premises. There had been some spatial issues but it was hoped this move would take 

place by the end of the month. 

County – Employment figures were up and the numbers of those claiming Universal 

Credit had  fallen. The County was reconvening the Healthwatch Service, from 

1.4.18, this to be delivered in a better way which would be responsive to people’s 

needs. Ofsted had rated the County’s Child Protection service ‘good’. In reply to a 

question about Manor Rd, County Cllr Northcott reported that he was actively 

chasing the improvements promised and although he could not guarantee these 

would take place this year, he hoped it would be next year.    

‘My Staffordshire’ app – County Cllr Northcott would be pleased to have any 

feedback on this, especially as to whether it was helpful for Parish Councils. 

184/10/17. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

The Management Committee of the Lakeside development had enquired if 

weedkilling could be arranged. It was agreed that this would not be possible as it 

might set a precedent.  

185/10/17. To confirm the date of the next Regular Meeting as Wednesday  1st 

November  2017 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 
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