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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 2nd November  2016 

It was noted with much regret that, since the Parish Council had last met, Don 

Lawton had died and the Parish Council wished to put on record its appreciation of 

the tremendous contribution Don had made to the local community for a number of 

years. 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman). Cllrs Corbett, Davies, Evans, Parker. Peddie. Pedley 

and Perry. County Cllr David Loades, Borough Cllr Panter.  

180/11/16. To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from Borough Cllr Northcott 

181/11/16. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

It was noted that two Councillors had financial interests in two matters discussed. 

182/11/16. To hold the informal Local Forum 

No parishioners were present 

183/11/16. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on September 8th 2016 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

184/11/16. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

164/10/16. Footpath at Madeley Croft. It was recommended that Whitmore Parish 

Council agree to purchase a new stile at ‘Madeley Croft’ that would have the 

approval of  users and the landowner and that Staffs County Council Rights of Way 

Dept would install the stile. This was agreed although it was to be Minuted that this 

solution was to resolve a particular problem and did not constitute a precedent. 

As a result of other correspondence received regarding Footpaths, the Clerk would 

arrange a meeting with an officer from the Rights of Way Dept for a general 

discussion about footpaths across the Parish. 

99/6/16. Network Rail. A meeting had been arranged for 8.11.16 to discuss the 

overgrown vegetation in Jubilee Gardens and also the dead tree in Station Cottages. 

177/10/16. Overhead barriers at the Village Hall. The Village Hall Committee had 

been reluctant to consider any overhead barrier at the entrance of the Village Hall 

as this would cause problems for the Recycling vehicles. However, should 

circumstances change, they would be prepared to consider this again, 

178/10/16. Hallowe’en. The Clerk had been assured by the  Rector and also by the 

Headteacher at Baldwins Gate School that the celebration of Hallowe’en was not 

encouraged by the school. 

172/10/16 Neighbourhood Development Plan: Questionnaires.  The Steering Group 

now planned to arrange a meeting for all three Parish Councils to look at the results 

from the questionnaire; this meeting to be scheduled for the New Year.   

185/11/16. To receive the Chairman’s report 

Gateway Avenue Development. Kier had now received full Planning Permission for 

109 dwellings and it was expected that work would be starting quite soon at this site. 

HS2. The Consultation Event on 30th September had been followed up with a series 

of ‘Information Support Presentations’ for residents. Thanks were expressed to Bill 

Murray and Sheila Ramage who did an excellent job in leading the presentations. 

Their hard work and effort was commended.  A meeting had also been held with 
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representatives from Staffs County Council and Newcastle Borough to ensure that 

the level of harm to be inflicted on Whitmore Parish was appreciated. Madeley 

Parish Council was also represented at this meeting and it was understood that a 

detailed response was being sent from Staffs CC to HS2. A meeting with Sir Bill 

Cash MP had also taken place: at this meeting the Chairman of Whitmore Parish 

Council had referred to two possible alternatives which could potentially mitigate 

the harm to Whitmore Parish and he gave this information to Sir Bill, who was 

going to refer it to the Secretary of State, Chris Grayling. The response to the 

Consultations prepared by the Chairman had been circulated for comment; this 

response was now agreed and would be sent to HS2 before the Nov 7th deadline and 

would also be placed on the Parish Council website.  

Clerk’s reports 

186/11/16. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

A donation of £50 agreed for a wreath to be laid at War Memorial on Remembrance 

Sunday. Cheque for British Legion prepared.  

Payment of Accounts 

                                                                      £                         VAT               total 

From Lloyds Whitmore PC Grant Account 

   

     004          Whitmore Village Hall                                                              70 

     005          Judith Oppenheimer                                                                  11.20 

                    (admin) 

From Bank of Scotland Account 

      480          Whitmore Village Hall                                                            178 

                    (Hall hire) 

      481          Grant Thornton                200                           40                  240 

                     (annual Audit) 

      482       Barry Adams                                                                              685.04 

      483       Barry Adams                                                                              288 

                      (extra work as directed) 

      484        Mrs W Kinson                                                                           375 

      485        TCE                                     105                          21                   126 

                    (extra sign for NUL School) 

      486        Cybernautix Ltd                 100                         20                    120 

                        (website hosting) 

     487         British Legion                                                                              50 

     488         Cllr Geoff Corbett                                                                     170 

                       (Wayside Nativity) 

Receipts 

7.10.16    £20 (ticket sales following Festival) 

Other Financial Business 

Community Chest – no applications yet received 

Annual audit papers returned – certificate displayed on notice boards and put on 

website 
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Correspondence received warning that changes may be made to next year’s 

Concurrent Functions Grant (currently £3,256) 

Pensions – Declaration of Compliance started 27.10.16. Now awaiting Staging Date 

(1.2.17) before we can proceed. 

VAT returns for period 1/4/16 – 30/9/16 completed. Total of £876.73 requested. 

Portable PA system. It was proposed that a Portable PA system be purchased; this 

was agreed. 

187/11/16. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Correspondence and material received during October as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report was noted. 

188/11/16. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA16/00676REM. Gateway Ave development, reserved matters. Permitted 21.10.16 

PA16/00711FUL. 6 Field Close. No objection registered but comments made 7.10.16 

PA16/00810FUL  ‘Fairbanks’ Acton. Comment by 11.11.16 

Group reports 

189/11/16. Parish Appearance 

The proposal for roadside white gates and the quotation for these were agreed. 

The decision regarding additional grass cutting was left with the Chairman of 

Parish Appearance. 

It was agreed to undertake moss treatments from A53 into Dale Close, in Jubilee 

Gardens and on a small amount of Appleton Drive. 

It was agreed to make further Recommendations, notably about the trees in Jubilee 

Gardens, following a site meeting there, arranged for 8.11.16. 

Bulbs requested under the Assisted Planting scheme were expected imminently. 

190/11/16. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

 Cllr Parker was appointed to attend Steering Group meetings as Cllr Perry was not 

able to attend them all due to another commitment, but he would remain the lead 

contact for Whitmore Parish Council. It was brought to Whitmore Parish Council’s 

attention that there is a complete lack of support within Newcastle Borough Council 

for the Neighbourhood Development Plan: the Parish Council finds this totally 

unacceptable and the situation needs to be addressed. It was recognized that 

Loggerheads Parish Council had moved ahead very quickly with their Plan but they 

had started earlier and had the personnel available who were able to do this. The 

three parishes involved in the Chorlton,Maer and Whitmore Neighbourhood Plan 

did not have personnel available and it had been clearly stated at the start of the 

process that it would be the responsibility of the Steering Group to take the project 

forward.  

Heritage and Character Assessment. This had been circulated and praise offered to 

the Steering Group for the excellent job that had been achieved with this. The 

Recommendation that the Whitmore Village Design Statement needed to be updated 

and expanded to include the whole Neighbourhood Plan Area was noted .  

191/11/16. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 
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It had been agreed at a meeting of the sub-committee that another Festival should 

be organized and the date of 15 -22nd September 2018 was set provisionally. 

Members from other local groups/organizations to be invited to join a Festival 

Committee. 

Christmas – it was now confirmed that the Christmas Tree lights would be switched 

on on Sunday 11th December at 6 pm. Arrangements for the electricity supply would 

need to be in place. The Sheet Anchor would provide refreshments. This event to be 

publicized as widely as possible. 

The sub-committee had discussed the possibility of a ‘Gate Festival’ but had 

reluctantly concluded that it was not feasible. 

The Festival sub-committee to be re-named ‘Community Events’ sub-Committee 

now the Festival was over. 

192/11/16. To consider any other Planning matters 

none 

193/11/16. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None received 

194/11/16. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

None received 

195/11/16. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

Borough –Complaints were still being received about the new recycling 

arrangements. 

In response to a question, it was understood that the proposed Bellway development 

(for the end of Meadow Way) was still in discussion. 

County –  County Cllr Loades extended an invitation to Councillors to attend a 

                   Meeting with Highways Officials. This invitation was accepted . 

                 A number of gullies had recently been cleared.  

                 It was hoped that the drains repair needed at Butterton would be 

                 completed in the New Year. 

                A question was asked about whether Three Mile Lane might have a weight  

                Limit imposed. Also whether warning signs for deer might be needed. 

                At present, the County Council provides credits to the borough Council to  

               Clear up green waste. This would cease by the end of 2017.  

               Under the ‘green Space Strategy’, it was worth considering registering  

               Chapel Green for Village Green status – Clerk to investigate. 

               A Social Care review was due to take place on Whitmore Heath and in the    

New Year, 2 meetings a month for 3 months to be arranged. 

               County Cllr Loades offered to make a portable PA available to the Parish  

              Council by arrangement (see 186/11/16 – purchase might not be needed) 

              CCTV cameras – application to Local Members’ Community Fund –  

              County Cllr Loades requested another copy of original Application. 

196/11/16. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

Next Newsletter – any copy to be sent as soon as possible.  

‘Doctors’ Surgery’ sign. Following an incident at Baldwins Gate surgery, the 

surgery would be requesting the removal of this sign.  

197/11/16. To confirm the date of the next Regular Meeting as Wednesday  7th 

December 2016 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 
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