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                                      WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 4
th

 November 2015. 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman), Cllrs Alcock, Corbett, Davies, Evans, Oppenheimer and 

Pedley. Borough Cllr Northcott and County Cllr Loades. 

181/11/15. To receive and approve apologies for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Peddie. 

182/11/15. To receive Declarations of Interest 

None declared 

183/11/15. To hold the informal Local Forum 

Mr Alan Wilkinson was present; he gave a Report from the Rural Runabout 

Management Group of which he has been a member for many years on behalf of 

Whitmore Parish Council and he signified his willingness to relinquish this position 

should any of the present Parish Council wish to become a member. It was agreed 

that Cllr Oppenheimer would take Mr Wilkinson’s place on the Management 

Group. Mr Wilkinson also updated the Parish Council on his complaint concerning 

numerous Planning matters at Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council; this had 

now reached Ombudsman level. Finally, he asked the Parish Council to re-consider 

its position regarding the Whitmore Estate ‘Colourville’ Festival and call a Public 

Meeting as soon as possible. (Whitmore PC decision: see below) 

184/11/15. To approve the minutes of the Meeting held on 7
th

 Oct 2015 

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

185/11/15. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

It was noted that John Booth, a previous Chairman of Whitmore PC had died, and 

a Councillor would be attending his funeral to represent Whitmore Parish Council. 

168/10/15 ‘Colourville’ . The organizers of the festival had been present at the same 

time, at the Parish Council’s request,  at the Information Event held by Kier 

Housing on October 13
th

, to answer questions and deliver information about the 

proposed Festival. In the event, the second Licensing Application had been 

withdrawn and it was now understood that a new Application has been made and 

would be  heard by the Licensing Committee on 6.12.15. Any comments would need 

to be sent to Newcastle Borough Council by 29.11.15. It was noted that the Scouts 

were interested in participating in the Festival.  A meeting of the Strategic Action 

Group (looking at various issues connected to the Application) was scheduled for 

23.11.15 and it was agreed that two Councillors would attend. Following discussion, 

it was agreed that the decision made at the September Meeting , that an Information 

Meeting for Whitmore residents would be held when more details of the festival 

were known, still stood (February  2016?). Information about the Application, 

including the relevant dates would be placed in the bus shelters, on the website and 

in the Parish Council notice boards, and the Clerks of the other local Parish 

Councils would be informed.  

168/10/15. Football posts. No decision had been made; it was reported that funds 

might be available and more information could be obtained from the Playing Fields 

Association. 
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168/10/15. Information had been obtained from two different companies regarding a 

new noticeboard for Whitmore Village and a quotation was being prepared. 

173/10/15. A manageable solution had been found to the problem of sourcing 

electricity for a Christmas Tree on Chapel Green, thanks to  local residents  ; a Risk 

Assessment would be necessary. It was agreed to purchase a large Christmas tree 

and lights , the cost would be covered from the ‘Community Events’ budget. It was 

still hoped to place a Nativity Scene on the site, but this had not been possible this 

year. 

173/10/15. The licensee of the ‘Sheet Anchor’ was prepared to host an event 

including the switching on of Christmas lights and some carol singing. The Rector 

had given his agreement and this event was now arranged for Sunday 6
th

 December 

at 6 pm. In view of the decision to purchase a second Christmas Tree, some thought 

was still needed about how to co-ordinate the event . 

186/11/15. To receive the Chairman’s Report 

Following the consultative event organized by the Kier Group regarding the 

Gateway Ave development, a detailed response from Whitmore Parish Council and 

Baldwins Gate Action Group had been sent to Hourigan Connelly and to Kier. 

Acton Green Waste site – the County Council Committee dealing with this was 

about to meet , so a decision was expected concerning the change in the conditions of 

opening at the site. Whitmore PC fully supports the concerns of the residents of 

Acton in this matter and County Cllr Loades would be attending the Committee 

meeting. 

Parking at the Sheet Anchor. The new licensee foresees problems with the existing 

car park and has asked if it might be possible to use some car parking spaces at the 

Village Hall for staff car parking. This was to be discussed at the next Village Hall 

Committee meeting on 5.11.15. The possibility of re-instating the 2
nd

 exit at the 

Sheet Anchor car park was raised although this no longer seemed practical. 

Updates on Highways matters were distributed.   

Clerk’s Reports 

187/11/15. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Office supplies purchased 

Wreath for Remembrance Day – cheque for Royal British Legion (£50 suggested) 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                            £                               VAT                             total 

         367         Barry Adams                                                                                 685.04 

         368         NULBC                    261                              52.50                         313.20 

         369         W Kinson                                                                                       350 

         370          W Kinson                                                                                        11.56 

               (Office supplies) 

(NB new cheque book) 

        371           Royal British Legion                                                                      50 

        372           Emery pest Control                                                                        40 

                        (mole control) 

Receipts 
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Forms completed for VAT returns, April – September 2015. An amount of £277.26 

claimed 23.10.15. 

 

Other financial matters 

Papers for Precept 2016/17 likely to be received during September so Financial 

matters for the next financial year need to be considered soon. 

188/11/15. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

Material and correspondence received during October, as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report was noted; this included: 

- Heritage Lottery Fund presentation attended by Clerk and Councillors. 

Possible applications to the Fund being considered. 

- Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday and the laying of a wreath from 

Whitmore PC. 

- Possibility of personal email addresses via the Parish Council website 

discussed. 

- Community Chest. Applications for Community Chest welcomed; the Scouts 

had been given an Application Form. 

189/11/15. Town and Countryside Planning 

Note: all Planning Applications which involve a property within our parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA15/00862FUL. Long Meadow, Baldwins Gate. No objection, but comments made 

                                                                                                          15.10.15 

PA15/00541OUT. The Cottages, Baldwins Gate. Outline permission given 15.10. 15 

PA15/00819FUL   Lilac Cottage, Acton. Strong objection, 22.10.15 

PA15/00933FUL. Land at Chapel Cottage, Baldwins Gate. This PA replaces 

PA15/00672FUL (withdrawn). Same strong objection sent 3.11.15. 

Group Reports 

190/11/15 Parish Appearance 

The Chairman of the Parish Appearance Committee had circulated a detailed 

Report. It was agreed that a series of letters would be drafted and sent to Staffs 

County Highways acknowledging the good work that the County Highways Team 

had achieved. 

The bus shelters had been restored to a very high standard. Matters regarding the 

roundabout on the Trentham Rd were ongoing, as was the hope that the 

Lengthsman’s Agreement could be paid in one annual lump sum.  It was agreed that 

County Cllr Loades would take a look at the triangle in Butterton to see what could 

be achieved there. 

191/11/15. Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The Chairman of the Steering Group had circulated a detailed Report. The next 

stage for the Steering Group would be a series of Roadshows across the three 

parishes. A list of requirements had been sent to the Borough Council; so far, their 

response had been less than satisfactory. 

192/11/15. Any other Planning Matters 

None to report 
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193/11/15. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote 

None received 

194/11/15. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate 

None received 

195/11/15. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and officials 

County Cllr Loades had requested that the junction of the A51/53 (at Blackbrook) 

be reviewed. He also reported on: 

 His involvement with a Working Group concerned with HGV usage. 

Mental Health issues – there were significant changes planned, particularly in the 

rural areas with advice clinics and drop-in centres planned for Madeley and 

Loggerheads. 

Unemployment had again dropped but there had also been some job losses. 

New houses – Cllr Loades was trying to change the existing housing policies 

Borough Cllr Northcott reported his own concerns about new housing, with 55 

further new houses planned in Loggerheads. Regarding Mental Health, the North 

Staffs Health Care Trust had presented its findings which had highlighted the long 

wait for appointments  and  the need for better access to clinics. Owing to specific 

concerns, the Youth Council had been asked to produce a report and plans for the 

re-location of vulnerable people were coming before the Borough Council’s Cabinet 

shortly. 

In reply to a question about HS2, the questioner was advised to write to the local 

MP.   

 

196/11/15. Any other business 

None 

197/11/15. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 2
nd

 December 

2015 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 


