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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 3rd May 2017 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman).  Cllrs Corbett,Peddie  and Perry. County Cllr David 

Loades, Borough Cllrs Northcott and Panter.  

72/5//17 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from Cllrs Davies, Evans and Pedley 

73/5/17. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

None declared 

74/5/17. To hold the informal Local forum 

No parishioners were present 

75/5/17. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5th April 2017 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

76/5/17. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

5.1.17. 

Electricity cables had now been removed from Chapel Green and stored in the 

Village Hall loft. It was felt to be desirable to label them, in case of loss. 

57/4//17. Co-option of Councillor 

It was hoped that prospective candidates would be attending the AGM and Parish 

Assembly later in the month. 

40/3/17 Standing Orders 

The revised version of the Parish Council’s Standing orders was ratified; thanks 

expressed to the Councillor who had taken the lead on this and copies would now be 

circulated. 

57/4/17 CCTV 

The replacement Digital recorder was to be installed shortly. 

61/4/17. Footpaths. 

The documents regarding the Community Bids initiative had been circulated. 

56/4/17. Recycling. 

The letter sent following last month’s Council meeting (56/4/17) had been 

acknowledged. More complaints had been received from residents regarding 

various aspects of the new recycling system and Borough Councillors were actively 

involved in trying to resolve individual complaints. It was noted that , due to a 

change of policy, Council recycling lorries were now not collecting directly from 

Private Roads and it was noted again that the letters sent to householders informing 

them of this change of policy had been sent without Borough Councillors’ 

agreement.  

77/5/17. To receive the Chairman’s report 

Kier Development, Gateway Avenue. 

At the recent meeting with Kier, the following updates were given: 

The foul and surface drains were in place and will be connected in mid-June, other 

services were scheduled for later this month. The first ‘footing’ trenches have been 

dug and brickwork would be commencing on 22nd May. Heavy vehicle deliveries to 

the site would begin at the end of June; these would include large quantities of ‘sub-
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soil’.  The on-site ‘Sales and Marketing’ suite will be open for business at the end of 

June. 

Other issues raised included the need for improvements to the junction of Gateway 

Avenue and the A53, the need for a ‘pedestrian refuge’ in the middle of the A53 to 

enable heavy lorries to turn left out of the site, the need for ‘speed calming 

measures’ at each end of the village and the continuing concerns over the 

inadequacy of the sewerage system. 

Sewerage system concern. 

Further updates from Severn Trent were expected and there was still widespread 

concern about the system’s overall capacity. This could have implications not only 

for the Gateway Ave site but also for the proposed Bellway Meadow Way site, if 

permitted. Although Severn Trent had requested a Grampian style Condition to be 

applied if the Bellway development is permitted (preventing occupancy until the 

system is updated, which could be early 2020), the planners have refused this. In 

order that Building Regulations could be fully complied with,  a further meeting 

would be needed to clarify the legal situation with the water/sewerage authorities. 

Bellway development, Meadow Way. 

There was still no date set for this Planning Application to come before the Planning 

Committee. The Parish Council had sent in a Supplementary objection. 

A demonstration involving an HGV had taken place which showed the difficulties of 

heavy vehicles entering and exiting Meadow Way from the A53. 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

The recently-distributed Newsletter had included an article and an insert from the 

Steering Group and there had been a helpful and useful meeting with Borough 

Council representatives to discuss the Housing Needs Assessment. 

HS2 

There was still no proof that the possibility of a longer, deeper tunnel was being 

evaluated and this was disappointing. It was understood that Sir Bill Cash would be 

bringing MPs on the HS2 Committee to visit the area. 

Clerk’s reports 

78/5//17. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Stationery supplies and postage for Newsletters (£47.07) 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                         £                           VAT                                 total 

From Lloyds PC Grant Account 

   No payments this month. 

      

From Bank of Scotland Account 

               535       VAST                 25                               5                                       30 

                   (payroll servies) 

               536      W Kinson                                                                                     400 

               537      W Kinson                                                                                       47.07 

                   (stationery and postage) 

               538      Prof John Eve                                                                              120 

                        (internal audit) 
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              539      The Printing House                                                                      219 

                     (Newsletter) 

              540     Zurich Municipal                                                                        1,345.94 

                      (annual insurance) 

         541     TCE                             105                             21                                  126 

                           (signs for NUL School for Trentham Rd roundabout) 

         542     Redmond Kemp                                                                                  910 

                   (replacement of rotten timber used as surrounds for the 

                     rubber playground flooring) 

543 Cheque cancelled 

544 Cropper Ground Maintenance Ltd 

                                                544.66                     108.93                             653.59 

                   

Receipts 

20.4.17 NULBC £2,795 (Borough Allowance) 

24.4.17  NULBC £25,462 (annual Precept) 

Other Financial Business 

 Annual Return – The Annual Return was approved and signed by the Chairman 

and the Clerk (as Responsible Financial Officer) 

79/5/17. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Material and correspondence received during April as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report  was noted. This included the information that Community Chest 

grants would no longer be available and were being replaced by ‘The Lyme 

Lottery’, an online community lottery, details to be announced in June. 

80/5/17. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA17/00234FUL. Longridge, Eastwood Rise. No objection but comments made 

PA16/01101FUL. Bellway development, Meadow Way. Supplementary objection 

sent 26.4.17 

PA17/00273FUL. Cross Wynds, Manor Rd. No objection registered 30.4.17. 

Group reports 

81/5/17. Parish Appearance 

Cropper Grounds Maintenance, the new maintenance contractors, had now 

completed their first month; they had returned to rectify problems that the hand-

over period had, perhaps inevitably, caused. As the Grounds Maintenance 

specification was so comprehensive, it was hoped that as long as the Company 

fulfilled the detail in the specification, they would prove satisfactory.  

82/5/17. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

83/5/17. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

nothing to report.  

84/5/17. To consider any other Planning matters 

none 
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85/5/17. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None. 

86/5/17. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

Walking Football – some interest had been shown in organizing local sessions and a 

Coach might be available. 

87/5/17. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

County.  Funds might be available for the ‘Walking Football’ project (see above). 

The Youth Bus would be running again from Half-Term. 

Borough. Concern had been expressed by the local Borough Councillors about the 

amount of money being spent to refurbish Kidsgrove Baths and the lack of money 

spent on Sports facilities in the rural areas. 

The Parish Council was advised that there was now a very strict guillotine in effect 

with regard to the comments on Planning Applications sent in by Parish Councils 

and comments received after the deadline had passed would not be considered. 

As this was the last meeting that County Cllr Loades would attend as a County 

Councillor, the Chairman thanked him for all his help and support over the years 

with regard to County issues.   

88/5/17. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

Newsletter – Although the current issue had been produced and distributed 

satisfactorily, it was recognized that a new system would need to be put in place as 

the editor had signified his desire to retire from the Parish Council at the AGM. 

Thanks were expressed to all the distributors. 

Concern was expressed about various issues at the Royal Stoke Hospital and advice 

was given to contact the Director of Nursing and to check the Hospital website for 

the Complaints Procedure. 

Repairs to Playground Equipment 

A quotation for repairs to play equipment, highlighted in the Annual inspection was 

authorized and quotes for re-painting the ‘igloo’ climbing frame would be brought 

to the next meeting. 

89/5/17. The date of the next Regular Meeting was confirmed as Wednesday  6th 

June 2017 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. The Annual General Meeting would be 

Wednesday 24th May at 7 pm, followed at 7.30pm by the annual Parish Assembly. 

These to take place in Baldwins Gate Methodist Chapel. 

 

 


