
                              WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 2
nd

 March 2016. 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman), Cllrs Corbett, Davies, Evans, Peddie, Pedley. Borough 

Cllr Northcott and County Cllr Loades 

36/3/16. To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Parker. 

37/3/16. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

None declared 

38/3/16. To hold the informal Local Forum 

No parishioners were present. 

Trevor Nicoll, Head of Recycling at Newcastle Borough Council gave details and 

took questions about the changes to the recycling and waste collection services 

which would be occurring from July 2016.  Leaflets detailing the changes would go 

to every household after Easter and the new receptacles would be delivered in June.  

39/3/16. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6
th

 January 2016. 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

40/3/16. To consider matters arising from the Minutes. 

20/2/16. HS2. A meeting had been arranged with HS2 officials for 10
th

 March at 9.30 

am. The intention was to walk the proposed route. Members of the Parish Council 

plus members of the HS2 Action Committee would be present. 

22/2/16. More litter-picking sticks had been obtained 

22/2/16. Footpath Meadow Way/Moss Lane. The paperwork had now been sent to 

Staffs County Council 

22/2/16, Notice board in Whitmore Village – decision next month, following end of 

Financial Year. 

24/2/16. Community Chest. Both applications authorized last month had been 

awarded - £500 to Whitmore Scout Group for camping equipment and £300 to 

Whitmore ‘Stay and Play’ (via Village Hall bank account) for toys and equipment. 

22/2/16. Speed calming measure, Manor Rd. This matter was ongoing. 

24/2/16. CCTV at the Village Hall. The CCTV company was coming back to re-

survey the premises and it was hoped this matter would be sorted out shortly.   

41/3/16. To receive the Chairman’s Report 

‘Waiting Limited’ sign at Station Stores. 

Staffs County Council had authorized a ‘Waiting Limited’ sign to be displayed in 

the lay-by outside Station Stores; this sign to state that waiting was to be limited 

between the hours of 9 am to 5 pm. The owner of Station Stores was querying these 

hours and wanted them to reflect the hours the shop was open (that is 7 am – 7 pm) 

and had taken this up with the County Council. The Chairman recognized that 

parking in this area was likely to be an ongoing and potentially worsening problem 

as the Management at the Sheet Anchor had informed staff that they would not be 

able to use the car parking facilities at the pub, so would need to park elsewhere. 

Gateway Ave development 

A detailed submission had been made jointly with the Baldwins Gate Action Group 

dealing with the Reserved Matters regarding this Planning Application and it was 



noted that the hedge had been removed presumably prior to providing temporary 

vehicle access   once construction of the development commenced. 

Clerk’s Reports 

42/3/16. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

none 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                              £                           VAT                     total 

           398       Playdale Playgrounds  195                        39                       234 

                   (annual inspection of equipment) 

           399        Barry Adams                                                                        685.04 

           400       NULBC                          104                       20.80                   124.80 

                   (emptying litter bin at Village Hall) 

           401        W Kinson                                                                               350 

           402       Society of Local Council Clerks                                           187 

                     (subscription) 

           403       Staffs Parish Councils Assoc                                                   20 

                      (new Cllr Training) 

           404      Cybertnautix                 100                        20                        120 

                    (website hosting) 

           405       Community Council of Staffs                                               450 

               (Rural Place profile – from NDP Budget) 

           406        Richard Oppenheimer                               3.40                   270.49 

             (re-imbursement for NDP purchases) 

           407      AJB reprographics Ltd                                                         399.74 

                    (banners – for NDP) 

    (cheques 406 and 7 also from NDP Budget) 

Receipts 

12.2.16 - £1,500 NDP grant received from Groundwork UK 

Other Financial Matters. 

Community Chest. 

£500 awarded to Whitmore Scouts and £300 awarded to Whitmore ‘Stay and Play’ 

via Whitmore Village Hall Committee bank account. 

Bank of Scotland 

There were considerable problems with opening a second account (for NDP funds) 

with the Bank of Scotland and it was hoped that these would be resolved by the 

Clerk and the Chairman before the next meeting. 

Play Equipment and Trim Trail expenses 

The detailed report received from Playdale following the annual inspection had 

shown the equipment to be in good working order with only minor work needed; 

quotations for this work to be obtained from Barry Adams and also from Newcastle 

Borough Council. 

43/3/16. To receive the Clerk’s Report 

Correspondence and material received during February as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report was noted. 

44/3/16.  Town and Countryside Planning 



Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA15/01121FUL. Acton Hill Barn. No objection to balcony but objections to garage. 

Registered 26.2.16. 

PA16/00086REM. 4 new dwellings at Watering Close (outline permission already 

granted). No objection registered 26.2.16. 

Group Reports 

45/3/16. Parish Appearance 

Grounds Maintenance Contract 

Mr B Adams would be offered the one year extension to the Grounds Maintenance 

Contract, allowable under the existing contract arrangements, this to cover the 

period until March 2017. A letter of appointment and revised Bill of Quantities to be 

sent to Mr Adams: this was agreed. 

Cllr Carl Evans would be Supervising Officer for the new contract year: this was 

agreed. 

Butterton Triangle. 

It was agreed that grass cutting of the Butterton Triangle  be included in the Parish 

Upkeep budget for this financial year; the proposal being to cut the grass six times a 

year, at a cost per cut of £17.00  

Playing Field 

A review of the condition of the Parish Playing Field was ongoing. There would be 

the cost of £50 for a survey. 

Pumping Station, Meadow Way 

Improvements to the appearance of this area were shortly to be made, following 

discussion with Rob Steele, Highways Officer, with estimated costs of £200. 

Trentham Rd Roundabout. 

Following discussions with Staffs County Highways, agreement has been reached 

whereby the Parish Council will take on responsibility for arranging the grass 

cutting and general grounds maintenance of the roundabout. It was agreed that 

there would be six cuts a year at a cost of £35 per cut, an annual cost of £210. It was 

agreed that a letter now be sent to Newcastle Borough Council informing the 

Council of this new situation and asking that any existing sponsorship agreements 

regarding this roundabout cease by 31
st
 March 2016: enquiries then to be made 

regarding Planning permission necessary for erecting signs on the roundabout. 

The Clerk was requested to send letters to the Mainwaring Arms asking if the car 

park area could be tidied and also to the Manager of the green waste site at Acton 

asking him to meet with the Chairman of the Parish Council and also County Cllr 

Loades.    

46/3/16. Neighbourhood Development Plan 

There had been several changes in the membership of the Steering Group. 

Information Leaflets about the NDP were being delivered to every household. 

An event was to be held at Baldwins Gate School on 13
th

 April, with the aim of 

involving  parents and children with the NDP. 



County Cllr Loades confirmed that he would be able to assist the Working Party 

financially: he had access to £10,000 in funding, and intended to direct £5,000 to the 

Loggerheads NDP and £5,000 to the Chorlton/Maer and Aston/Whitmore NDP.   

It was agreed that a £20 donation be made to Butterton Church for hosting a NDP 

roadshow there; this to come from NDP funds.    

47/3/16. Community Events 

Plans for the Information Day on 12
th

 March were well advanced and Councillors 

offered their help on the day. 

Plans for the Festival (10
th

 – 17
th

 September) were also progressing and the Festival 

sub-committee would need to meet again shortly.  

48/3/16. Any other Planning Matters 

none received 

49/3/16. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote 

none received 

50/3/16. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

None received 

51/3/16. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and officials 

Borough Cllr Northcott reported that Borough Councillors were about to go into 

the period of purdah prior to the elections in May. He warned that the perimeters 

regarding Section 106 were being changed and requests for section 106 agreements 

regarding Planning Applications in the Parish should be very specific.  

The Joint Local Plan was reaching its next stage. 

The Budget for 2016/17 had been passed. 

County Cllr Loades voiced concerns regarding the level of local policing; he also 

voiced his frustration with County Highways, as he felt he was not getting sufficient 

support from this department and he was due to hold a meeting regarding the work 

of the County Highways Team. He had held a meeting with First Buses, which had 

been positive, and still hoped to organize a ‘loop’ bus which would serve 

Loggerheads/Baldwins Gate/Newcastle/Madeley. 

With regard to the Joint Local Plan, he suggested getting a sub-group together to go 

through this in more detail.   

52/3/16. Any other business 

All copy for the next newsletter to be sent as soon as possible. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman was recorded. 

53/3/16. The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 6
th

 April  2016 at 

7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall,  


