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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 5th July 2017 

 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman). Cllrs Corbett, Davies,  Peddie. Pedley and Perry.  

Borough Cllrs Loades and Panter  

The Chairman proposed that Mr Daryl Harvey and Mr Graham Hutton be co-

opted to fill the two existing vacancies on Whitmore Parish Council. This was 

seconded and unanimously agreed. Mr Harvey and Mr Hutton signed Declarations 

of Office, as did the Clerk, and the two new Councillors were welcomed by the 

Chairman. 

110/7/17 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from County Cllr Northcott 

111/7/17. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

Declarations of Interest were recorded in connection with business arising from the 

Local Forum. 

112/7/17. To hold the informal Local forum 

The owners of Baldwins Gate Filling Station were present to discuss their planning 

application for a change of use (PA17/00449COU), to include a café/take-away 

facilities. 

113/7/17. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7th June 2017, 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

114/7/17. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

61/4/17 Footpaths. It was hoped to arrange a meeting with the Loggerheads 

Footpaths Group. 

Several of the local footpaths were overgrown; the Clerk would report these to the 

Rights of Way Department. 

86/5/17 Walking Football Information still being gathered. 

88/5/17 Playground Equipment.  It was agreed that there were several matters that 

needed discussion which the usual monthly meeting of the Parish Council did not 

have the time to consider properly. Therefore it was agreed to hold a ‘Strategy 

Meeting’ in August for proper consideration of these matters: dates to be explored 

and an Agenda produced. 

57/4/17 CCTV. The need for signage stating the presence of CCTV cameras was 

agreed; this to be discussed with the Village Hall Committee and, as long as they 

were in agreement, signs to be purchased and installed. 

95/6/17 HS2 Meeting. A meeting had been arranged for Friday July 7th; members of 

the Action Group would be  present, along with Sir Bill Cash MP. 

115/7/17. To receive the Chairman’s report 

Baldwins Gate Sewerage system concern 

Severn Trent has confirmed that the current capacity of the treatment plant is 

insufficient to cope with the extra load that will be placed on the system if the 

proposed Bellway development off Meadow Way is permitted and that its current 

project to uprate it will not be completed until April 2020. As a result it is seeking 

Newcastle Borough Council’s agreement that if the development is permitted, a 
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Condition will delay any occupation of the dwellings until after that date. The 

applicant is contesting the validity of using any such Condition. Correspondence 

between all parties has taken place and the Borough Council has yet to take a 

position on the issue. This matter is ongoing.  

Bellway development on land off Meadow Way 

It is now expected that this will come before the Planning Committee on 18th July 

and it is hoped that Councillors will insist on a site visit. A meeting had taken place 

on site with Staffs C C Highways to express concerns about parking issues in 

Meadow Way and Tollgate Ave and, more specifically, look at safety and traffic 

disruption concerns if construction vehicles have to negotiate the A53/Meadow Way 

junction. A letter was subsequently written to confirm what it was believed had been 

agreed, notably that if the development is permitted, Staffs Highways would apply a 

Condition to prevent the use of Tollgate Ave by construction vehicles. No answer 

had to date been received.  

Parish Forum – Joint local Plan – meeting 6th July 

The Borough Council was  due to present the initial consultation Documents for the 

Draft Joint Local Plan, which in its finalized form will largely govern development 

within Newcastle Borough and the City of Stoke-on-Trent up until 2033. Councillors 

were urged to attend this important meeting and a detailed response to the Draft 

Plan would need to be submitted by Whitmore Parish Council. 

HS2 

A series of meetings were due to take place and the large bundle of documents 

relating to the Draft Bill were expected to arrive in the Parish later in the month. A 

new concern was the notice that some residents along Snape Hall Rd had received 

concerning acquisition of land fronting on to Snape Hall Rd. 

Clerk’s reports 

116/7/17. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

none 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                         £                           VAT                                 total 

From Lloyds PC Grant Account 

None from this Account. 

    

From Bank of Scotland Account   

    NB New cheque book. 

    551   SEI Electrical Contractors  150                       30                               180 

               (new CCTV contract) 

   552   SEI Electrical Contractors   423                       84.50                          507.60 

            (new CCTV recorder) 

  553    Information Commissioner                                                                     35 

            (subscription – data protection registration) 

  554   Mrs W Kinson                                                                                        400 

  555   NULBC                                  130.50                    26.10                         156.60 

          (weedkilling) 

556 Cropper Grounds 
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             Maintenance Ltd                 544.66                  108.93                         653.59 

557 Cropper Grounds 

             Maintenance Ltd                 145                        29                               174      

558    VAST                                         15                          3                                 18 

            (Payroll charges) 

559    transfer to Lloyds Account                                                                     238.20 

       (VAT reclaims due to NDP Grant Account)   

560     Slate Welding Services                                                                              50 

          (work on Playing Field)       

Receipts 

23.6.17     HMRC   £2,112.17 

(VAT reclaimed for the period 1.10.16 – 30.4.17) 

Other Financial Business 

Period of Inspection of Accounts open (3rd July to 11th August) as required. 

117/7/17. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Material and correspondence received during June as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report was noted. 

118/7/17. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA17/00445FUL, Plot 37, Birch Tree Lane. No comment registered 6.6.17 

PA17/00379FUL. Plot at Coneygreave Lane.No objection registered 12.6.17 

PA17/00367FUL.Monte Vista, Sandyfields. Permitted 22.6.17 

PA17/00277OUT. Holiday Lodge, Whitmore Riding School. Refused 19.6.17 

PA17/00449COU. Change of use, café/take-away. Baldwins Gate Filling Station. 

Comment by 14th July. 

Group reports 

118/7/17. Parish Appearance 

Two more meetings had taken place with the contractors and the Chairman of 

Parish Appearance felt that the concerns still being raised were being taken on 

board.  

Quotations had been received for re-painting the climbing frame on the playing 

Field – the Clerk would authorize . 

119/7/17. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

A meeting had been arranged with the Consultant who is working with the Steering 

Group, for a general update. The Chairmen of Chorlton Parish and Maer Parish 

Councils to attend, plus members of the Steering Group. 

120/7/17. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

An Information Day was to be held on Saturday 28th October. Organisations and 

Groups had been contacted to see if they wanted to participate 

A presentation regarding the new ‘Lyme Lottery’ had been attended and the 

information would be passed on to the Village Hall Committee. 
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121/7/17. To consider any other Planning matters 

Now that work had commenced on ‘The Whitmores’, the development next to the 

‘Sheet Anchor’, enquiries to be made about the details of the S106 agreement in 

relation to the Parish Council.  

It was anticipated that discussion of the Bellway Development (Meadow Way) 

would take place at the July 18th meeting of the Planning Committee of Newcastle 

Borough Council. 

122/7/17. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

none 

123/7/17. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

Strategy Meeting – see 114/7/17. 

124/7/17. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

Borough Cllr Loades reported on visits made to other local authorities, to compare 

working practice, particularly with regard to the practices of other Planning 

Departments and he had also visited the Planning Inspectorate  in Bristol. In 

Newcastle Borough, he had made visits with the Borough’s Enforcement Officer. He 

also commented on the Local Government Boundary Commission’s final 

recommendations  with regard to its Electoral Review of Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Concerns were expressed that Heavy Goods Vehicles were still using Woodside, 

despite the ban. Clerk to write to Mark Barlow, Staffordshire Police to express this 

concern. 

125/7/17. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

No other business. 

126/7/17. The date of the next Regular Meeting was confirmed as Wednesday  2nd 

August  2017 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 

 

 


