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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 4th January 2017 

 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman). Cllrs Corbett, Davies, Evans, Peddie. Pedley and Perry. 

County Cllr David Loades. 

1/1/17 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from Cllr Parker, Borough Cllrs Northcott 

and Panter. Cllr Parker had found it necessary to tender her resignation from the 

Parish Council due to other commitments; this was received with regret. 

2/1/17. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

none declared 

3/1/17. To hold the informal Local forum 

No parishioners were present 

4/1/17. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on November 2nd 2016 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

5/1/17. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

164/10/16. Footpaths. It was agreed to air the possibility of a ‘Footpaths group’ at 

the AGM, possibly inviting Rights of Way Officer, Paul Rochfort, to give a 

presentation. Mention to made of this in the next Newsletter.  

101/11/16. Christmas events. The event for switching-on the Christmas tree lights at 

the ‘Sheet Anchor’ had gone well, it had been well-attended and the new PA system 

had proved suitable. The Wayside Nativity on Chapel Green had received very 

positive feedback with many favourable comments. A letter of thanks to be written 

to the resident who had kindly allowed his electricity supply to be used for the 

Christmas Tree there. 

205/12/16. University of the Third Age. A meeting to discuss this further had been 

arranged for 31st January at 10 am in the Village Hall. Members of the Village Hall 

Committee to be informed in case they wished to attend. 

6/1/17. To receive the Chairman’s report 

HS2.  Concerning the two alternative local solutions pushed forward by Whitmore 

Parish Council, we have been advised that the ‘Atkins, Option 1’ has been rejected 

but understand that the use of a longer tunnel is still being evaluated. 

Parking and the ‘Sheet Anchor’. Serious concerns were expressed regarding various 

parking issues and the ‘Sheet Anchor’. Staff were continuing to park in nearby 

roads and grass verges (notably in Appleton Drive) were being damaged by vehicles 

parking on the turf, but unless obstructions were taking place, the Parish Council 

was powerless to act to prevent this. The Village Hall Committee had been asked to 

re-visit this subject to see if they could offer any help. It was noted that the Mobile 

Library would no longer be able to use the ‘Sheet Anchor’ car park and library 

staff had asked if this matter could be raised with the Village Hall Committee to see 

if the Library Van could park at the Village hall instead. The serious safety concern 

of lorries and vans parking outside the ‘Sheet Anchor’ was discussed in detail, in the 

light of numerous incidents being reported to the Police and correspondence 

received from the Police. County Cllr Loades would be speaking to Newcastle 
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Borough and to the Chief Constable about this matter; he also hoped to place 

cameras on this stretch of road. The  Clerk would write to the ‘Sheet Anchor’ 

management and the owners of Station Stores to inform them of the Parish 

Council’s serious safety concerns and it was hoped to arrange a meeting between 

Parish Councillors and the ‘Sheet Anchor’ management.    

Clerk’s reports 

7/1/17. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Stationery purchase of £16.55 plus stamps purchase (for newsletter delivery) of 

£68.20. A total of £84.75 requested. 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                         £                           VAT                                 total 

From Lloyds PC Grant Account 

   007     Urban Vision Enterprise   1,825.80             200                                2,025.89 

             (NDP support)                              (not whole of bill eligible for VAT) 

From Bank of Scotland Account 

   501       NULBC                           992                       198.40                            1,190.40 

                   (work on football pitch) 

  502       VAST                                  15                            3                                     18 

                  (payroll services) 

  503        Wendy Kinson                                                                                        375 

  504         Wendy Kinson                                                                                         84.75 

                     (purchases, as above) 

  505         Barry Adams                                                                                         685.04 

Receipts 

14.12.16. £690 received from County Cllr Loades’ Local Community Fund towards 

purchase of new CCTV cameras at the Village Hall 

Other Financial Business 

Finance meeting – a finance meeting, to discuss setting of the 2017/18 Precept and 

the budget for 2017/18 plus other financial matters was arranged. 

Community Chest update. An Application from Whitmore and District Indoor 

Bowling Club had been received, requesting £203.66 from Whitmore’s Community 

Chest allocation. This was approved by the Parish Council and would be sent to 

Newcastle Borough Council for authorization. 

Annual Inspection of Play/Adult exercise equipment. Information had been received 

from the current Inspectors (Playdale) of a reduction in costs for a long term 

agreement (three or five years), but it was agreed to continue this commission on an 

annual basis. 

8/1/17. To receive the Clerk’s report 

A copy of the Public Rights of Way Map relating to Whitmore Parish had been 

received from Staffs C C and will be posted on the Whitmore Parish Council 

website. 

Other correspondence and material received during December, as detailed in the 

circulated Clerk’s report, was noted.  

9/1/17. Town and Country Planning 
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Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA16/00974FUL. Monte Vista, Sandyfields. Strong objection sent 13.12.16 

PA16/00908FUL. 1 Acton Lane. Permitted 12.12.16 

PA16/00609FUL. Land adjacent Sheet Anchor. Permitted 16.12.16 

PA16/01055FUL. Acton Hill Barn. No objection registered 30.12.16 

PA16/01064FUL  Butters and Co. Demolition of workshop and Application for 

                                2 houses. Comment by 21.1.17 

APP/P3420/W/16/3163358. Planning Appeal – Slater’s, land and warehouse opposite 

                               Maerfield Gate Farm. Call for Appeal to be dismissed sent 3.1.17 

Group reports 

10/1/17. Parish Appearance 

The survey of trees in Jubilee gardens had taken place, advice had been given but it 

had been confirmed that all the trees were in good order. 

A draft Maintenance Contract would be ready for the next Parish Council meeting. 

The  traffic calming white gates placed on Manor Rd had disappeared. 

There was further discussion about  protection for the lay-bys in Acton and 

Butterton and the possibility of boulders being placed there to prevent damage was 

considered; quotes for this to be obtained.   

11/1/17. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

As  Cllr Parker had hoped to help with representation for the Parish Council on the 

NDP Steering Group (along with Cllr Perry), a replacement would be needed. It was 

agreed that other Parish Council members would attend as available.  

12/1/17. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

See 5/1/17. Nothing further to report 

13/1/17. To consider any other Planning matters 

none 

14/1/17. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None received 

15/1/17. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

Standing Orders. It was noted that the Parish Council Standing Orders had not 

been reviewed for ten years and it was agreed to see what changes needed to be 

made. 

16/1/17. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

The Planning Application for 99 houses at the end of Meadow Way had been 

authorized to proceed through the Planning process. 

The County’s Budget for 2017/18 had now been finalized.  

The request for a weight limit on Three Mile lane (213/12/16) was felt not to be 

justified and so had been turned down by Staffs Highways.  

17/1/17. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

No other business 

18/1/17. The date of the next Regular Meeting was confirmed as Wednesday  1st 

February 2017 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 
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