
                                   WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 8
th

 January 2014. 

A regular meeting of Whitmore Parish Council was held on Wednesday 8
th

 January 

2014 in the Whitmore and District Village Hall. 

 

Present  Cllr A Wilkinson (Chairman), Cllrs Pedley, Wheildon, Corbett, Alcock, 

Evans and Murray. County Cllr D Loades. 

1:1/14. To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr I Webb, Borough Cllr 

A Howells. 

2:1/14. To receive Declarations of Interest 

It was recognized that there was no need for Cllr Wheildon to Declare an Interest in 

matters concerning Keele. No other Interests were declared.  

3:1/14. To hold the informal Local Forum 

No parishioners were present. 

4:1/14. To approve the minutes of the Meeting held in December 2014 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

5:1/14.To consider Matters arising from the Minutes 

Following a positive response to the visit by Gareth Snell, Leader of Newcastle 

Borough Council, it was hoped to arrange a public event whereby he could speak to 

parishioners. 

204:12/13. The meeting about street lighting with the Village Appearance 

Committee had not yet taken place. 

207:12:13. Quotes were being received for an all-weather football pitch and it was 

hoped funding might be available for this. 

215:12/13. The Training Event on 17
th

 December had been attended by two 

Councillors and it was recognized that there was an urgent need to adopt an up-to-

date Code of Conduct. The Clerk distributed papers of two alternative Codes. (see 

also 14:1/14) 

215:12/13. The Parish Council’s response to the HS2 consultation was approved. 

Response to be sent in by 31
st
 January.  

6:1/14.  To consider Highway matters 

Various concerns were raised about Snape Hall Lane. A letter to be drafted and 

given to the Clerk who would send it to Jeff Green. 

7:1/14. To consider anti-social behaviour and Community Policing 

The Parish Speedwatch team was operational. 

8:1/14. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officers 

County Cllr Loades reported that Newcastle Borough now had a joint Core Spatial 

Strategy in place with Stoke-on-Trent. There was a review of all Community 

Centres taking place in the Borough and also a review of recycling. 

Across the County, all children’s resources were being reviewed and a consultation 

document would be coming out in the near future. Councillors were asked to have a 

look at this when it became available. 

County Cllr Loades received an update an continuing problems with the buses and 

he reported that, with the possible change to school buses, he was hopeful that a 

public bus route would be established between Whitmore and Madeley. 



9:1/14. To consider Youth and children’s Work 

The new Scout Group was about to start in Whitmore Village Hall. 

10:1/14. To receive an update on plans for the Whitmore festival 

Events for the Festival were being booked. £700 had been applied for from the Local 

Community Fund of County Cllr Loades; County Cllr Loades expected that this 

would be received, as he had passed it.  

11:1/14. To consider Village Appearance 

The Village Appearance sub-committee hoped to finalise documents to go out to 

Tender by the end of February, bringing proposals to the March meeting of 

Whitmore Parish Council. Typing of these documents was needed. 

Two quotes had been received for the removal of tree stumps in Appleton Drive and 

at the end of Gateway. (164:10/13). It was suggested, as these quotes were high, that 

the Clerk see if a ‘one-off’ payment might be available via the Lengthsman’s 

Scheme to help with the costs. 

The Clerk would contact Jeff Green about possible gritting of the Lakeside Estate. 

The request for help with funding for signs was currently with Officers at the 

Borough Council. 

Following a discussion about the possibilities of landscaping the grassed area 

opposite the Chapel in Baldwins Gate, it was suggested that the owners of Wilkins 

Pleck, who have much experience in landscaping, might be prepared to offer advice. 

The Clerk would write to them. 

Details had been received of this year’s Best Kept Village Competition but it was 

agreed that the village was not ready to enter this yet.  

12:1/14. To consider Village Hall, Recreation Field and Play Area matters 

Nothing further to report. 

13:1/14. To consider locality Action Partnership Matters. 

Nothing to report. LAP was due to meet the following day. 

14:1/14. To receive Reports from Councillors on any responsibilities not on the 

Agenda including Code of Conduct/ standards issues. 

Two alternative templates for a Code of Conduct were distributed, along with 

detailed Financial Regulations. It was recognized that a decision would need to be 

made and the preferred papers adopted as soon as possible. Newcastle Borough 

Council’s Monitoring Officer was to be asked to attend the next meeting of 

Whitmore Parish Council. 

The Clerk would check on the date of the next Parish Council elections. 

15:1/14. Town and Countryside Planning. 

Note: All Planning Applications which involve a proerty within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA13/00906/FUL Four Oaks, Manor Rd. No objection but comments made 21.12.13. 

PA13/00962/FUL Butterton Nurseries. No objection registered 3.1.14 

PA13/00948/FUL Bungalow 2, Park Rd Butterton, No comment registered 7.1.14. 

PA13/00426/OUT Gateway Avenue. No decision had been made at the previous 

night’s Planning Meeting – there was to be a site visit by the Planning Committee on 

18.1.2014. 



16:1/14. Financial Matters. 

Donations and Purchases 

No requests for donations or purchases. 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                                       £                           VAT                  total 

    158               City Signs                            40.80                       8.16                 48.96 

    159             MC landscaping                  165                           33                   198 

    160             MC Landscaping                 322                          64.40              386.40 

     161            Planit signs                           118                          23.60             141.60 

    162             Nigel Alldritt                                                                               382 

    163             W Kinson                                                                                     350 

    164             Lufton and associates                                                                 500 

                      (re Gateway Avenue) 

    165             B Adams and Son                                                                       150 

    166              Promap                                 15.30                        3.06              18.36 

    167             W Kinson                                                                                     12.37 

                       (Office supplies) 

    168             W Kinson                                                                                     14.76 

                       (photocopying) 

    169              Whitmore Village Hall                                                              40 

                          (Rent of Hall) 

Receipts 

£500 received from Local Members Community Fund for setting-up of new Scout 

Group 

£100 received from Chorlton Parish Council as contribution towards new dog waste 

bin on Chorlton Moss footpath. 

Other Financial Matters. 

Precept – meeting needed to finalise the 2014 Precept as soon as paperwork arrived. 

Budget would need to be authorized . It was agreed that a short meeting of the 

whole Council would be needed for this – Clerk to arrange as soon as paperwork in 

place. 

Community Chest – the Application authorized by Whitmore PC had not been 

authorized by Newcastle Borough. Clerk was making further enquiries. 

An Application had been received from Slater’s Bowling Club; Clerk needed to find 

out more information before this could be authorized. 

17:1/14. To receive the Clerk’s report 

The Clerk gave details of material and correspondence received during December 

as detailed in the circulated Clerk’s report. 

18:1/14. To note Councillors’ and the Clerk’s Planned Absences. 

These were noted. 

19:1/14. To confirm the date of the next meeting. 

The next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 5
th

 February 2014 at 7 pm in 

Whitmore Village Hall. 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10 pm. 


