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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 1st February 2017 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman). Cllrs Corbett,   Peddie. Pedley and Perry. County Cllr 

David Loades, Borough Cllr Panter 

19/2/17 To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and approved from Cllr Davies and Borough Cllr 

Northcott 

20/2/17. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

None declared 

21/2/17. To hold the informal Local forum. 

No parishioners were present. 

22/2/17. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4th January 2017 

The Minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

23/2/17. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

1/1/17. Co-option of Councillor. 

Following the displaying of the requisite notices regarding a vacancy, as no requests 

had been received for a by-election, the Parish Council was now able to consider co-

opting an eighth Councillor. Notices further advertising the vacancy to be displayed 

and this would be considered further at the next Parish Council meeting in March.  

164/10/16. Footpaths 

A new stile had been installed at Madeley Croft; Paul Rochfort (Rights of Way 

Officer) had confirmed that he would be prepared to give a presentation at the 

AGM to see if there was any interest in forming a ‘Footpaths Group’. 

205/12/16. University of the Third Age 

A useful meeting had taken place, with discussion about Whitmore becoming a 

‘satellite’ for Madelely U3A. It had been agreed to focus on this in the next 

Newsletter and, possibly at the AGM. 

15/1/17. Standing Orders. 

These had been considered in detail and a meeting would be held with the Clerk to 

make suggested revisions. These would then be brought before the whole Parish 

Council to be ratified. 

24/2/17. To receive the Chairman’s report 

Bellway Homes: Planning Application for 99 dwellings off Meadow Way. 

The Chairman reported on the well attended Meeting that had just taken place, 

called by the Baldwins Gate Action Group/2 to discuss this and formulate a 

response. A ‘Very Strong Objection’ would be sent to the Planning Department by 

the Parish Council  . A letter to be written to Severn Trent, highlighting several 

concerns of Whitmore Parish Council with regard to this possible new development 

and the Gateway  development already under construction as it was understood that 

the local Sewerage Treatment Plant was already overloaded. 

Parking and the ‘Sheet Anchor’ 

It was understood that the Police had spoken to the Sheet Anchor management and 

that they would now be prosecuting anyone parking illegally outside the Sheet 

Anchor. Thanks to the support of County Cllr Loades, who had taken a very active 
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part in arranging this, Staffs Highways were shortly going to install bollards on the 

pavement outside the Sheet Anchor entrance.   

Clerk’s reports 

25/2/17. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

No donations or purchases 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                         £                           VAT                                 total 

From Lloyds PC Grant Account 

   008      The Printing House        41                            8.20                                  49.20 

From Bank of Scotland Account 

   506      Transfer of £55.35 to Lloyds PC Account                                             55.35 

               (cheque signed 11.1.17) 

   507      The Printing House         70                          14                                      84 

              (NDP inserts for Newsletter) 

   508      The Printing House                                                                               219 

                 (Newsletter) 

   509      Whitmore Village Hall Committee                                                        30 

               (Rent) 

   510      Mrs W Kinson                                                                                        375 

   511      Staffs County Council                                                                            140 

                (new stile at Madeley Croft) 

   512       NULBC                         104                          20.80                                 124.80 

                (emptying bin on Recreation Ground) 

   513       Barry Adams                                                                                           702.04 

                (monthly amount plus extra work as directed) 

   514       Daniel James                 400                          80                                      480 

                (work in Jubilee Gardens) 

                                                                                            total                           2,210.19 

 

Receipts 

None 

Other Financial Business 

Finance meeting and Precept.  

At a Meeting of the Finance Committee held on 10th January 2017, it was resolved to 

recommend that a precept of £25,462 be requested from Newcastle Borough for the 

year 2017/18. This represented a rise of 4% which was deemed necessary as 

notification had been received that the Parish Council would be losing the Borough 

Allowance ( from Newcastle Borough, an annual amount of £3,256) and the 

Lengthsman’s Agreement (from Staffs C C, an annual amount of £1409), due to 

cuts. These two expected losses represented a loss of 16% income for the year 

available to the Parish Council, hence the need for an increase. The 

recommendation of the Finance Committee was passed unanimously and so a 

Precept of £25,462 would be requested for the year 2017/18.  

Community Chest update. 
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Whitmore Indoor Bowls Club had received the £203.66 requested (7/1/17) and had 

sent thanks. 

An Application from the Madeley Practice Patients’ Fund had been received , for 

new chairs at Baldwins Gate Surgery. An amount of £800 was requested; but as 

there was only £596.44 remaining, it was agreed that this Application be granted 

thus using the whole of the remainder of Whitmore’s allocation for the year 2016/17. 

Annual Inspection of Play/Adult exercise equipment 

The Annual Inspection of all play and exercise equipment had taken place. 

26/2/17. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Correspondence and material received during January, as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report was noted.  

 Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA16/00974FUL. Monte Vista, Sandyfields. Strong objection sent 13.12.16. 

Amended plans still did not address concerns of the Parish Council, therefore 

original Strong Objection remains. 

PA16/01098DEM. 1 Pasture Close. Demolition. Strong objection registered 9.1.17. 

PA16/00986FUL. Land adjacent to Holmcroft, Baldwins Gate. Permitted 16.1.17. 

PA16/01064FUL  Butters and Co. Demolition of workshop and Application for 

                                2 houses. Strong objection registered 9.1.17. 

PA16/01101FUL. Land off Meadow Way, Bellway Homes Application to build 99 

dwellings. Extension requested on time to comment on this; extension granted until 

13.2.17. 

APP/P3420/W/16/3163358. Planning Appeal – Slater’s, land and warehouse opposite 

                               Maerfield Gate Farm – Appeal dismissed 1.2.17 

Group reports 

27/2/17. Parish Appearance 

The Chairman of Parish Appearance to be notified of various matters,upon his 

return. 

28/2/17. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

The Steering Group would be sending in a detailed objection to the proposed 

Meadow Way development. 

Another grant application had been completed (to be made to ‘Groundwork’). 

It was understood that more Roadshows were being planned across the three 

Parishes.  

29/2/17. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

Nothing to report. 

30/2/17. To consider any other Planning matters 

none 

31/2/17. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None received 

32/2/17. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 
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The need for a ‘Radio Microphone’ was raised; it was understood that the Village 

Hall had one available.  

 

33/2/17. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

Borough Cllr Panter hoped to visit the site of the proposed Meadow Way 

development, as he had been unable to attend the Meeting of 31st January and he 

asked various questions about the Planning Application. 

County Cllr Loades confirmed that that he was intending to request that the 

Planning Authority be called into ‘Special Measures’. He also gave details of the 

‘Keele Plan’ – the University of Keele to be expanded and thus there would be the 

need for Newcastle to be developed more as a University town. 

It was confirmed that the Staffs C C rates would rise by 4.9% 

Plans were being progressed for a Community Centre in Loggerheads, to include 

recreational facilities and the (Ashley) Doctors’ Surgery. 

The road safety measures for Manor Rd had been ‘semi-approved’.  

34/2/17. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

No other business. 

35/2/17. The date of the next Regular Meeting was confirmed as Wednesday  1st 

March 2017 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 

 

 


