
 1 

                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 3rd August  2016 

 

Present Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman), Cllrs  Davies, Parker, Peddie, Pedley . County 

Cllr Loades, Borough Cllrs Northcott and Panter 

126/8/16. To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Evans, Corbett and Perry. 

127/8/16. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

none declared 

128/8/16. To hold the informal Local forum 

No parishioners were present 

129/8//16. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on July 13th 2016 

The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman 

130/8/16. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

77/5/16 HS2 

Following the request for a meeting with Sir Bill Cash, this took place on 29.7.16, 

when representatives of the Parish Council and the HS2 Action Group were present. 

Sir Bill had made several suggestions about ways to take matters forward. It was 

understood that HS2 had booked Whitmore Village Hall on 30.9.16. for an 

Information Day.  

98/6/16. Enforcement Issues 

A reply was awaited from the Chief Planning Officer. 

76/5/16. Blue Plaque. 

The Rector had still not had a reply from the Archdeacon. 

79/5/16. Sheet Anchor 

A Planning Application had now been received concerning the houses by the Sheet 

Anchor (‘The Whitmores’); the owner to be contacted about several landscaping 

issues, including his offer to make an electricity supply available to the Christmas 

Tree (which was gratefully accepted) and also about the telephone box. 

Concerns continued to be expressed about the dangerous nature of the Sheet 

Anchor exit/entrance. 

115/7/16. Footpaths 

The Rights of Way Officer concerned (Paul Rochfort) was prepared to re-open the 

file and it was hoped to arrange a meeting on site with himself, the owners of 

‘Madeley Croft’, residents and Parish Council representatives. 

115/7/16. Parking and Baldwins Gate School 

The Clerk had been informed by the School that they did not wish to take this 

matter further at present. 

131/8/16. To receive the Chairman’s report 

The Chairman’s Report focused on the Parish Councils Forum which had taken 

place on 18.7.16. The Agenda had included:- 

Neighbourhood Development Plans 

Four different areas of Newcastle Borough had now embarked upon 

Neighbourhood Development Plans and, using money for Neighbourhood Plans 

from Central Government, the Borough intended to create a 3-day a week post for 
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an employee to work alongside Helen Beech on Neighbourhood Plans. A question 

was asked concerning the status of any Neighbourhood Plan that was put forward 

for ratification by the Borough Council before the Joint Local Plan (for Stoke and 

Newcastle) was well advanced. As no satisfactory answer was received, this was an 

issue that was still being pursued by Whitmore Councillors. 

Licensing Matters 

On two occasions now the Minutes of the Parish Councils Forum had not reflected 

the fact that the Chairman of Whitmore Parish Council had requested a meeting 

with Licensing Officials, despite the direction of the Parish Councils Forum 

Chairman. 

Recycling.  

Widespread problems were being reported with the new recycling scheme; 

Whitmore Councillors were able provide many examples in Whitmore Parish and 

the Clerk was instructed to write a letter expressing dissatisfaction: copies to John 

Sellgren (Chief Executive), Dave Adams and Trevor Nicoll (Operational Services) 

Clerk’s reports 

132/8/16. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

none 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                              £                                VAT                   total 

     452         NULBC                          700                             140                      840 

                    (replanting tubs) 

     453         Printing House Ltd                                                                     394 

                    (printing of Festival Brochure) 

     454         Barry Adams                                                                              685.04 

     455         Barry Adams                                                                              163 

                    (extra work as directed) 

     456        W Kinson                                                                                     375 

Payments to be made Lloyds Whitmore PC Grant Account 

     01          Galloways Printers Ltd                                                             1,089 

Receipts 

21.7.16    HMRC     £348. VAT returns Oct 15 – March 16. 

Other Financial Business 

The money requested (for the new CCTV system at the Village Hall) from the Local 

Community Fund was expected. 

133/8/16. To receive the Clerk’s report 

134/8/16. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA16/00577COUNOT    Rook Hall Farm           comment by 10.8.16 

PA16/00360FUL          Acton Hill Barn                 permitted 19.7.16 

PA16/00604FUL          4 Dale Close                       no objection registered 27.7.16 

PA16/00421FUL         ‘Langleys’                           permitted 28.7.16 
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Group reports 

135/8/16. Parish Appearance 

Various matters needing the Chairman of the Parish Appearance Group’s attention 

were detailed, including a request from County Cllr Loades for a meeting.  

136/8/16. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

See 131/8/16 above. Nothing further to report. 

137/8/16. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

Copies of the Summer 2016 Newsletter and the programme for the 2016 Festival 

were distributed for delivery.  A vote of thanks was given to the Festival sub-

Committee.  

138/8/16. To consider any other Planning matters 

It was understood from Bellway Homes that they were still working on a Planning 

Application for Meadow Way. 

139/8/16. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None 

140/8//16. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

No new issues, but the issue of signage still under discussion, 

141/8/16. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 

Report from Borough Councillors 

The joint Borough/County initiative for the redevelopment of the Ryecroft area was 

moving ahead ; shops and student accommodation would be on the site and the A34 

around this area re-designed. 

Regarding the disposal of land owned by the Borough, it had been agreed that a 

maximum of two plots a year would be sold. 

The new recycling scheme had already been discussed (see 131/8/16); Borough Cllrs 

fully understood the distress caused to residents by its problems. 

An Appeal date had been set for the housing application for the Tadgedale Quarry 

at Loggerheads. 

Report from County Councillor 

Highways. 

A meeting had been arranged on site with an engineer to look at drains and gullies 

in Whitmore that continued to cause problems. 

Road signs along the ‘Mainwaring Arms’ stretch of the A53 were due to be cleaned. 

Work was taking place in Tollgate Ave,the intention being to expedite deep patching 

on the pavements, then re-covering would take place. 

It was acknowledged that the Highways Department had huge problems but it was 

hoped that the situation was improving. 

The ‘Youth Bus’ was on the road and had already called at Whitmore. 

It was going to be necessary to make dramatic changes to social care support across 

the County via the ‘Better Care Fund’ as there was a considerable shortfall.  

142/8/16. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

Progress was reported on the re-building of the wall at the northern end of Fair 

Green Rd. 

143/8/16. To  date of the next Regular Meeting was confirmed  as Wednesday 7th 

September 2016 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 
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