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                                  WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 1
st
 April 2015. 

A  meeting of Whitmore Parish Council was held on Wednesday 1
st
 April 2015. 

Present 

Cllrs Wilkinson, Webb, Wheildon, Murray, Evans, Alcock, Corbett and Pedley. 

With the Chairman’s permission, the meeting was chaired by Vice-Chairman, Cllr 

Webb.  

57/4/15. To receive and approve apologies for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from County Cllr David Loades and Borough 

Cllr Paul Northcott. Cllr Northcott in fact attended the meeting later in the evening. 

58/4/15. To receive Declarations of Interest 

None declared. 

59/4/15. To hold the informal Open Forum. 

A number of parishioners were present and a comprehensive case was made for a 

Neighbourhood Development Plan, possibly involving other local parishes as well as 

Whitmore. 

60/4/15. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 4.3.15. 

Following an amendment (52/3/15. Pas14/00676 and 00677 involved a stable block 

not a ménage) the minutes were approved and signed. 

61/4/15. To consider matters arising from the Minutes. 

42/3/15 /33/2/15. Replies had been received to letters sent to Newcastle Borough 

Council regarding the Parish Council’s statutory right to be consulted in regard to 

planning applications (this had been agreed), Section 106 agreement regarding the 

‘Sheet Anchor’ (proposals would now need to be formulated) and the Whitmore 

Parish Plan and Village Design Statement (it was recognized that these now could 

not be considered relevant when dealing with Planning Applications). 

50/3/15. Orders for items required following the Annual Inspection of Play 

equipment were ready for processing 

              Some progress had been made towards resolving CCTV matters at the 

Village Hall and there would be further reports on this matter at the next meeting. 

42/3/15/11/1/15. As there had been no further response from BT with regard to 

Chapel Green, Western Power Distribution would be contacted direct with a view to 

arranging a power supply to Chapel Green. 

42/3/15/25/2/15. Signage would be purchased from PlanIt signs. 

51/3/15. A representative from the Bus Company had been invited to the next LAP 

meeting.    

62/4/15. To consider Highway Matters 

Following visits by the Police to the ‘Sheet Anchor’, deliveries blocking the 

pavement and Highway were being monitored and the management had been 

warned that tickets would be issued. 

63/4/15. To consider anti-social behaviour and Community Policing 

A request had been received from the local Police Community Support team for 

support with regard to fishing competitions for young people over the summer 

holidays. It was agreed that Whitmore PC would offer financial support at the same 

level as previous years. 

64/4/15. To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officers. 
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County Cllr Loades had sent a report: 

Plans for a ‘Youth Bus’ had now been officially agreed and it would be operating in 

the area three days a week during the summer holidays. 

Documentation for a ‘Waiting Limited’ sign outside ‘Station Stores’ was about to be 

issued, and it was hoped that authorization for a weight limit on Sandy Lane was 

also imminent. 

Neighbourhood Plans – there was a significant budget available  if the decision was 

made to move ahead with this. 

Borough Cllr Northcott gave an update on the position regarding 5-year land 

supply. 

65/4/15. To consider Youth and Children’s Work. 

The Parish Council agreed to help the Scouts/Cubs groups by paying the rent owed 

for their meetings for the duration of the summer term. 

The Scout Group was in need of a Treasurer. 

66/4/15. To consider any plans for the Whitmore Festival. 

Plans for any community event this year had not yet been formalized. 

Concern was expressed about confusion if another Festival in Whitmore Parish was 

held in 2016; the Clerk would contact the organizers to express these concerns. 

67/4/15. To receive a report on the next Newsletter. 

The April Newsletter was distributed for delivery. 

68/4/15. To consider Parish Appearance 

The Bill of Quantities for the year April 2015 – March 2016 was agreed; a monthly 

sum of £739.58 would be paid to the contractor for work agreed. Extra work would 

be invoiced separately. 

The quotations for the planting of the new planters on Chapel Green were 

authorized. 

A meeting with Jeff Green (Staffs Highways) had taken place.  

The Highways Team would be visiting Whitmore in the near future and a list of 

tasks needed to be compiled. 

White posts on the A53 – the remainder of this project would be completed by Staffs 

Highways. 

Concern was expressed about the level of litter present on the main roads; a letter 

would be written to the Chief Executive of Newcastle Borough Council.  

69/4/15. To consider Village Hall, Recreation Field and Play Area matters 

There had been reports of numerous cars parking on the Recreation Field. This 

matter would be raised at the Village Hall Committee meeting to see if further 

information could be obtained. 

70/4/15. To consider Locality Action Partnership Matters 

The next LAP meeting was on 7.4.15 when Neighbourhood plans would be 

discussed. 

71/4/15. Town and Countryside Planning 

NOTE: All Planning Applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

      PA14/00621FUL  Badger’s Walk, Manor Rd.    no objection 17.3.15 
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      PA14/00784FUL  Birch Tree Lane                 withdrawn 26.3.15 

      PA15/00181FUL  Meadowside     Queries raised but no objection 17.3.15 

      PA15/00085FUL  Morningside, Parkwood Drive  permitted  

PA15/00209FUL      Sports Club, Whisper Lane        no objection 

     PA15/00214FUL  9 Gateway Ave                            no objection 

     PA14 /00625FUL   Lilac Cottage, Acton                withdrawn 11.3.15 

     PA15/ 00238/COUNOT  Lilac Cottage                  no objection 31.3.15 

                    (replaces above) 

The following proposal, after being duly proposed and seconded, was adopted: 

‘In principle, Whitmore Parish Council supports the case for a Neighbourhood 

Development Plan and would seek to involve Maer and Aston and Chorlton Parish 

Councils. To this end we will hold a Public Meeting to seek expressions of interest 

and involvement.’           

72/4/15. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Donation agreed for Fishing Competitions held by the Community Police (see 

63/4/15). 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                                       £                          VAT                    total 

     292    Community Council of Staffs                                                               25 

     293    Staffs Parish Councils Association                                                     365 

                 (annual subscriptions) 

     294    Barry Adams                                                                                         668.33 

     295    Barry Adams                                                                                         201 

              (extra work as directed) 

     296    Mrs W Kinson                                                                                       350 

                                                                                                          total           1,609.33 

Receipts 

£250 returned by Barry Adams in respect of work not yet completed. 

(cheque no. 290, dated 4.3.15) 

Other Financial Matters. 

HMRC – VAST (local voluntary organizations umbrella group) to take over 

Whitmore PC’s employer responsibilities in making relevant returns to HMRC. 

Invoice for £50 expected for arranging this then £5 per month Direct Debit. 

Community Chest – Whitmore’s allocation for 2015/16 was £800 

Bus Shelters – quotation received for restoration of village Bus Shelters. 

73/4/15. To receive the Clerk’s Report and miscellaneous correspondence. 

Material and correspondence received during March, as detailed in the circulated 

Clerk’s Report was noted. In response to a request from the ‘Rural Runabout’ 

committee, it was agreed that a letter be sent to the Bank of Scotland stating that 

Whitmore Parish Council had no involvement with the Rural Runabout Bank 

Account. 

74/4/15. To note Councillors’ and the Clerk’s planned absences 

These were noted. 

75/4/15. To confirm the date of the next meeting as 6
th

 May 2015. 

 This was confirmed. 
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