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                                         WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 6th April 2016 

 

Present 

Cllr Ian Webb (Chairman). Cllrs Corbett, Davies, Evans, Peddie and Pedley. 

County Cllr Loades, Borough Cllr Northcott and Mr. B Panter, prospective 

candidate 

54/4/16. To receive and approve apologies for absence. 

Apologies were received from Cllr Parker 

55/4/16. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the Agenda 

None declared 

56/4/16. To hold the informal Local forum 

Mr Bill Murray and Mrs Sheila Ramage were present and the current situation 

with HS2 was discussed. The site visit on March 10th when HS2 officials, residents 

and Councillors had walked the proposed route had been a useful exercise; a 

preliminary report had been sent to HS2 and the Parish Council accepted a more 

detailed report, this would also be sent now it had been accepted. A response to the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Scope and Methodology Report was also 

accepted and would be sent as the response from Whitmore Parish Council. These 

documents to be put on the website. Concern was expressed about the lack of 

response from the Manor Rd/Madeley Park Wood area and it was agreed that 

County Cllr Loades would hope to arrange a Public Meeting following the Elections 

in May, with HS2 officials present. He would also contact HS2 to ask for a 

particular point of clarification regarding the proposed route and the A53. 

57/4/16. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on March 2nd 2016 

An alteration to the Financial Report was necessary as the VAT figures needed 

checking. Following authorisation of this alteration, the Minutes were approved and 

signed by the Chairman. 

58/4/16. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

42/3/16 – 2nd Bank Account for NDP Funds. Forms had been received from Lloyds 

Bank and progress had been made towards opening a 2nd Account. Some more 

details were needed from signaturies. 

41/3/16. Green Waste Site, Acton. A useful meeting had been held with the Manager 

of the Site. The Chairman and County Cllr Loades had looked at the entrance and 

discussed modification and improvement, including signs on the exterior fencing.  

22/2/16. Manor Rd. County Cllr Loades was in conversation with residents about 

speeding problems on Manor Rd. He was arranging a meeting. He would liaise with 

Parish Councillors about the situation and then a summary could go on the website. 

24/2/16 CCTV cameras. The new cameras were due to be installed on 12.4.16 and 

the Clerk was invited to complete another form for funding from the Local 

Community Fund. 

42/3/16 Playdale Annual Inspection. Items for replacement/repair to be ordered. 

59/4/16. To receive the Chairman’s report 
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Newsletter. The Spring 2016 edition of the Newsletter had just arrived and copies 

were distributed for delivery. Thanks were extended for  another professional 

production. 

Joint Local Plan. A response had been made to the Issues Consultation Document 

for the Joint Local Plan. The Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 

had submitted a detailed response and the Chairman asked that formal 

appreciation be recorded of the remarkably comprehensive and professional nature 

of this response. This was agreed.  The document was available on their website 

with links to the Parish Council website and it constituted the bulk of the Parish 

Council’s response but with added comments notably in regard to the projected 

statistics for new build targets. 

Highways. An update was circulated of ongoing Highways matters and County Cllr 

Loades was able to give reports on all of these. These included: signage for 

Woodside – weight limit had been introduced from 6.4.16. (buses excluded), funding 

was in place for a total re-surfacing of Tollgate Ave, road markings at the eastern 

entrance to Baldwins Gate were about to be renewed, work would shortly be taking 

place along Snape Hall Rd, an offer was made by County Cllr Loades to supply a 

Highways Team to help clear the ditches in Butterton, drains in the centre of Acton 

would shortly be cleared , state of drains in Fair Green Rd to be checked and 

County Cllr Loades informed, pathway D85 in Acton – issues with hardcore being 

pursued. Reports of water running down Snape Hall Rd and on to the main road 

were being dealt with – this water is coming from a private house and Staffs County 

Council had written to the resident concerned. 

Parking Issues. Parking in the environs of the Sheet Anchor was still causing 

problems, particularly parking on the pavement outside the Sheet Anchor. This was 

a Police matter and the Clerk would contact the Police to ask that this matter be 

investigated. 

Clerk’s reports 

60/4/16. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Stationery (£4.59), refreshments purchased for Information Day (£5.27), purchase 

of Office 365 from Microsoft (£79.99). A total of £89.85 requested. 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                                  £                           VAT                           total 

408               Judith Oppenheimer                                                                        248.21 

                     (NDP expenses) NB cheque signed on 12.3.16 

409               W Kinson                                                                                            350 

410                W Kinson                                                                                             89.85 

                   (purchases, as above) 

411               Debra Burns                                                                                       100 

                      (fee for organization of Information Day) 

412              St Thomas, Butterton                                                                           20 

           (from NDP funds – donation fro hosting Roadshow) 

413             NALC                                                                                                 17 

                (subscription) 

414           VAST                                                                                                    22.20 
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                 (payroll charges) 

415         Staffs Parish Councils Assoc                                                               365 

                 (subscription) 

416         Barry Adams                                                                                         685.04 

417         Barry Adams                                                                                           60 

                   (extra work as authorized) 

418         Groundwork UK                                                                                     91.56 

              (underspend of NDP grant) 

419         Whitmore Village Hall Committee                                                       30 

              (hire of room for PC meetings) 

420         Whitmore Village Hall Committee                                                       40 

              (hire of room for NDP meetings) 

Receipts 

None this month 

Other Financial Business 

Budget 2016/17. The Budget spreadsheet for the year 2016/17 was now ready to be 

completed month by month.  

Blue Plaque from Civic Society for Whitmore Church. As the necessary permission 

for this project had now been obtained from the Diocese, the Civic Society had been 

requested to commission the plaque and approval was given to offer a contribution 

from the Parish Council to fund this (cost not yet finalized but in the region of £150 

.). 

Audit process. The Clerk had attended a presentation and gave a report on this 

year’s audit process. Prof John Eve BA M.Ed.FCMA.CGMA was re- appointed as 

Internal Auditor . 

61/4/16. To receive the Clerk’s report 

Confirmation had been received that Whitmore Parish Council would again have 

£800 (for the period April 2016 – February 2017) to distribute to local groups and 

organizations that applied via Community Chest. 

Parish Councils’ Forum – both the Chairman and the Clerk had attended the 

Parish Councils’ Forum on 9.3.16, where it had been learned that there was still a 

vacancy for a Planning Enforcement Officer. In view of concerns about the process 

for Premise Licence Applications, a meeting would be arranged to discuss these 

further. A report had been given regarding Safeguarding Issues and a number of 

Councillors expressed interest in attending Safeguarding Training.   

Queen’s Birthday. In view of the fact that it was not possible to use the Village Hall 

on 12th June (when celebrations were taking place to mark the Queen’s 90th 

birthday), it was confirmed that the Parish Council had no specific plans to mark 

the day. 

Councillor vacancy. At the time of the last meeting of the Parish Council, a letter of 

resignation had been received from Cllr Alcock. Cllr Alcock’s contribution to the 

life of the Parish Council was recognized by all and his resignation was much 

regretted. A letter of thanks would be sent in appreciation of  his contribution. 

Notices of the vacancy had been displayed for the requisite period and as no 

requests for a by-election had been received, the Parish Council was able to co-opt. 
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It was agreed that Mr Colin Perry be asked to join the Parish Council as a co-opted 

member.  

62/4/16. Town and Country Planning 

Note – all planning applications which involve a property within our Parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough Council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA15.01106REM. Gateway Ave. Additional comments regarding the Reserved 

Matters, Gateway Ave development had been registered, 24.3.16, and the recent 

Planning Committee meeting had deferred decisions on these matters. 

PA16/00086REM. 4 dwellings, Watering Close. Approved 24.3.16 

Meadow Way – notification received from Bellway Homes regarding Public 

Exhibition to be held on 27.4.16 at Whitmore Village Hall (2 – 7 pm), with a view to 

a development of 99 houses being built at the end of Meadow Way. Notices to this 

effect posted in shops, bus stops, notice boards. Borough Cllrs confirmed that this 

matter would have to be presented to the Borough’s Strategic Planning meeting 

before a Planning Application could be made. 

Group reports 

63/4/16. Parish Appearance 

A report had been circulated which included: 

Butterton Triangle –damage to be reported to Staffs Highways. 

Chapel Green – damage caused to turf caused by BT Open Reach vehicle to be 

reported to BT Open Reach. 

Playing Field. A survey was due to take place on 8.4.16. 

The report also included updates on the Trentham Rd roundabout and the Meadow 

Way Pumping Station. 

The Chairman of the Parish Appearance group hoped to arrange a meeting to 

present his plans for the appearance of Whitmore Parish. 

64/4/16. Neighbourhood Development Plan Project 

A report had been circulated. Good feedback had been received concerning the 

leaflet and banners were now in position across the three parishes. A letter of 

concern about the banners from a resident would be acknowledged and a member 

of the Steering Group would speak to the resident. 

65/4/16. To receive an update on Community Events (Festival) 

A  programme of events was being confirmed and the Festival sub-committee would 

meet again shortly. 

The Information Day was judged a success and another one would be arranged for 

next year. 

66/4/16. To consider any other Planning matters 

none received 

67/4/16. Motions pre-registered by Councillors for debate and vote. 

None received 

68/4/16. Issues pre-registered by Councillors for debate. 

None received 

69/4/16. To receive Reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officials 
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County Cllr Loades reported that a series of roadshows on a variety of issues 

concerning disability were being organized and he hoped to hold one in Whitmore 

before the end of May. Loggerheads Community Fire Station was acting as a drop-

in centre for domestic abuse concerns. The County Council was putting together a 

litter strategy. 27 County Cllrs had written to the Leader of the County Council 

expressing dissatisfaction with Staffs Highways. Finally, he reported that it was 

likely that by the end of this Financial Year (ie March 2017) the Lengthsman’s 

Agreement would disappear. 

Borough Cllr Northcott reported that there was concern about the length of waiting 

times at the University Hospital. The lengthy discussion about reserved matters for 

the Gateway Ave development had ended with these matters being deferred. (see 

also 62/4/16). In response to a question, he confirmed that there would be no change 

in the level of policing in Whitmore Parish. 

70/4/16. Any other business (at the Chairman’s discretion) 

Date of Annual General Meeting to be set (see below) 

71/4/16. To confirm the date of the next Regular Meeting as Wednesday 4th May 

2016 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 

 

The date of the Annual General Meeting was also set as Wednesday 25th May 2016, 

venue to be confirmed. 


