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                                  WHITMORE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the meeting of Whitmore Parish Council held on 4
th

 March 2015. 

A regular meeting of Whitmore Parish Council was held on Wednesday 4
th

 March 

2015. 

Present 

Cllrs Wilkinson, Webb, Evans, Murray,Pedley, Corbett and Wheildon, Borough 

Cllr Northcott and County Cllr David Loades. With the Chairman’s permission, the 

meeting was chaired by the Vice-Chairman, Cllr Webb. 

The Elections Officer for Newcastle Borough Council, Julia Cleary was present, 

along with her assistant, Rebecca Hadley, to give a presentation about the 

forthcoming General, Borough and Parish elections on May 7
th

. Nomination forms 

were made available. 

38.3.15. To receive and approve apologies for absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Alcock 

39.3.15. To receive Declarations of Interest 

None were declared 

40.3.15. To hold the informal Open Forum 

No parishioners present. 

41.3.15. To approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on 4
th

 February 2015 

The Minutes were approved and signed. 

42.3.15. To consider matters arising from the Minutes 

212.12.14. Plaque for Whitmore Church. The application for £400 for a Cultural 

Grant to fund this had been unsuccessful; County Cllr Loades suggested applying to 

his Local Community Fund. 

21.2.15. Local residents had spoken to County Cllr Loades about their concern that 

any large-scale festival on the Mainwaring estate would have on the public 

Highways.  

11.1.15. The proposed on-site meeting with BT had not yet been organized. 

11.1.15. Wayside Nativity on Chapel Green. A meeting had taken place with local 

Church groups and it was now hoped to move this forward. 

11.1.15. Meeting with Jeff Green (County Highways) had not taken place. 

15.1.15. Precept. Information had recently been circulated that the Borough Grant 

would now not be reduced by 25% (£803) and as a result of this, Whitmore had 

sought to return to the original Precept request of £23,000 rather than the revised 

request for £23,803 but, on the recommendation of the Borough Finance officer, at 

this late stage in the Precept process, it was agreed to leave the request for precept 

2015/16 at £23,803. 

25.2.15. A meeting had taken place with the dog warden and increased signage 

would be purchased. 

33.2.15. The detail of the S106 agreement concerning the Sheet Anchor had been 

sent to the Chief Executive of Newcastle Borough to ask how this matter could be 

moved forward. 

29 and 33.2.15. A meeting had taken place with the Chief Executive of the Staffs 

Parish Councils Association. Following a vote, it was agreed that the Council would 

not seek to pursue the idea of advertisements in the Parish Council magazine. 
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Information about a Parish Council’s statutory right to be consulted over planning 

applications in any parish had been received and this information had been sent, 

with a covering letter, to the Planning Department at the Borough council. 

43.1.15 To consider Highway matters 

Updates were circulated. 

Delivery lorries at the Sheet Anchor were still a cause for a concern. Highways had 

informed the Clerk that this was a Police matter and therefore the local chief 

Inspector would be contacted about this matter.  

44.1.15. To consider anti-social behaviour and Community Policing 

The local police intended to hold another fishing competition at Cudmore fisheries 

over the summer holidays and were asking for support. 

45.1.15. To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors and Officers. 

There had been objections to the Planning Peer review and this had been sent back. 

A strict 10-day limit was now in force as the period when Planning Applications 

could be called in by Councillors.   

46.1.15. To consider Youth and Children’s Work 

It was still hoped to start a Beavers Group, but leaders were needed, in fact, 

volunteers were needed to help generally with the Scouting groups. 

A contract was about to be signed for a ‘Youth bus’ (26.2.15), to be run by the 

Sports Council. This would be visiting Madeley, Loggerheads and Whitmore. 

47.1.15. To consider any plans for the Whitmore Festival 

Mrs Burns to be approached to see if she would organize a ‘Fun Day’. 

48.3.15. To receive a report on the next Newsletter 

Any further copy needed as soon as possible. 

49.3.15. To consider Parish Appearance 

It was hoped to simplify payments to the contractor by a single payment being made 

each month rather than numerous invoices to be authorized. A resolution to add the 

verges at Lakeside to the parish grass-cutting schedule (at the cost of £260 per year) 

was proposed and, following a vote, carried.   

50.3.15. To consider Village Hall, Recreation Field and Play area Matters 

CCTV – the quotes received were examined and it was agreed that the Parish 

Council would fund one of the options, at the cost of £833 plus VAT.  

51.3.15. To consider Locality Action Partnership Matters. 

The LAP was expressing concern, on behalf of the four member parishes, at the 

reduction of front line Police officers in the area. 

A representative from the Bus Company would be attending the next meeting. 

52.3.15. Town and Countryside Planning 

NOTE. All planning Applications which involve a property within our parish are 

referred to Whitmore Parish Council for comment. Comment is normally required 

to be registered within 21 days of notification being issued by the Borough council. 

This leadtime is normally ample but can be extended if circumstances dictate. 

PA14/00611 FUL         The Coppice                                          permitted 11.2.15 

PA14/00676FUL          Menage at Acton                                             permitted 11.2.15 

PA14/00677FUL          Menage at Acton                                            permitted 11.2.15 

PA14/00787FUL          11 Gateway                                            permitted 11.2.15 

PA14/00789FUL          4 Oaks, Manor Rd                                  permitted 11.2.15 
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PA14/00800FUL          Oxhay Barn                                                    permitted 11.2.15 

PA15/00085FUL        Morningside, Parkwood Drive             no objection 17.2.15 

PA15/00134FUL        Old Dairy House, Shut Lane Head      no objection 3.3.15 

       (c/f PA14/00839 permitted development) 

PA14/00755FUL        Blandings                           permitted 24.2.15 

53.3.15. Financial Matters 

Donations and Purchases 

Office supplies purchased 

Payment of Accounts 

                                                               £                               VAT                         total 

      285     Society of local Council Clerks                                                             187 

                (annual subscription) 

   286       W Kinson                                                                                               350 

   287       Cllr D Alcock                                                                                           27 

            (remainder owing for purchase of planters on Chapel Green) 

   288       W Kinson                                                                                                 15.76 

            (stationery supplies) 

   289        Barry Adams                                                                                        668.33 

   290        Barry Adams                                                                                        250 

                 (lengthsman’s scheme) 

  291         Barry Adams                                                                                        136 

                 (of which £81 is lengthsman’s scheme) 

Receipts 

None 

Other Financial Matters 

Community Chest – following authorization of £570 to be given to the Village Hall 

for chairs, there was nothing remaining of Whitmore’s allocation of Community 

Chest for 2014/15. 

Notification had been received that all employers must soon enroll all employers 

who were eligible into a workplace pension scheme and contribute towards it.  

54.3.15. To receive the Clerk’s Report and miscellaneous correspondence 

Material and correspondence received during February, as detailed in the 

circulated Clerk’s Report was noted. 

55.3.15. To note Councillors’ and the Clerk’s planned absences 

These were noted. 

56.3.15. To confirm the date of the next meeting as 1
st
 April 2015. This was 

confirmed as 1
st
 April 2015 at 7 pm in Whitmore Village Hall. 


